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Dear Parent or Carer, 

 I am aware that there is a lot of information being sent home at the moment which we are asking you to read 

and digest. However, these are exceptional times and we are all having to react very quickly to a changing 

landscape. Please therefore bear with us over the days ahead as we do our utmost to put everything in place 

for the closure of our school.  

With the above in mind, and whilst some of you have already responded to my previous communication, the 

belated release of the government's 'key worker definition means that we require further information from 

some of you. Please therefore ensure that you read the following message all the way through, as there are 

some key actions which are required in a short space of time. These key actions are located at the bottom of 

this letter. 

 As you will be aware, all schools including DGSB will be closed as of the end of the school day today (Friday 

20th March) until further notice. Separate messages are being sent out regarding learning at home and 

provision for the vast majority of pupils who will not be in school for the time-being, and this information is 

also being included in updates on our website (www.dgsb.co.uk). However, this email is to update you about 

the plans we have to provide for the children of ‘key workers’ and those pupils who are classed as most 

vulnerable. 

Please note that this is not normal school provision – it is an emergency childcare initiative and it will not be 

the equivalent of normal school provision in terms of the educational content of each day. Please consider 

very carefully whether this is a service you wish your child to access as the risk of transmission of Covid-19 

within school, although low, is still present and cannot be ruled out. It may be therefore that it is far safer 

for your child to remain at home and work remotely. 

 Eligible Children 

As stated above, the government has now provided a comprehensive list of ‘Key Workers’ within the 

information to be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision. 

Please note that the guidance refers to ‘essential’ workers for many of the groups. As an example, local NHS 

trusts have already identified groups of workers who can work from home, so simply working for the NHS does 

not automatically qualify a family for these arrangements. 

 The guidance also clarifies ‘vulnerable children’ as those, “with safeguarding and welfare needs, including 

child in need plans, on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ children, young carers, disabled children and those 

with education, health and care (EHC) plans.”. 
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If you believe that your child is not covered by the ‘vulnerable’ category above, but that they will need extra 

support beyond what you can provide at home, please contact me at phorstrup@dgsb.co.uk as soon as 

possible.  

Please also note the guiding principles within the information:  

 If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be 
 If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, then  

educational provision will be available for them at DGSB in the first instance between now and the 
Easter holidays 

 Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social 
distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying conditions 

 Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which 
can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as adults. 

In order to best protect both children and staff during this crisis, we will be asking that childcare is 

requested only where there is a clear need. Although having one ‘critical worker’ in the household may qualify 

your child for this provision, we would expect that if there is a non-critical worker in the home capable of basic 

childcare during the day that guiding principle 1 should be the starting point for families. The government 

guidance reaffirms this stance with the following statement: 

“Many parents working in these critical sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child 

who can be safely cared for at home should be.” 

We would therefore ask that all families consider the impact on themselves, their families and others in 

terms of the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) before requesting childcare. 

 Action for Parents 

 If you haven’t already done so, please inform the school if you believe that you qualify for the 
childcare arrangements AND whether you think that you may need to use them by completing 
the online form which can be found here: http://bit.ly/2UfGiCx 

 Even if you have already completed the form previously sent out, please do so again by 
accessing the link above by 9 pm today (Friday 20th March). This is to let us know if you will 
require childcare on either or both of Monday or Tuesday of next week (23rd and 
24th March) so that we can plan staff arrangements accordingly. The school will be open 
between 9 am and 3 pm each day and students will have access to computers. Lunch will be 
available. Once we have everything in place for Monday, we will be back in touch with you to 
start gathering information for Wednesday onward. 

Please note: If you commit to your child coming in on Monday and/or Tuesday next week we will expect him 

to be in school for 9 am. If he does not arrive we will assume there is an issue and will contact you to let you 

know, as this would constitute a potential welfare or safeguarding concern. 
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Free School Meals: There will be a number of children who are entitled to a free school meal who are not 

eligible for the childcare arrangements. There is work underway for a national voucher scheme for children 

whilst they are off school, but whilst this is being put in place, please inform us if you need support with this so 

that we can try to order individual vouchers for you to use – until our capacity improves we will not be doing 

this as a matter of course so it is vital that you inform us if you need vouchers or the opportunity to collect a 

free school meal as soon as possible. Please email office@dgsb.co.uk if you need to let us know. 

I fully appreciate that there is a lot of information to digest in this email, so please do contact the school if you 

have any questions. There will be limited staffing in the main office from Monday so please be patient and we 

will get back to you as soon as we can. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 

 

 


