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Dear Parent of Carer,  
 

Update on Assessment: Summer 2021 (GCSE and A Level)  
 
Further to my recent letter, my colleagues and I have now had some time to look at the information 
we have been given about assessment of students in Years 11 and 13 this summer in the absence of 
GCSE and A Level examinations.  

Having looked at what is required of teachers and schools, DGSB is taking a measured and 
patient approach to this process. So far, we have been told that:  

 Students will be assessed on what they have been taught, not on content they have not 
covered or been unable to cover  

 Teaching should continue for as long as possible   

 Schools can decide the evidence base: a mix of external tasks, mock exams, coursework, 
essays, homework, in-class tests taken from across the whole GCSE or A Level course  

 Non-examined assessment (NEA – what used to be called coursework) should be continued, 
ideally completed and can contribute to the overall grade. Exam boards will not moderate 
the NEA  

 Individual circumstances should be considered during this process, where 
appropriate (Please note: whilst there will be no formal special consideration process with 
exam boards, the school will collect information from students about any individual 
circumstances which may have affected their performance)  

 The school’s past results should not be used as a guide to inform this year’s results  

 Schools will be expected to tell students the evidence on which their grades will be based   

 Examination boards will provide guidance on how to create evidence bases in each subject by 
the start of the Easter holiday  

 Examination boards will provide non-compulsory assessment tasks for schools to use in the 
construction of their evidence bases. These are not examinations and do not need to be done 
under examination or timed conditions.  
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To allow us to do all of the above by the June 18th deadline for the submission of grades to the 
examination boards, we have agreed the following timeline:  

Date  Event/Deadline  

9th March to 23rd  April  Planning, training, formation of proposed Evidence Bases and 
assessment dates  

23rd April  Finalisation of schedules for DGSB 
Summer Assessment Period. Publication to students/parents  

23rd April  Submission by heads of department of Evidence Bases  

27th April  Publication of Evidence Bases to students/parents.  

4th-28h May  DGSB Summer Assessment Period – multiple assessment tasks run 
across normal lessons; 1 week of notice minimum before an assessment 
task; feedback may be provided in an appropriate manner though 
teachers will not be giving students grades for work they submit  

4th May-11th June  Internal Quality Assurance process 1   

Thurs 27th May  Provisional last day for Year 11  

Fri 28th May  Provisional last day for Year 13  

7th – 11th June  Verification week – Completion of remaining marking, review of evidence 
base and continuation of internal Quality Assurance 1  

Fri 11th June – Thurs 
17th June  

Internal Quality Assurance process 2 (Headteacher and Deputy 
Headteacher)  

Fri 18th June  Deadline for submission of awarded grades  

  

As you will see from the information above, we have put in place a “DGSB Summer Assessment 
Period” during which time teachers will provide specific assessments for students to undertake during 
normal lesson time. This will be timetabled and the timetable will be given to parents and students so 
that everybody knows what will be happening, and when.   

Results Days  

Results days this year will both be in the same week, as follows:  

A Level = Tuesday 10th August  

GCSE = Thursday 12th August  

Appeals  

Appeals will be free for students. However, the school’s only role will be to check for processing errors. 
We will not be expected to review the original judgement of students’ work. Examination boards 
will review the evidence base in light of the grade provided. There may then be a request for further 
information from the school or a virtual school visit.  



 

 

Our intention, as last year and as always, is to ensure that students are treated fairly and that the 
evidence to support the grades we produce is robust and reliable. We want students to be able to 
progress to the next stage of their lives with confidence.  

Of critical importance is that students continue to maintain an absolute focus on their learning and give 
of their best at all times between now and the end of the academic year, as what they do from now 
on is likely to be more heavily weighted in the assessment process than what they have already done.  

We will continue to keep in touch with you and with your son/daughter over the coming weeks as 
more information is released by OFQUAL and the examination boards.  

If you have any questions, do please contact the school and we will respond as soon as we are able.  

Very best wishes,  

 

Phil Horstrup  
Headteacher 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

  
  
  
 

 

 

 


