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Dear Parent or Carer, 

End of Term 2 Update from Mr Horstrup 

With Christmas almost upon us, it gives me great pleasure to update you on all things DGSB as we near 

the end of Term 2. Covid continues to throw numerous challenges our way, but I remain hugely proud 

of how we as a school community have dealt so positively with managing the situation, always keeping 

our heads up and supporting one another. That is what our school is all about, and why I am so 

immensely proud to be Headteacher at DGSB. I would also like to thank you, as parents and carers, for 

all you do to ensure things can continue as normally as possible during the ongoing pandemic. 

Everybody at DGSB is hugely grateful for your support, positivity and encouragement in such difficult 

times; it keeps our spirits buoyed to receive such positive messages from you. Finally, and perhaps 

most important, I would like to thank and pay tribute to my staff who continue to be amazing in every 

respect. 

New School Move 

Of course, the biggest - and most exciting! - news this term has been the confirmation of the dates of 

our move to our wonderful new school. Crates will be delivered – all 2000 of them! - on March 7th and 

will then be filled by staff before being transported across to the new school in the week commencing 

21st March. The week of 28th March will be our remote learning/INSET week when students will not be 

on site, but staff will be busy settling in and completing training in our new home. Full details of the 

work we will be setting for students on the 28th, 29th and 30th March will follow in the new year. This is 

an historic moment in DGSB’s journey and we are all looking forward immensely to life in our fantastic 

new accommodation. 

Farewell Tours 

To celebrate the end of our time in our current buildings, we have organised an open house event for 

Saturday 5th February.  I sent a letter home about this earlier this week. If you would like to book a 

place, please complete the form which you can find linked below by January 21st 2022: 

https://bit.ly/3DRdwwH 

Mock Examinations 

With continuing uncertainty around the nature and format of summer 2022 public examinations, it is 

hugely positive that we have been able to complete two sets of mock examinations, one for Year 11 

and one for Year 13. In addition to the excellent training and preparation offered by mock exams, they 

may also play a crucial role in any teacher assessed grades scenario, should it be required, and we were 
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therefore really pleased that students were able to complete their exams this term. I would like to say 

a huge well done to all our Year 11 and Year 13 students for their hard work in completing their exams. 

A massive well done too to Mrs Burvill, our new exams and data manager who had only just joined us 

when the mocks began! 

Farewell...and Welcome! 

I would like to thank Mr Daniel Okere who has been our temporary teacher of Physics since early 

October. He has given us sterling service in his short time with us, and we wish him all the best in the 

next stage of his career. In January, we welcome his permanent replacement, Mrs Clare Cavanagh, who 

will be joining us from Brockhill Park School in Saltwood. We look forward to welcoming Mrs Cavanagh 

to “Team DGSB” in the new year. 

Events 

This term saw the annual DGSB Remembrance Services, the last that will take place in these buildings. 

They were, as always, a beautifully well-observed and hugely respectful tribute to all who have given 

their lives in conflict to protect others. Sports fixtures have continued throughout this term and my 

thanks, as ever, go to our PE department for their commitment and positivity, and to all the students 

who have taken part. Mrs Simes has recorded a wonderful virtual Christmas Concert which you can see 

on the website. This year, some staff have got together to do a rendition of “Hallelujah” which was 

great to see.  

Attendance 

Just a reminder that Mr Wozencroft is our Attendance Officer, and he can be contacted at 

attendance@dgsb.co.uk. Wherever possible, please use the MyEd app for any absence notifications 

for Years 7 to 11. 

New Arrival! 

We were delighted to hear that Mrs Gisby gave birth to a baby girl, Freya, on November 14th. Mum and 

baby are both doing well, and we are all looking forward to meeting Freya soon! 

Pupil Premium 

Miss Calver, our Pupil Premium Champion, has been doing great work this term engaging with all our 

students eligible for the government’s Pupil Premium funding and Free School Meals. If your child is in 

receipt of the Pupil Premium and you would like to discuss his needs, please contact Miss Calver at 

lcalver@dgsb.co,uk 
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Fiat Lux Scholars 

Our new cohort of Fiat Lux Scholars will shortly be announced, as Year 7 become the latest students to 

receive this important designation. They, like our other Fiat Lux Scholars and our Year 11 Prefect 

Pathway students, will play a critical role as “Ambassadors” for the move to our new school and will be 

the first students to be shown around in late January as part of their training.  

“This Is Who We Are” Rewards! 

A huge well done to all students who have gone “above and beyond” in meeting the positive attributes 

in our “This Is Who We Are” behaviour charter. They have all received a well-deserved £10 Amazon 

voucher from me, and a congratulatory letter.  

Term 3 Lateral Flow Testing 

The government has asked all schools to carry out lateral flow testing at the start of Term 3. As has 

previously been the case, we do not have the appropriate spaces on site to be able to do this en masse. 

Please can I ask, therefore, that your child does two LFTs on or around the 3rd and 4th of January and 

before s/he returns on 5th January. This is to help protect him/her and other members of the school 

community as students and staff return to school. 

Contingency Plan for Remote Teaching and Learning 

With the rapid spread of the Omicron variant, there remains the possibility that a period of remote 

teaching and learning may be required at some point in the new year. To this end, and to ensure we 

are prepared in case of any such requirement, we will over the holiday be updating our protocols and 

appropriate information. I will, of course, let you know as soon as I receive any information and 

students will be emailed likewise. We hope, of course, that we will return as normal in January but it’s 

always wise to prepare for the worst and hope for the best! 

It just remains for me to wish you a very happy, safe and restorative Christmas break, and to say that I 

look forward to seeing everybody back in school on Wednesday 5th January. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 


