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Dear Parent or Carer, 

First and foremost, I hope you are all managing to keep well and that you are looking after yourselves 

and your loved ones. As a school we remain open for the children of key workers and those with 

specific vulnerabilities and needs and will continue to do so for as long as we are able. Please don’t 

feel that you are working alone when it comes to educating your son or daughter at home. Teaching 

and pastoral staff are more than happy to receive emails from you with any questions or queries you 

might have and will respond as soon as they are able.  

Year 11 and Year 13 Calculated Grades 

Further to information that I have sent out previously, we are yet to receive any concrete information 

from the government on how or exactly when data from schools will be collected in order to allow 

GCSE and A Level grades to be calculated. I will of course update you as soon as I am able.  

However, our strong advice to Year 11 and Year 13 students is that they should wherever possible 

and practicable finish covering the content of their GCSE or A Level courses using resources already 

provided (which will be on Office 365 Teams in the main). If their teachers advise them that they 

should submit any remaining work which they feel would be of use in helping them arrive at a 

teacher assessed grade, then they should attempt to complete this work. Teachers will advise how 

they wish this work to be sent to them. This message will also be going out to students via email. 

Please reinforce this message with your son or daughter. It is worth stressing that any work 

submitted now would only be an additional consideration over and above the information and data 

that the school already has. Students should not therefore think by doing a particular piece of work 

now that this alone will lead to an improved grade, nor should they make requests to teachers 

asking for a higher grade. 

We do not propose to set lesson by lesson work given that all public examinations have been 

cancelled. However, it would be in students’ best interests to complete anything which, in discussion 

with their teachers, is deemed to be of potential use during the forthcoming process. Furthermore, 

by completing course content, students will be in the best position possible if they decide to sit an 

examination in the autumn / summer 2021. 

Transition from Year 11 to Year 12 

One of the most important things for current Y11 students to do is to keep their minds active and 

focussed on the subjects they wish to do at A Level. To this end, we are currently producing a list of 

resources for every subject to bridge the gap between GCSE and A Level which we expect students to 

use. This list will be sent to parents and students at the start of next week. Please support your son in 

doing all he can to help make this crucial transition, made even more important by the current 

situation. 
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Online Learning Resources 

Colleagues have been working flat out to get resources on Office 365 and Show My Homework and 

will continue to do so. Please bear with us – like all schools we have had to change our entire way of 

working overnight and there will be bumps in the road as we move from one system to another. 

Many of the best and most effective online platforms such as Kerboodle and Dr Frost Maths have 

experienced huge increases in activity and have suffered downtime as a result. However, they are 

doing their best to increase the reliability of their online platforms over the next few days and weeks. 

Microsoft Office Suite for All Students 

You can now download a full version of Office 365 on to your home PC / laptop through your son’s 

Office 365 account. The installation works for both MacBook and Windows PC / laptop running 

Windows 10, Windows 8.1, Windows 8 (and Windows 7 although unsupported) or a recent MacOS 

version operating system. Mr Hansen has kindly produced a guide on how to download Office 365 

which is attached to the email you have received. 

The Importance of Routine! 

Our strong advice is that students should be sticking as closely as possible to their normal daily 

school routine. In times such as these, routine is crucial for maintaining a sense of purpose and focus, 

as well as mental well-being, and should of course include regular breaks for exercise. However, 

please reinforce with your son or daughter that they should not become anxious or worried if they 

are unable to complete work set in the normal hour-long lesson slot. The key thing is that they 

should do the best they can in the time available but not worry if they have to continue into the next 

day. Many teachers will be setting work that will need to take place over a few days or even a couple 

of weeks, so there is absolutely nothing to worry about if this takes a little longer than students 

would like. 

Top Tips for students each morning: 

 Check school email 

 Check Teams 

 Check Show My Homework 

 You’re ready to get started! 

Asking Questions 

If students are having problems with their work or if they need more to do, please encourage them 

to email their teachers directly - copying in their form tutor and Director of Key Stage - to ask for 

their help. We want them to do this! We are not there to speak with them directly at the moment, so 

students need to take responsibility for their own learning as much as they can. We can help with 

things we are told about, but cannot help with the things we are not told about. 

 

 

 



Feedback to Y12 Parents and Students on Progress 

We have decided that we will wait until the first week of May to provide Year 12 parents and 

students with formal feedback on progress to date. This is only 18 school days away, but the brief 

pause will give everybody time to adapt to these new ways of working. In the meantime, colleagues 

will continue to give informal, formative feedback in the normal manner for any work that students 

submit. During the 'feedback week' colleagues will use school email to contact parents, with students 

copied in, in order to provide feedback. This will be designed to prompt further progress and provide 

advice and guidance.  

Year 12 Examinations Summer 2020  

In the current circumstances, a school-wide programme of remote Y12 exams is not feasible, 

practicable or manageable. However, some subjects will want and be able to set students an 

examination or assessments, the results of which will be used only to inform students and 

departments about general progress and in the full knowledge of the limitations of the exercise. 

Departments will inform students by 15th May of their intentions to set an examination or 

assessment (or not) and will give details as to their nature and purpose. The designated fortnight for 

setting any examination / assessments will be the same as per the 2019-20 calendar: 15-26 June. 

We will continue to look at other year groups and how / when we might be able to pass on feedback 

in a similar vein. I will of course keep everybody updated. 

 

Please take good care of yourselves and do let the school know if there is anything further we can do 

to help or support you. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


