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Dear Parent or Carer, 

End of Term 4 Update from Mr Horstrup 

When I got up this morning, little did I realise that it would take me 3 hours to get to DGSB! Who could 

have foreseen snow on April 1st?! Some April Fool’s prank indeed! Notwithstanding the meteorological 

fun and games, we have come successfully to the end of another ‘big’ term at DGSB. 

It has been a challenging last few months for us all, not least because Covid has, sadly, not gone away, 

much as we would all like it to. That said, we have fared much better than many school locally, 

regionally and nationally and have not had to send any year groups home to engage in remote learning. 

It is entirely appropriate that I pay tribute to my amazing staff for their resilience, hard work and 

absolute desire to serve our students as best they can. We will now take a brief pause, recharge our 

batteries and come back ready for action on Tuesday 19th April.  

New School Move 

We were all somewhat frustrated by the delay to our move to the new school – which would have been 

taking place this week – though as with all such large-scale projects there are always going to be things 

which are outside of our control. I have had some good discussions with the DfE over the last two 

weeks and will be able to update you on our confirmed move date right at the start of next term – 

watch this space! 

Farewell Tours 

We were delighted to be able to welcome over 1000 visitors to DGSB on our “Farewell Tour” open 

event on February 5th. Thank you so much if you were able to attend, and we hope you enjoyed 

reminiscing! My thanks go to my PA, Lizzie Reynolds, who put in a tremendous amount of extra work 

and effort to organise the event. Once we are in the new school, a series of events either late in the 

summer term or early September will take place to allow parents and students to see our wonderful 

new home! 

Preparing for GCSE and A Level Examinations 

With only weeks to go until the first GCSE and A Level examinations for three years, we have put on a 

large amount of additional support both during the Easter break and during the exam period itself. I 

hope that Y11 and Y13 students will take advantage of what teachers are putting on, and that they use 

the Easter break not only to get some well-earned rest, but also to continue their revision. Time spent 

wisely this holiday will reap rewards come August! 
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Farewell...and Welcome Back! 

We are saying farewell to two colleagues at the end of this term and at the start of next term. Miss 

Ravenwood, who has been providing maternity cover for Mrs Daniel, is leaving today to join Highworth 

Grammar School in Ashford. I would like to thank Miss Ravenwood for her dedication to our students 

and the hard work she has put in during her time at DGSB. We all wish her the very best of luck at hew 

new school. As Miss Ravenwood leaves, we welcome back Mrs Daniel from her maternity leave; we 

are all really pleased to see her return to the fold! 

Also leaving us at the end of April is Miss Chatten. Miss Chatten has been providing maternity cover 

for Mrs Gisby but is leaving us to join The Turner Free School as Trust Director of English. She has been 

a fantastic member of the school’s leadership team in her short time with us and has put in place lots 

of great things which we will be taking forward in the next 12-24 months. Again, I would like to thank 

Miss Chatten for her excellent service, and we all wish her all the best for her new role. 

Charity Work 

Thank you so much to everybody who has contributed to our effort to collect resources and food for 

Ukrainian refugees. We have made two visits to Folkestone (thank you Mr Rosier and Mr Cunningham!) 

to deposit with the BRC the items you have so kindly donated. It made our hearts glad to see such 

generosity, so thank you for anything and everything you were able to do to support this cause. 

Mobile Phones and Earphones / AirPods 

When we move into the new school, we will be evolving the way in which students are able to use 

mobile technologies. In readiness for the move, students have all been reminded that mobile phones 

must not be used inside the school buildings, except in the hall and canteen at break and lunchtimes. 

AirPods / earphones must also not be worn in the buildings, with the exception of the hall and break 

at lunchtimes. Your support in reminding your son/daughter of this important information is much 

appreciated. I will update you further on our plans for mobile technologies in the new school next term. 

Attendance 

Just a reminder that Mr Wozencroft  is our Attendance Officer, and he can be contacted at 

attendance@dgsb.co.uk. Wherever possible, please use the MyEd app for any absence notifications 

for Years 7 to 11. 

 

 

 

mailto:attendance@dgsb.co.uk


 

 

Pupil Premium 

Miss Calver, our Pupil Premium Champion, has been doing great work this term engaging with all our 

students eligible for the government’s Pupil Premium funding and Free School Meals. If your child is in 

receipt of the Pupil Premium and you would like to discuss his needs, please contact Miss Calver at 

lcalver@dgsb.co,uk 

“This Is Who We Are” Rewards! 

A huge well done to all students who have gone “above and beyond” in meeting the positive attributes 

in our “This Is Who We Are” behaviour charter. They have all received a well-deserved congratulatory 

letter from me and at the start of next term will receive their £10 Amazon voucher.  

Whatever your plans for the next few weeks, I hope you are able to spend some time with family and 

friends over the Easter break, and to get some rest. 

We look forward to seeing all our students again on Tuesday April 19th. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 
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