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Dear Parent or Carer, 

 

End of Year Update – July 2021 

 

It hardly seems a moment ago that we were eagerly anticipating the return of all our students after 

the end of the first period of national school closure, and yet here we are at the end of another 

tumultuous year! So much has happened, so much has been experienced and all of us at DGSB are now 

looking forward - as I imagine you are, too – to a summer which might afford some respite from our 

recent collective travails. 

 

Before you read this report, let me point you in the direction of a very short video which I have created 

for you. I have put together a time-lapse (ish!) video of our new school build which I have shown our 

students in assembly today. You can find it here – I hope you enjoy it!  

 

New Build Time Lapse Video July 2021 

 

I would like to start this end of year update with some hugely deserved messages of thanks. 

 

First and foremost, I would like to thank all my amazing colleagues – teaching and support – for the 

incredible work they have done this year. In addition to helping keep DGSB open and functioning for 

far longer and with a much higher level of attendance than many schools nationally (averaging close 

to 94% across 7-11), they have regularly gone above and beyond in ensuring they have been able to 

discharge their duties. From self-isolation and remote working to contact tracing and providing 

technology for students working at home, from TAGs and virtual parents’ evenings to zooming around 

the school to teach students in their bubbles, my colleagues have got on with their work brilliantly, as 

if it were second nature.  

 

And yet it isn’t second nature – these are new behaviours and routines that we’ve all had to learn and 

adapt to, and what has impressed me most of all is how colleagues have done so without complaint. 

They have been incredible, and I genuinely could not be prouder to lead our school.  

Second, and of equal importance, please allow me to thank you. Without your support – and at a time 

when I know you will have been experiencing huge challenges in your own professional and personal 

lives – we could not have done what we have been required to do. Your messages of thanks, your gifts 

and your wonderful cooperation with what I know is a hugely frustrating and convoluted system of 

self-isolation for students have been hugely appreciated and have kept us going, they really have. 

Thank you from me, on behalf of everyone in “Team DGSB”. 

http://www.dgsb.co.uk/
mailto:office@dgsb.co.uk
https://youtu.be/8TXPzB2tc2E


 

 

And finally, a massive thank you to our amazing students whose resilience, good humour and positivity 

have kept us going. It does our boys and sixth form girls immense credit that with so much put before 

them by the pandemic, they have – in true DGSB style – just got on with it to the best of their ability. 

We are hugely proud of them. 

 

The imminent summer break is perhaps more crucial in 2021 than it has ever been. Much uncertainty 

awaits us in September, so please ensure you get some rest and spend time with those whom you love. 

That, too, has never been more important.  

 

All of this said, we do have a huge amount to look forward to next year, with a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to move into brand new buildings. This will do us all so much good and will be a beacon of 

light for us over the next year and beyond. Moving day is February 14th, 2022, so watch this space for 

further news in the weeks and months ahead. In the meantime.... 

 

Fond Farewells 

 

This time of year is always bittersweet with colleagues leaving us to enjoy new challenges and 

adventures.  

 

This year, we bid adieu to Mrs Lynne Williams, who has given over 30 years of her life in service of 

educating children in the Dover, Deal and Sandwich area, the last 11 years of which have been at DGSB. 

Anybody who has met Mrs Williams cannot fail to have been impressed and inspired by her love of 

learning, her genuine passion and positivity. She leaves huge shoes to fill, and we will miss her 

tremendously, but as she begins her retirement, I know that putting her feet up is the last thing she 

will be doing! Lynne has many plans in place already, together with her husband Dai who is also retiring 

from his post at Astor College, not least of which will be attending the opening of the new school! 

Lynne and Dai, we thank you for your service, wish you well and look forward to seeing you again soon. 

Also leaving us this year are Mr Collins who is moving down the coast to take up a position at Harvey 

Grammar School and Mrs Iveson, teacher of MFL, who has brought great positivity to her role at DGSB 

and who must sadly leave us due to family circumstances. We wish both our colleagues well in all their 

future endeavours and want them to know that DGSB will always be here to welcome them back. Mr 

Davies, who has been our History maternity cover this term and last also leaves us as we prepare to 

welcome back Miss Derrick. We thank him for all he has done for us in his short time at DGSB. 

 

Finally, we say thank you and farewell to Mr Norton, our Catering Manager, who is leaving Caterlink to 

take up a new position with a retirement home company in Maidstone. We thank Matt for all he has 

done for DGSB and wish him every success in his new role. 

 



 

 

New Staff! 

Joining us in September will be: 

Miss Morgan Chatten, Maternity Cover Assistant Headteacher (Teaching and Learning) 

Mr Frost, part-time teacher of German 

Mrs Siguencia, joint MFL Subject Leader for 2021-22 (with Miss Orr) 

Dr Kelly, teacher of Science (Biology) 

Mr Foster, teacher of Science (Physics) 

Miss Rebekah Ord, teacher of Mathematics 

Mrs Calvo, Literacy and Academic Intervention Facilitator 

We look forward to working with all our new colleagues from September and welcome them to “Team 

DGSB”! 

 

End of Term Contact Tracing 

 

If your son or daughter has been in school this week at any point and tests positive for Covid-19 

between 1 pm on Wednesday 21st July and midnight on Friday 23rd July, please let the school know 

by emailing C19@dgsb.co.uk as soon as you are able. We are obliged to conduct contact tracing for the 

first few days of the holiday and will act on any information provided. 

 

Bubbles 

 

As you will no doubt have seen in the news, bubbles have now been removed from the DfE operational 

guidance for schools during the Covid-19 pandemic. This means we will be able to have colleagues back 

in their own teaching rooms from September 2021, which will be a tremendous boost for everybody 

and should make life a lot easier!  

 

New Attendance Officer 

 

From 1st September, we will have a dedicated Attendance Officer in Mr David Wozencroft, who is 

currently one of our cover supervisors. Mr Wozencroft will be having a short transition period working 

alongside our Key Stage Teams as they hand over this important duty to him.  
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Covid-19 Testing from September 2021 

 

Information about schools needing to prepare for September LFD testing in schools was put out a few 

weeks ago by the DfE, but at time of writing there has been no follow up. Unfortunately, therefore, we 

still don't know what the requirement - if any - will be come September. However, please keep an eye 

out during the summer for any urgent communication in this respect. What I can say is that whatever 

schools are required to do, we will not be asking any student or parent to come into school for testing 

before the 1st of September. In terms of any future self-isolation, my hope is that schools will only be 

required to have students who test positive self-isolate at home, and that close contacts can be 

managed by daily contact testing. I will of course keep you posted. 

 

Face coverings 

 

Given the current rise in prevalence of the Delta variant we have kept face coverings as a requirement 

in corridors and enclosed spaces, and as an option in classrooms, throughout Term 6. I will reflect over 

the holiday and see what the next few weeks bring before deciding what to do from September. It may 

be that circumstances force our hand, but keeping face coverings in indoor spaces (corridors, 

specifically) may prove a sensible approach to mitigate against students moving much more freely 

around the site next term. As above, more to follow pre-September. 

 

Start of Term 1 

 

Just a reminder that Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd September 2021 are both staff training (INSET) 

days, and we welcome Year 7 at 08:40 on Friday 3rd September, Year 12 at 11 am on Friday 3rd 

September and on Monday 6th September Y12 arrive at 11.05 am and Y13 at 10 am. All other year 

groups will need to be in school by 08:40. 

 

Thank you once again, and please have a restful, safe and restorative summer. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 

 


