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07 January 2021 
 
Dear Parent or Carer, 

Update on Exams 2021 

I hope you are well and taking care. 

You will have seen the Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson's announcement to MPs 

yesterday (Wednesday 6th January) that exams this summer will not take place as planned. The key 

part of the announcement is as follows (my highlighting): 

"Another area where we have learned lessons is on exams. Last year, all four nations of the UK found 

their arrangements for awarding grades did not deliver what they needed, with the impact felt painfully 

by students and their parents. Although exams are the fairest way we have of assessing what a student 

knows, the impact of this pandemic now means that it is not possible to have these exams this year. I 

can confirm that GCSEs and A and AS Level exams will not go ahead this summer. This year we are going 

to put our trust in teachers rather than algorithms. 

The department and Ofqual had already worked up a range of contingency options. While the details 

will need to be fine-tuned in consultation with Ofqual, the exam boards and teaching representatives, I 

can confirm now that I wish to use a form of teacher-assessed grades, with training and support 

provided to ensure these are awarded fairly and consistently." 

Until Monday, schools and school leaders had been assured that exams would take place as normal 

this summer and no alternative arrangements - a "plan B" if you like - had been made apparent to us. 

We remain therefore somewhat unsure as to how the system for awarding grades will work this 

summer and await further news of the 'fine-tuning' and training referenced in Mr Williamson's address. 

In the meantime, the best advice I can give you as parents and carers, and the best advice to pass on 

to our Year 11 and 13 students is that they should continue with their lessons and their learning as 

normal. Whatever system is developed for the awarding of grades this summer, it is almost certain to 

include a broad range of factors - attendance, attitude in lessons (including remote lessons), tests, 

classwork, homework, mock examinations, non-examined assessments - and the best and most 

effective way to ensure each of these elements is as positive as possible is to carry on as normal and 

continue to put in maximum effort.  
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It may be that we are required to hold additional mock examinations later this academic year - but we 

just don't know yet. So, my advice above still holds; students should continue to take part positively 

and actively in remote lessons, complete all their work and put maximum effort into all they do. 

I do of course understand that these are unsettling times for all of us, and the sooner we have 

information from the Government on how grades will be awarded the better it will be, in particular for 

our Year 11 and 13 students who need and deserve clarity sooner rather than later. Until then, we just 

need to keep focussed, keep calm and continue working to the best of our ability. 

As soon as I have further news, I will of course let you know. 

Very best wishes 

 

Phil Horstrup  
Headteacher  
 


