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Dear Parent or Carer, 

Update on New School and Planned Events 2021-22 

As always, I hope you are well and taking care. 

I just wanted to update you on how our new school build is progressing and give you some more details 

on how we will be engaging with you around the process of transition to our wonderful new 

accommodation. 

We have a further progress meeting with the Department for Education (DfE) and our constructors, 

Kier, this Thursday, 18th November. By the end of this month, I will know the precise dates for our move 

and will of course let you know as I can. As things stand, we are due to have the 2500 crates, full of all 

our worldly belongings, moved in the week beginning 14th February 2022, with the week of 21st 

February 2022 comprising two INSET days (21st and 22nd) and three remote learning days (23rd, 24th 

and 25th). This is to allow staff to settle in, unpack, get to know their new environment and undertake 

any necessary training. Should these dates change in any way, and for any reason, I will let you know 

as soon as practicable and possible. 

As a result of our move, and its implications, we have chosen this year to continue with our virtual 

parents’ evenings using ‘Schoolcloud’. The events we have done so far have been very well-received, 

with parents and teachers alike enjoying the very structured nature of the platform and the way in 

which it helps us to focus on key elements of students’ progress and development. So far this year we 

have had the Y11 virtual parents’ evening on 14th October. Remaining events this academic year will 

take place as follows: 

 

Year 7: Thursday 21st April 2022, 4.30 pm - 7.30 pm 

Year 8: Thursday 2nd December 2021, 4.30 pm - 7.30 pm 

Year 9: Thursday 24th March 2022, 4.30 pm - 7.30 pm 

Year 10: Thursday 31st March 2022, 4.30 pm - 7.30 pm 

Year 12: Thursday 28th April 2022, 4.30 pm - 7.30 pm 

Year 13: Thursday 9th December 2021, 4.30 pm - 7.30 pm 

(All dates subject to change due to the implications of our move to the new school) 
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As I outlined earlier this year, the other reason for continuing with virtual parents’ evenings this year 

is that with our new school being built we simply don’t have any capacity for additional parking on or 

around our site. I do understand that for many of you who have sons in Years 7,8 and 9, Covid-19 

disruption and additional restrictions may mean that you have not yet visited the current school.  

To help compensate for what I know has been a tremendously frustrating last 20 months for all of us 

at DGSB, we intend to hold an event in the early new year to allow you and your son/daughter to visit 

the school and have a look around before we move. Likewise, once we have moved and have settled 

in, we will invite you and your son/daughter to our new school so he/she can take you round and show 

you all the wonderful new facilities. More details on both these events will of course follow in due 

course. 

In the meantime, thank you for your patience and understanding. As I am sure you will appreciate, 

leading and running a school is a demanding job for us at the best of times but doing so in the midst of 

a global pandemic and with a new school build taking place has given us more than one or two 

additional headaches! However, I will continue to update you as and when appropriate and will of 

course let you know about our ‘farewell to the current school’ and ‘welcome to our new school’ events 

once they have been fully planned. 

Very best wishes, as always. 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 

  
 
 

 

 


