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Dear Parent or Carer, 

End of Term 1 Update from Mr Horstrup 

I hope, as always, that you are well and taking care.  

We have made it through to the end of Term 1 of the new academic year and despite all the challenges that 

Covid-19 continues to throw our way, we have a huge amount to be proud of. And, of course, we have our 

wonderful new school now only months away from completion. I would like to place on record my thanks to our 

fantastic staff and our Governors for their continued hard work and support. 

I would like to take the opportunity to update you on all things DGSB from this term and to give you some 

information about what will be happening across the months ahead. 

New School Move 

After the latest progress meeting with Kier and the DfE yesterday, we are still on track for our moving date of 

February 14th (the first Monday of the February half term). We will know definitively from the DfE and Kier by 

the end of next month that this is a confirmed date, and I will of course update you as soon as I am able. A full 

explanation of how the move will work for students and staff will follow thereafter. Today, we will be placing 

orders for all the new furniture (brand new tables and chairs in every classroom) and IT equipment (interactive 

panels for classrooms and laptops for staff) that we will need when we move, which is very exciting! We had the 

“Topping Out” ceremony late last month and are now eagerly looking forward to the official opening ceremony 

for the new school which should take place in April / May 2022 once we have moved in and got ourselves settled 

in our lovely new environment! 

Farewell! 

We will be saying a temporary farewell to Mrs Gisby, Assistant Headteacher, today as she begins her maternity 

leave shortly after the October half term holiday. She will be ably deputised for by Miss Chatten, who has been 

with us since September, but in the meantime, we wish Mrs Gisby every happiness as she begins this new 

chapter of her life. We are also saying goodbye to Miss Dancer, our Examinations and Data Officer who is taking 

up a new role at the University of Kent at Canterbury. We shall miss her at DGSB as she has been fantastic in all 

areas of her work, but we wish her all the very best as she takes on a new career challenge. Miss Dancer will be 

succeeded by Mrs Burvill who joins us from St. Anselm’s in Canterbury on November 15th. 

Events 

It has been wonderful this term being able to have assemblies once again, and, new for this term, House 

assemblies as we look to develop further our brilliant House system. We have also welcomed into school two 

external organisations. Mr Polden and the Sixth Form Team organised for the “Unacceptable Roadshow” to 

come and perform in school to KS4 and Sixth Form audiences to highlight the need for equality of attitudes and 

respect towards female members of society. This was hugely impactful and very well received by students and 

staff alike. Earlier this week, Mr Silk organised for the “Box Clever” production company to come and perform 
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one of Year 11’s set texts, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. The students have been raving about what they saw, and it has 

really helped them understand this crucial element of their English GCSE. I would like to place on record my 

thanks to all colleagues who have helped bring our curriculum alive this term with events such as these – 

wonderful to see! Next month we will have the final Remembrance Day services in our current school buildings, 

which will be a wonderful occasion as always. 

Sports Fixtures 

I would like to place on record my thanks to the PE department under Mr White, which has this year got back 

into the swing of competitive fixtures – so much so that there has barely been an afternoon without one! Sport 

is such an intrinsic part of DGSB life and it has been great to see fixtures being allowed to take place once again. 

Attendance 

Mr Wozencroft (attendance@dgsb.co.uk) has been bedding in this term in his new role as Attendance Officer 

and he has thoroughly enjoyed his new responsibilities. As a reminder, from Term 2 we will only be checking the 

MyEd app and the email account referenced above for absence notifications, so please don’t use the 

answerphone facility from Monday 1st November. 

Shorter lunchtime 

As a result of our lack of outdoor space, and the fact we won’t be able to use the bottom field from next term 

as it is our only available pitch for fixtures and needs to be looked after, we will be shortening our lunchtime for 

Terms 2 and 3 only by 10 minutes. This means that Period 5 will start at 14:15. School will still finish at 15:25. 

Pupil Premium 

Miss Calver, our Pupil Premium Champion, has been doing great work this term engaging with all our students 

eligible for the government’s Pupil Premium funding and Free School Meals. If your child is in receipt of the Pupil 

Premium and you would like to discuss his needs, please contact Miss Calver at lcalver@dgsb.co,uk 

New Behaviour and Rewards Policy 

Last term, Mr Beaumont (Associate Assistant Headteacher) and Mr Wakefield (Deputy Headteacher) worked on 

the development of our new Behaviour Policy for Years 7 to 11 at DGSB. This is intended to create the highest 

possible level of consistency of experience for students and staff, and it has been implemented successfully this 

term. I am very grateful to Mr Beaumont for his work in this area, ably supported by colleagues, and we will 

continue to expect the very highest levels of effort and standards of behaviour from all our students using our 

new policy. 

 

Fiat Lux Programme 

Mr Rosier, in addition to his duties as Subject Leader for PRE and Social Sciences, has been working away as an 

Associate Assistant Headteacher on developing our Fiat Lux Programme and related activities, and on developing 

mailto:attendance@dgsb.co.uk
mailto:lcalver@dgsb.co,uk


 

 

DGSB as a “community hub” and a potential future “Research School”. Much of Mr Rosier’s work will really take 

off once we move to our new school, but in the meantime he is doing great work laying the foundations for what 

is to come. 

Finally.... 

…..to whet your appetite for what is soon to come, here is one of our Year 10 student’s drone photos of our new 

school for you to enjoy. Four months and counting.... 

 

 

Have a lovely half term and we look forward to seeing our students back in school on Monday November 1st. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 


