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Dear Parent or Carer 
 
End of First Full Week Report! 
 
I hope you are well and taking care. 
 
It is impossible to describe, adequately, just how fantastic it has been having all our students - both 
new and returning - in school once again this week as the school year gets underway. We have all 
missed seeing them over the summer, and my colleagues and I have been very impressed with how 
focussed they have been at the start of what we hope will be a more normal year. We have also 
enjoyed talking with the boys and our Sixth Form girls about all the things they have done over the 
summer, and that they hope to do this year.  
 
Walking around the school during lessons I have seen real determination and positive engagement, 
which has been very pleasing indeed. Our job now is to continue in this manner in the weeks and 
months ahead. One of my favourite sayings, which I give to students all the time, is that "good 
enough should never be good enough". We should all - parents, students, teachers, support 
colleagues - be looking to do the very best we can, and be the very best we can, all the time. With 
such an attitude, we will not go far wrong! As ever, everyone at DGSB will continue to go the extra 
mile in supporting our students, whatever this year may throw at us. 
 
On February 14th 2022 - in just five short months - we will be moving into our wonderful new school, 
which will provide us with so many fantastic opportunities. But before then, we need to make sure 
we have all got into the best rhythms and routines so that we can make the most of what we will 
soon have available. As ever, your support in this respect will be critical, and my colleagues and I look 
forward to working with you in the best interests of your child, and our whole school community. 
 
Lateral Flow Testing 
 
Thank you very much to everyone who has completed the M365 Form to report LFT results; this has 
been really helpful. I have reminded students this week to continue doing two home LFTs each week 
as doing so will help us keep on top of any potential outbreaks of the virus. You do not need to report 
the results of any tests your son/daughter does from this point forward, except if it is positive. In such 
instances, please contact the appropriate Key Stage Team to let them know as soon as you can. 
 
Attendance Officer 
 
As I mentioned in my end of summer holiday letter, we have a new attendance officer, Mr David 
Wozencroft, who is currently taking over responsibility for all attendance matters. He can be 
contacted via the MyEd app or by emailing attendance@dgsb.co.uk. A reminder that the telephone 
message service for reporting absences will cease to exist at the end of this term. 
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MyEd app 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding as we get our new MyEd app rolled out. As with all 
such new platforms, there are occasional teething problems, but my colleagues are working really 
hard to ensure everything works smoothly. In case you have experienced any problems downloading 
or running the app, I am attaching my letter of 3rd September and a handy guide to using the app 
which will allow you to troubleshoot most issues.  
 
Noah's Ark Road 
 
Just a reminder please to avoid using Noah's Ark Road to drop off or collect your son/daughter at the 
start or end of the day. We have many contractors who need to park on the road making it effectively 
a one-way system, and if parents/carers also drive up to the school gates it can cause significant 
issues and delays in getting away from the school. Thank you in advance for your help and 
cooperation in this regard. 
 
Pre-Loved Uniform 
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated items of pre-loved uniform to our store - we really 
appreciate it! If you would like any of the items we have in stock, please contact my PA, Lizzie 
Reynolds, at lreynolds@dgsb.co.uk and she will get back to you as soon as she can. 
 
Finally for today, we have a busy weekend ahead with the Dover Test on Saturday and out of county 
11+ testing on Sunday. I would like to say a big thank you to all my colleagues who will be helping out 
with both events, particularly our wonderful office staff. 
 
Thank you, once again, for your continued help and support of our school. Have a lovely weekend 
and I look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Very best wishes, 
 

 
 
Phil Horstrup 
Headteacher 
  
 
 

 

 


