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14 June 2022 

Dear Parent or Carer,  

Pre-Move Update – June 2022  

As always, I hope you and your family are well.   

We are now only a couple of weeks away from possibly the most momentous moment in DGSB’s 
history as we move into our fantastic new school. This event will mark the end of over 90 years in our 
current buildings and will signify the start of a new era for our staff, students and parents.   

Ahead of the move, I thought it would be useful to provide you with a digest of information that will 
help you and your son/daughter manage this period of transition effectively.  

Pre-Move Changes to Provision and Availability  

From Wednesday 15th June, our IT provision in school will begin to be switched off and equipment 
moved to the new school. Our servers will be switched off and moved from Wednesday 22nd June, and 
from this point we will not have any access to IT in school. Please therefore expect a significant delay 
in any reply to emails. If you need to get in touch with us, please ‘phone us on 01304 206117 but do 
be patient as this will be our only method of communication during this period. We politely ask that 
parents/carers do not come into school from 22nd June unless for a prearranged appointment or if 
there is an emergency which requires you to be on site. When we have moved into the new school, if 
you need to drop any items off at reception (which will be located on the ground floor opposite the 
main entrance for the first year of occupation) please let your son/daughter know that he/she will need 
to collect them from Mrs Fox as she will not be able to leave reception unsupervised.  

Move Week: 27th June – 1st July  

As previously communicated, there will be no students in school during this week. Teachers have 
prepared paper-based work for students to complete on Monday 27th, Tuesday 28th and Wednesday 
29th June. Thursday 30th June and Friday 1st July are INSET days when students will not be expected to 
complete work. However, your support in ensuring that your son/daughter completes all work set over 
the first three days of this week will be essential. Teachers will not be contactable during this period but 
will monitor students’ completion of the work set when they return from Monday 4th July.  
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Orientation Day  

We will be using Monday 4th July as “Orientation Day” when students will come into school to become 
familiar with their new environment and to be given tours so that they know where everything is. 
Students may arrive either via the gate on Noah’s Ark Road or via the bottom gate. The programme is 
as follows:  

• Key Stage 3 students – Years 7 and 8 – should arrive at school by 08:40 on Monday 4th July and 
should wait outside the main entrance to the new school which is halfway up the school drive. 
Orientation will take place between 08:40 and 11:00. Once this has finished, students will be 
free to go home and will return for normal lessons on Tuesday 5th July  

• Key Stage 4 students – Years 9 and 10 – should arrive at school by 11:30 on Monday 4th July 
and should wait outside the main entrance to the new school. Orientation will take place 
between 11:30 and 13:30. Once this has finished, students will be free to go home and will 
return for normal lessons on Tuesday 5th July  

• Year 12 students should arrive at school by 14:00 on Monday 4th July and should wait outside 
the main entrance. Orientation will take place between 14:00 and 15:30. Once this has 
finished, students will go home and will return for normal lessons on Tuesday 5th July.  

Please note: Fiat Lux Scholar students who have been designated as guides will be expected in school 
from 08:15 until 13:30.  

Use of Mobile Phones at DGSB  

Thank you very much to everyone who responded to my survey last term about mobile phone use 
at DGSB. Like you, we believe that mobile phones and mobile technology more generally are a very 
useful tool and part of everyday life. However, like you we also recognise that too much screen time 
can be an unwelcome and often negative distraction from the purpose of schooling and education.  

Thus, from Monday 4th July as students begin life in our fantastic new school, we will be modifying our 
policy on mobile phone usage very slightly, as follows:  

• Students will not be allowed to use or have their mobile phones out anywhere inside the school 
building unless specifically given permission by a member of staff  

• Students will be allowed to use their phones outside the building if they wish, provided it is for 
sensible educational or recreational purposes. This also applies to the period before school 
starts and after the school day has finished  

• If a student uses his/her mobile phone inside the building without permission, staff will take 
the phone away and the student will need to collect it at the end of the day. Students will be 
expected to accede to the instruction to hand over their phones without complaint or 
questioning and the school’s decision in any such instance will be final  

• As previously, DGSB cannot be responsible for any loss of or damage to personal mobile phones 
which students may choose to bring to school.  

I would be very grateful if you could ensure you discuss the above with your son/daughter before s/he 
returns on Monday 4th July. Students will be briefed in a series of assemblies in the week beginning 
20th June and again when they return on Monday 4th July, but your help and support in ensuring your 
child understands this new approach will be crucial.  



Looking After our New School  

I am sure, like me, that you will be keen to express upon your son/daughter the need to respect his/her 
new environment and to ensure that it is looked after appropriately. We have worked incredibly hard 
to secure funding and planning permission for our new school, and it has taken years to get to this 
point. Thus, we both want and expect DGSB’s new home to be treated as if it were a student’s own, 
with respect and consideration. Should there be any instances of intentional or wilful damage to the 
school environment, where responsibility for any damage can be attributed to a specific student we 
will need to invoice parents/carers for the costs of any repairs.   

Upcoming Events!  

We have several important events coming up as part of the first month in our new school, as follows:  

• Year 7 New Parents Information Event (Wednesday 6th July)  
• Year 7 Induction Day (Thursday 7th July)  
• Year 12 Taster Days (Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th July – parents of current Y11 students 

who intend coming into our Sixth Form will have an opportunity to visit the school on Thursday 
14th)  

• Year 5 Information Events (Tuesday 12th July)  
• Year 4/5 Masterclass Information Event (Monday 18th July)  
• Sports Day (Friday 15th July)  
• Los Mundiales (Day-long international-themed charity football competition) (Wednesday 18th 

July)  

New Piano!  

With huge thanks to two donors in particular, I am delighted to be able to inform you that we have 
purchased a new baby grand piano for the Great Hall - to replace our ageing Steinway - which is due to 
arrive on site in a few weeks. Fundraising for the upright pianos continues, and you can still donate 
using information provided in previous communications.  

And Finallly....  

I know there is a lot of information to absorb in this letter, but likewise I know that you will understand 
just how big a logistical exercise this move to DGSB’s new home will be. Your help and support – and 
possibly also patience! - while we find our feet in our fantastic new school will be very much 
appreciated.  

Very best wishes,  

     

Phil Horstrup   
Headteacher     
   


