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Dear Parent or Carer, 

Start of Term Arrangements 

I hope you are well and that you have been able to enjoy some rest and relaxation this summer. 

We are all very much looking forward to welcoming our students back for the start of what is going to be a very 

exciting new academic year, with our move to our brand-new school now only 6 months away. As a reminder: 

Friday 3rd September 

• Year 7 will need to arrive in time for 08:40 on Friday 3rd September 

• Year 12 will need to arrive at 11.05 on Friday 3rd September (and will leave at 13.30) 

Monday 6th September 

• Years 7-11 inclusive will need to be in school and in their tutor rooms no later than 08:40 

• Year 12 students should arrive at 11.05 ready to go straight into lessons at the start of Period 3  

• Year 13 students should arrive at 10:00 and go straight to the main hall 

Year 7 students will have the opportunity to have a free lunch in the canteen on Friday 3rd September so do not 

need to bring food with them unless they prefer to do so.  

Pre-Return Asymptomatic Testing 

At the start of this new academic year, and with students having been with family and friends over the summer, 

the government has recommended that two lateral flow tests (LFTs) be taken 3-5 days apart and before students 

start school in September. Our recommendation is that, wherever possible, students undertake these tests in 

the comfort of their own homes. Students in Years 8 to 13 are familiar with the LFTs having used them across 

the second half of last academic year and with our lack of on-site space to conduct lateral flow tests we feel it is 

more efficient if students can perform two tests, 3-5 days apart, at home. There are several videos online 

demonstrating how to conduct a lateral flow test at home if you feel you or your son/daughter needs a refresher, 

such as this one from the Department of Health and Social Care: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9XR8RZxKNo 

Lateral Flow Test kits can be ordered online here: 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 

The results of both these tests should be entered at the same time by parents/carers on the following form: 

https://bit.ly/2UG3oGN 
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Please ensure that you do let us know, via the link above, of the results of both your child’s tests. This will 

help us keep each other as safe as we can at the start of the new school year. The form only needs to be 

completed once both tests have been done. 

If you feel that your son/daughter would be better conducting the first test himself/herself but under 

supervision on the school site, then we will be offering this service on the two staff training (INSET) days on 

Wednesday September 1st and Thursday September 2nd between 10 am and 2 pm. 

Please note that staff at DGSB will not be able to carry out the tests for your child – they will simply supervise 

them whilst they are doing the test themselves. If you would like to use this service, you must book a place for 

your child using the link below by 12 pm on Tuesday 31st August 2021: 

https://bit.ly/3j5rLHg 

Please note: - Only students whose parents have booked a place using the link above will be eligible to test 

on site. Any student who arrives at school without a booking confirmation will be asked to return home as 

we do not have the capacity to supervise more students than we have allocated space for. 

Face Coverings - Update 

As you will be aware, the requirement for students to wear face coverings in school was removed at the end of 

July. New government guidance, issued on 17th August 2021 confirms this arrangement for the new academic 

year: 

https://bit.ly/3z4fEzV 

At DGSB, we will be acting in line with government guidance and face coverings indoors are therefore not 

compulsory. However, our strong recommendation – given the ongoing prevalence of the Delta variant, its 

increased transmissibility and the likely impact on case numbers of the nationwide return to school - is that 

students continue to wear face coverings in corridors and in enclosed communal spaces within the school 

buildings. They may also choose to do so in classrooms if they would like to.  

If your son/daughter wishes to wear a face covering in these areas, in the interests of his/her and others’ well-

being and safety, the school will fully support him/her in so doing. However, students who do not wish to wear 

a face covering or who are unable to wear one will be supported in just the same manner. At DGSB we will treat 

everybody equitably and expect all members of our school community to treat each other with the same level 

of politeness and respect, whatever their decision in this regard. 

Air Filters in Classrooms and CO2 Monitors 

I have recently authorised the purchase of classroom air filtration systems (HEPA) to help keep air in classrooms 

as clean as possible. The government has also just announced that it will be providing CO2 monitors during the 

autumn term for schools to use in classrooms. You can read more here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-schools-to-receive-carbon-dioxide-monitors 
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Vaccination of Young People Aged 16-17 

You may be aware that young people aged 16 to 17 are now eligible to receive their first vaccination against 

Covid-19. Walk-in vaccination centres are available to this age group, and students can find their nearest centre, 

if they would like to take up this offer, here: 

https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site 

As always, everyone at DGSB will do their best to ensure that all members of our school community remain safe 

and well as we begin an exciting new year, and your support in this regard is – as ever - hugely appreciated. 

We look forward to seeing your son/daughter at the start of September. 

Very best wishes, 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 
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