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24 August 2020 

Dear Parent or Carer, 

What DGSB is doing to ensure a safe return to school 

I very much hope that you have managed to get a break this summer holiday, and that you and your 

family are keeping well and taking good care. 

We are really looking forward to seeing your son or daughter back in school from next week when we 

will be opening fully for the first time since the end of March. As you would expect, and as I informed 

you before the end of last term, we have put in place a significant number of additional measures to 

ensure DGSB is as safe as it can be for all our students and staff. We have issued revised safety 

protocols for everyone who comes on site, and I have created – with the assistance of our union 

representatives and Governors – a full risk assessment, all of which you can find here: 

https://www.dgsb.co.uk/832/coronavirus-covid-19-updates 

As a parent myself, I understand fully that some of you may be nervous about the possibility of 

sending your child to school once more, but I would like to reassure you that my colleagues and I 

have done as much as we possibly can to make the school site as Covid-secure as possible. We will of 

course continue to refine and adapt our procedures as time goes on, but we will continue to do all we 

can to make sure that your son or daughter is as safe as possible when at school.  

I thought that it would be useful, as we prepare to return to school full time, to go over the things 

that all of us – parents, carers, students and staff – will be doing to make sure we keep everybody as 

safe as is humanly possible.  

I would be very grateful if you could read and digest the information below and ensure that your 

son/daughter is aware of his/her role in ensuring that everybody at DGSB is kept safe. 

We will need to ensure that: 

• Anybody who is ill with Covid-19 symptoms stays at home and that the school is informed 

• We stick to a robust hand and respiratory hygiene regime 

• We communicate effectively with one another if there are any issues or concerns 

• We reduce contact with one another as much as we can when we are on site 

• Students take responsibility for looking after themselves and others when in lessons and 

when moving around the site. 

http://www.dgsb.co.uk/
mailto:office@dgsb.co.uk
https://www.dgsb.co.uk/832/coronavirus-covid-19-updates


To help minimise contact between different groups of students and keep each other safe we will: 

• Group students together in year groups, based in different zones around the school, with 

teachers coming to students rather than the other way round 

• Wherever possible keep students in key stage bubbles and in different areas during break and 

lunchtime (a new, large canopy is being built on the Quad to allow Year 7 and 8 students to be 

outside even when it is raining) 

• Arrange classrooms with forward facing desks and ensure, wherever practicable, a minimum 

2m distance between students and the teacher 

• Ensure staff maintain distance from pupils and other staff as much as possible 

• Put in place enhanced cleaning regimes and make available hand sanitizer and disinfectant 

spray in every classroom 

• Allow students and staff to wear appropriate face coverings/masks on site should they wish to 

do so. 

 

How you can help us 
 

In order to help us keep DGSB as safe as possible, for everybody, please can you make 
sure that: 

• Your son/daughter does not come into school if he/she has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

symptoms, or has tested positive in at least the last 10 days 

• Complete the 14-day mandatory quarantine period before returning to school if he/she has 

returned from a country not on the safe list since August 20th 2020 

• Follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 

(COVID-19) infection’, which sets out that individuals should self-isolate for at least 10 days 

and should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). 

• Other members of your household (including any siblings) self-isolate for 14 days from when 

the symptomatic person first had symptoms. 

Likewise, we will ensure that if anyone in school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or 

a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), 

they will be sent home and told to self-isolate and to have a Covid-19 test. 

If a student or staff member has tested positive whilst not experiencing symptoms but develops 

symptoms during the isolation period, they must restart the 10-day isolation period from the day 

they develop symptoms. 

Our response to any infection in school 

If we become concerned about a case or multiple cases of Covid-19 at DGSB we will contact our local 

Public Health England health protection team.  

All of us need to understand that we will need to be ready and willing to: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contacts-phe-health-protection-teams


• book a test if we display or a child displays symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into 

the school if they have symptoms and will be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them 

in school  

• Provide details of anyone with whom we or a child have been in close contact if either were to 

test positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace 

• self-isolate if we have or a child has been in close contact with someone who tests positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19), or if anyone in our household develops symptoms of coronavirus 

(COVID-19). 

 Please note that: 

• If you or your child tests negative, if you/they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar 

to coronavirus (COVID-19), you/they can stop self-isolating. However, you or they could still 

have another virus, such as a cold or ‘flu – in which case it is still best to avoid contact with 

other people until feeling better. Other members of their household can stop self-isolating. 

• If you or your child tests positive, you must make sure you follow the ‘stay at home: guidance 

for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must 

continue to self-isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of symptoms. Students must only 

return to school if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of 

smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia can last for several weeks once the infection 

has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day when they first became ill. If they still have 

a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to normal. 

Other members of their household should continue self-isolating for the full 14 days. 

How we will manage confirmed cases of Coronavirus (COVID-19) at DGSB 

DGSB will take swift action if we become aware that someone who has been on site has tested 

positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). We will contact the local health protection team (HPT). This 

team will also contact DGSB directly if they become aware that someone who has tested positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19) attend our school, as identified by NHS Test and Trace. 

The health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close 

contact with the person during the period that they were infectious, and ensure they are asked to 

self-isolate. At DGSB we will have set seating plans for every class during every lesson, so we will be 

able to assist in tracing any close contacts of students who test positive for Covid-19. 

The health protection team will work with DGSB in such a situation to guide us through the actions 

we need to take. Based on the advice from the health protection team, we will send home those 

people who have been in close contact with the person who has tested positive, advising them to 

self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person when they were 

infectious. Close contact means: 

• direct close contacts - face to face contact with an infected individual for any length of time, 

within 1 metre, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected 

physical contact (skin-to-skin) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


• proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) 

with an infected individual 

• travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person 

The health protection team will tell us who must be sent home. Anybody who needs to be informed, 

will be informed by letter sent through ParentPay and, where possible, by telephone. 

Household members of those contacts who are sent home do not need to self-isolate themselves 

unless the student or staff member who is self-isolating subsequently develops symptoms.  

If someone in a class or group that has been asked to self-isolate develops symptoms themselves 

within their 14-day isolation period they should follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with 

possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’. They should get a test, and: 

• If the test delivers a negative result, students/staff must remain in isolation for the 

remainder of the 14-day isolation period. This is because they could still develop the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) within the remaining days 

• If the test result is positive, they should inform DGSB immediately, and should isolate for at 

least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms (which could mean the self-isolation ends 

before or after the original 14-day isolation period). Their household should self-isolate for at 

least 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, following ‘stay at 

home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ 

How DGSB will contain any outbreak of Covid-19 

If DGSB has two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence 

where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, we will continue to work with our local health protection 

team who will be able to advise us if additional action is required. 

In some cases, our health protection team may recommend that a larger number of other students 

self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure – perhaps the whole site or year group. With the 

other measures we are putting in place at DGSB, whole school closure based on cases within the 

school will not generally be necessary and will only occur on the advice of health protection teams or 

following instructions issued by the local authority (KCC) or central government. 

Summary 

I do, of course, understand and appreciate that this is an uncertain and challenging time for all of us. 

However, I hope you will see from the information above that we are doing all we can to make DGSB 

as safe a working and learning environment as possible during the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. There 

is a lot of information for us all to take on board, but the key will be to: 

• Keep our distance 

• Keep washing our hands 

• Keep each other informed 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


• Keep looking out for one another. 

If we can all do all of the above, we will be able to keep DGSB as safe as possible. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 


