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26 August 2020 

 

Dear Parent or Carer, 

Updated Government Guidance on Wearing Face Coverings in Schools 

As you will be aware, the Government today (August 26th, 2020) published revised guidance on the use of face 

coverings in schools and colleges. This guidance can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education 

When I wrote to you in July, I informed you that I was happy for students and staff to wear face coverings in 

school, if worn correctly and appropriately, from the start of the autumn term 2020-21.  

This remains the case. 

However, please ensure when you discuss the potential use of face coverings in school with your son or 

daughter that you explain that wearing a face mask is not a substitute for good hand and respiratory hygiene. 

The best way for all of us to ensure we keep each other safe is to wash our hands thoroughly and frequently 

with soap and water and to use a tissue to cover our mouths and noses when we sneeze or cough (the crook 

of the arm can be used if no tissue is available). Where it is not possible to use soap and water, alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer (70%+ alcohol content) should be used. This will be available in every classroom and at every 

point of entry to the school but it would be helpful if you were able to equip your son or daughter with a small 

pocket sized bottle of hand sanitizer for him/her to use around school or when using public transport. 

If you decide that you would like your child to wear a face covering in school, please ensure he/she is aware of 

how to correctly and safely put on and remove face coverings. Guidance on how to do so follows at the end of 

this letter.  

Please also be aware that the school will be operating a zero-tolerance policy in instances where students: 

• Make inappropriate use of face coverings 

• Tamper with other students’ face coverings 

• Wear face coverings with what the school determines to be inappropriate of offensive slogans or 

images 

As we work to make DGSB as safe and secure an environment as we can at the beginning of the new academic 

year, your help in ensuring your child is aware of all the above is greatly appreciated. 

http://www.dgsb.co.uk/
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We will of course publish revised and updated guidance as and when appropriate. All information will continue 

to be published on our website, www.dgsb.co.uk. 

We look forward to seeing Year 7 and Year 12 in school on Thursday 3rd September, and all students on 

Friday 4th September. Please refer to previous letters (all of which are on our website) for full details of arrival 

and departure times. 

Yours faithfully 

  

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 

  

How to wear a face covering 
  

A face covering should: 

• cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably 

• fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face 

• be secured to the head with ties or ear loops 

• be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton 

• ideally include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organisation recommends three 

depending on the fabric used) 

• unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry according to 

fabric washing instructions and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged 

When wearing a face covering you should: 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before 

putting a face covering on 

• avoid wearing on your neck or forehead 

• avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, as it could 

be contaminated with the virus 

• change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it 

• avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession (for example, when leaving 

and entering shops on a high street) 

When removing a face covering: 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before 

removing 

http://www.dgsb.co.uk/


   
 

   
 

• only handle the straps, ties or clips 

• do not give it to someone else to use 

• if single use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not recycle 

• if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature 

appropriate for the fabric 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once 

removed 

  

 

 


	How to wear a face covering

