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www.dgsb.co.uk   

email: office@dgsb.co.uk  

 Headteacher: Philip Horstrup 5th March 2021 

Dear Parent or Carer, 

Update on Reopening of Schools from March 8th 

We are really looking forward to seeing students back in school from next week. It has been almost 3 months since we 

last had everybody in school, and we have missed the day-to-day rhythms and routines that make our school such a great 

place to work and learn. As we look forward to such a positive moment, I just wanted to thank you for your continued 

support of the school, and of me and my staff, over the last 12 months and particularly during this most recent period of 

national school closure. It has been a really challenging time for us all, but your messages of support and the help you 

have given us have been hugely appreciated, I can promise you. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my 

colleagues - teachers, support colleagues, Governors - for all the amazing work they have done over recent times, 

regularly going above and beyond in their efforts to support students. I am very lucky to work with and lead such a 

wonderful group of people.  

With so much going on at the moment, I thought it would be useful just to summarise some key aspects for next week's 

reopening in one place. I hope this is useful for you. As ever, if you need any further advice or information, you can have a 

look on our website at www.dgsb.co.uk or follow us on either Facebook or Twitter for updates. If you cannot find the 

information you need, simply email office@dgsb.co.uk and we will get back to you as soon as we can. 

Timetable for Reopening 

Year 7: Tuesday 9th March from 08:40  
Year 8: Tuesday 9th March from 08:40  
Year 11: Wednesday 10th March from 08:40  
Year 13: Wednesday 10th March from 08:40 (attendance at subject lessons only, as in Terms 1 and 2)  
Year 12: Thursday 11th March from 08:40 (attendance at subject lessons only, as in Terms 1 and 2)  
Year 9: Friday 12th March from 08:40  
Year 10: Friday 12th March from 08:40  

 Year 7 and Year 8 should arrive by 08:35 and go to the Quad ready for AM PDT at 08:40   

 Years 9-11 inclusive should arrive in time for AM PDT and go to their normal area (zone) before then going into 
their tutor room in time for morning registration 

 Sixth Form students should arrive in time for their first taught lesson on their given start date and should use our 
new InVentry e-sign in system at main reception as soon as they arrive in school (Mr Polden has sent out further 
information about this to students).  

Please note: Remote Lessons will continue to take place for each class in each year group until that year group returns 
to in-person teaching. All students should therefore continue to access live lessons until their return date. 

Protocols 

 Year group bubbles will continue as per government guidance and as we operated in Terms 1 and 2 

 Break and lunch zones will continue as per government guidance and as we operated in Terms 1 and 2 

 Lunch time is 13:30 until 14:10. Food service will be as normal from next week 

 Face coverings for all students and adults are required in corridors and communal areas 

 The school strongly recommends, in line with government guidance, the use of face coverings (not visors) in 
classrooms during lessons 

 Hand sanitizer to be used by students on entry to site and when entering and leaving classrooms  

 Staggered end times to the day: 

o Year 7 - 15:10   Years 10 and 12 - 15:20  

o Years 8 and 9 - 15:15  Years 11 and 13 - 15:25 
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Asymptomatic Testing 

As previously referenced, students may access asymptomatic testing at any of KCC's 24 sites around the county 

(see https://bit.ly/3bGF9N0), including the one located in Dover (indicated by the red pin on the map below): 

 

 

Capacity appears to be excellent at this site as this screenshot shows: 

 
 

Reports from parents and students who have already used the service report that it is quick and easy. A quick reference 

guide on how the test process works can be found at https://bit.ly/3sPntG0. If you decide to use this service (and it is 

entirely voluntary, though recommended) please complete our short form (https://bit.ly/3dPdBYs) to confirm the result. 

This data will be treated in confidence and in accordance with the school's data retention policy and GDPR guidelines. 

Please note that students who choose to engage with the testing process do not need to have done 3 tests before coming 

back to school if it is impossible for them to do so. 
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Home Testing Kits 

From Monday 8th March we are expecting to receive our first boxes of Covid-19 home testing kits which will be 

distributed to students in school as soon as is practicable. This will enable students to test themselves at home from next 

week onwards. As with the KCC sites, such testing is strongly encouraged but remains voluntary. As currently, no child will 

be denied access to school if they are unable or choose not to engage with the testing process. 

Keyworker Children Attendance 

Children whose parents are keyworkers may still attend school before their year group returns next week.  If you would 

like your son to be on site before his year group comes back in for in-person teaching, we would be grateful if you could 

email Liz Howe in the main office at lhowe@dgsb.co.uk. Students should come to main reception and wait to be asked to 

enter the building.  

Uniform 

Students in Years 7 to 11 should wear normal school uniform from when they return to school. If you have any concerns 

about uniform, please contact the appropriate Director of Key Stage in the first instance. If you are experiencing any 

difficulties sourcing uniform, please be aware that we operate a "previously loved" uniform service and have a substantial 

number of items in school ready to be collected. If you are interested in using this service - either to collect or donate - 

please contact my PA, Lizzie Reynolds, at lreynolds@dgsb.co.uk.  

Symptoms and Continued Vigilance 

With all students returning to school next week, and with the virus still circulating, we all need to do all we can to ensure 

that we do not bring it into school. If your child displays symptoms in line with potential Covid-19 infection, or if anybody 

in your household may be carrying the virus, please err on the side of caution and keep your child at home until you or 

s/he can be tested. This will help us all to keep safe and to reduce the risk of community transmission. 

Once again, thank you for your continued support of our school. We look forward to seeing your son/daughter back in 

school next week and to getting back to some form of normality. As always, I will keep you updated on how things 

progress in the days and weeks ahead. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Very best wishes 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 

 

 


