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Dear Parent or Carer,  
 

Headteacher’s End of Year Report – July 2022 
  
As always, I hope that you and your loved ones are keeping well, particularly with the recent very high 
temperatures.  
 

With the summer break almost upon us, I have looked back at what I wrote to you last year at this 
time. With our new school not quite ready for occupation, I wrote that we had “a huge amount to look 
forward to next year, with a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to move into brand new buildings. This will 
do us all so much good and will be a beacon of light for us over the next year and beyond. Moving day 
is February 14th, 2022, so watch this space for further news in the weeks and months ahead.” Well, the 
date didn’t quite pan out as expected – do these things ever?! - but one thing I can say with cast-iron 
certainty is that we have now moved in, as the photos below demonstrate...  
 

   
 

This was the staff of DGSB on Monday 27th June as we left one school building for the last time and 
entered our new home for the first time. As exciting a moment as they come! And here is Kirshan, in 
Year 7 – the first student to officially enter our wonderful new school – a moment in DGSB history!  
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The last few weeks have been an opportunity to get used to our fantastic new surroundings, and to 
work out how everything works. We have already had quite a few public events – our new Year 7 
parents’ information evening, Year 7 Induction Day, Year 5 Information Events and Year 12 Taster Days, 
Sports Day (well done Channel House!) and Los M – so it has been a far busier end to the year than 
normal, but in such lovely new surroundings a very positive and enjoyable one.   
 

Over the summer, further works are planned with the installation of the school crest front and rear of 
the building, at the tower end, with the crest at the rear being illuminated and accompanied by the 
letters “DGSB” vertically in silver. Various snagging works will take place over the summer as well – as 
is always the case with large-scale projects such as ours – and of course the demolition phase of the 
project will commence in earnest. Expected completion of this stage of the programme is August 2023, 
at which point the bridge to the new car park on the site of the current buildings will be installed. This 
will then become the new parent and visitor entrance.  
 

That Was the Year That Was....  
 

Well, nobody can say we haven’t been busy! With the return of the first public examinations in three 
years, we have seen Year 11 and Year 13 sit GCSEs and A Levels with results out later next month. I 
would like to say a huge well done to students for getting through a demanding and challenging period 
of assessment, and an equally large thank you to all my colleagues who once again have gone above 
and beyond in preparing and supporting our boys and Sixth Form girls for their examinations.   
I would also like to thank you. Without your support cannot do our job anywhere near as effectively. 
This really is a partnership, and while the waters might be a bit choppy at times as we help your son or 
daughter navigate the teenage years, we are all working towards the same common goal – to help 
DGSB students become the best that they can be. Your help and support – and encouragement! - have 
been hugely appreciated and have kept us going, they really have. Thank you from me, on behalf of 
everyone in “Team DGSB”.  
 

And finally, a massive well done and thank you to our amazing students whose resilience, good humour 
and positivity have kept us going during an at times frenetically busy year. They take everything in their 
stride, smiling as they go; we are hugely proud of them.  
 
ClassCharts at DGSB  

  
 

In September, you and your son/daughter will receive a log-in for your new ClassCharts account. This 
is something that we have been trialling at DGSB this year, and which will be launched fully in 
September. The account will allow you to track ‘live’ your son’s / daughter’s progress in terms of 
behaviour, Above and Beyond points and rewards so that you are always aware of how s/he is 
performing in lessons and outside of lessons.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Start of Year Parent Information Events  
 

When we return in September, each parent in each year group will receive an invitation to an important 
start-of-year information event to be held in the Great Hall. To allow you to plan ahead, these will all 
take place in the week beginning 5th September 2022. Years 7 and 8 will be on Tuesday 6th September 
and Years 9,10 and 11 will be on Thursday 8th September. Sixth Form arrangements will follow in due 
course. More details to follow towards the end of the summer break, but in the meantime do please 
save the date!  
 

Fond Farewells  
 

This time of year, is always bittersweet with colleagues leaving us to enjoy new challenges and 
adventures.  
  
This year, we say goodbye to Jason Cunningham, Subject Leader for Design and Technology, who 
leaves us after almost 10 years. Jason has been a true supporter of all things DGSB ever since he first 
set through the door and has contributed not only to the success of his department but to the wider 
life of the school at events such as “Fiat Lux Day” and innumerable sports days (though he tells me he 
wanted to save himself this year for an important rowing competition and in middle age recovery times 
are much longer!). Jason’s energy and commitment will be hugely missed at DGSB, but we wish him 
every ounce of luck and happiness in his new endeavours.  
 

Kate Tomes is also leaving us this summer. Having joined us from Maidstone Grammar School in 
September 2015, Kate’s indefatigable energy and enthusiasm have lit up the Modern Foreign 
Languages department as both teacher and Subject Leader. Kate has also been involved in World 
Challenge, most recently in 2019 when she successfully led a trip to south-east Asia. Kate has been a 
larger-than-life presence at DGSB and her humour and general bonhomie will be much missed. As with 
Jason, we wish Kate all the very best in the next chapter of her life.  
 

Finally, it is a sad farewell to two long serving and much-loved members of the SEND department. We 
have already said our goodbyes to Elaine Keen, and we are also saying farewell to Marilyn 
Mavromichalis who bids us adieu at the end of term after 17 years at DGSB. I would like to say a very 
public thank you to both colleagues for their selfless service over many years to our SEND and more 
vulnerable students. There are many Old Pharosians who owe both Elaine and Marilyn a huge debt of 
gratitude, and it is with great sadness that we say goodbye. However, as one door closes another one 
opens, and we wish both colleagues every happiness and success in their next adventure.   
 

 
GCSE and A Level Results Days  
 

A Level results will be published to students on Thursday 18th August and GCSE results on Thursday 
25th August. Further information on the arrangements for each day has been sent home separately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Staff!  
 

Joining us in September will be:  
 

Mr Robert Mugford – Subject Leader for Design and Technology  

Mr Jacob Fysh – teacher of Mathematics  

Mrs Marie Chambers – Teaching Assistant (SEND)  

Miss Tamzin May – Higher Level Teaching Assistant and DofE Centre Manager (now a permanent 
contract)  

We look forward to working with all our new colleagues from September and to welcoming them to 
“Team DGSB”!  
 

Start of Term 1 2022-23  
 

Just a reminder that Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September 2022 are both staff training (INSET) days, 
and we welcome Year 7 at 08:40 on Monday 5th September, Year 12 at 10 am on Monday 5th 
September and all other year groups at 11 am on Monday 5th September.  
 

Thank you once again for all your fantastic support, and please have a restful, safe and restorative 
summer.  

 

Fiat Lux  
  
Yours faithfully,  

  

 
Phil Horstrup  
Headteacher  
  
  
 

 


