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12th May 2021 

 

Dear Parent or Carer 

Update on Wearing of Face Coverings in Schools 

As you may be aware, the Prime Minister signalled his intention on Monday May 10th to change the 

recommendation on the wearing of face coverings in schools from May 17th.  

Since September 2020, DGSB has worked hard to ensure the safety of all our students and staff and to 

implement effective control measures, in line with Government guidance, to prevent the spread of Covid-19. 

Indeed, since we returned after the most recent period of national school closure, on March 8th, we have had 

only two confirmed cases of Covid-19 among the student body (both linked, and the origin case involved a 

student who contracted the virus before returning to school) and none among staff. 

I therefore believe that our control measures have been appropriate and effective in doing all we can to 

mitigate against the spread of the virus. 

However, we are not out of the woods yet. 

With new variants becoming of concern, and an uptick in cases across certain areas of the country, including 

Dover in recent weeks, we cannot let our guard down.  

Thus, although the Government will no longer be recommending the use of face coverings in either classrooms 

or corridors / indoor spaces from May 17th, at DGSB we will be maintaining our expectation that students 

and staff wear face coverings when walking inside buildings and when in corridors waiting to enter 

classrooms. We will also retain the option for students/staff to wear a face covering in classrooms if they wish 

to do so. 

Government guidance has also retained the requirement for students to wear face coverings on public 

transport. 

You can read the full guidance for schools here: https://bit.ly/3uF0TkN 

Step 4 of the roadmap out of lockdown will be implemented no earlier than June 21st. It may well be at this 

point we can amend our expectation regarding the wearing of face coverings. However, until then I believe it is 

in everybody’s best interests – including those of the local community and students’ families and friends – that 

we keep taking the precautions that have served us well over the last eight months or so. 

Thank you once again for your continued support of everything that we are doing to keep DGSB students and 

staff as safe as possible during these challenging times. 
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Yours faithfully 

 

Phil Horstrup 
Headteacher 

 

 


