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Dear Parent/Carer 

   
I would like to give you information on some improvements that the school is making to the house system.  DGSB 
has become increasingly popular in recent years and there are now five forms of entry in each year group 
compared with four in previous years.    With only the four houses of Castle, Channel, Port and Priory, there has 
become a need to add a new, fifth house. The new house will be called Pharos (named after the Roman 
lighthouse in Dover).  
   
For the last few years, tutor groups have been named D, O, V, E and R and have comprised students from a 
mixture of all four houses.  This will change so that all students in a tutor group will belong to the same 
house.  Students will stay together in their current tutor group, but the name of their tutor group will change 
to a house name.  In making this change it will mean that some students will be joining a new 
house.  Assemblies will be used to help relaunch the houses with students told which house their tutor group 
will belong to.  It is anticipated that house competitions will be reinvigorated by this as well as boosting the 
healthy competition that our students enjoy.   
   
The changes set out above do not affect lessons, sets or timetables.  The only practical change for some 
students will be the colour of the house shirt that is worn for PE (if they have changed house). I would ask that 
when you next come to buy a house top, you simply choose the appropriate colour for the house that your son 
will belong to.  In the meantime, for students who would like to swap their existing house top, the PE department 
will make the necessary arrangements.  As a reminder, the colours for the houses are as follows:  
   
Castle   -  Red  

Channel -  Green  

Pharos   -  White  

Port   -  Blue  

Priory   -  Yellow  
   
The changes will come into effect on Monday 17th June in preparation for Sports Day which takes place on the 
5th of July and which will be the first big event following the relaunch of the house system.  
 

Yours faithfully  
 

 

 

Chris Wakefield 

Deputy Headteacher 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 
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