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Dear Parent or Carer, 

 

Re: Coronavirus update – school closure to most pupils 

 

Following on from my last update, I am now writing to let you know that we have now been 
instructed to close the school to almost all children until further notice.  

To help us plan for the next few weeks and months, which as you will appreciate is not an 
insignificant task, we will be closing the school to all students as of the end of today (Thursday 
19th March) with the exception of certain children. Details about who these children are, and the 
actions I require from you, can be found below. 

As advised by the government, we will do all we can to stay open for the children of key workers 
(e.g. NHS staff, police, others in frontline services including food delivery and manufacture and the 
manufacture of medical supplies) and children with certain needs. However, please be aware that 
as a school we intend to operate only a skeleton staff to ensure that we comply with government 
advice on social distancing and to protect colleagues, their partners and relatives and their 
children. Therefore, all sixth form students are expected to work at home and if at all possible we 
would expect younger students to work from home as well unless it is absolutely impossible for 
them to do so. 

We are waiting for the government to publish more information on what ‘key workers’ means, but 
it would help me in the meantime if you could let me know if you think your child may fall into one 
of these categories and if you feel it is necessary for him to come into school. Please therefore 
complete the form which you can find below by 7 p.m. tonight, Thursday 19th March. It is critical 
that I receive this information by the time stated to allow us to plan effectively. 

 

http://bit.ly/2UfGiCx 

 

All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into 
school from Friday onwards. 

Please note that this is a national closure – as you may have heard in the news – so while it is a 
challenging situation, we are not alone. We will re-open fully as soon as we are told to do so and 
will let you know when this is by writing to you and by posting information on our website, 
www.dgsb.co.uk.  

 

What we will continue doing while your child is at home: 

Your child’s learning is of course of critical importance to us, so we will continue to help your child 
to learn. I would also very much like to enlist your support in ensuring students use the time they 
have at home to work effectively and keep their minds engaged and active. This will be of 
particular importance when your son or daughter returns to school when we re-open.  

http://www.dgsb.co.uk/
mailto:office@dgsb.co.uk
http://bit.ly/2UfGiCx
http://www.dgsb.co.uk/


Each student is aware of the online resources we use in school and further information for you, as 
parents and carers, and for students will be sent out later today. Please therefore keep an eye out 
for this when it arrives in your inbox. Students must also check their school email at least once a 
day. 

Our expectation, given the length of time students are likely to be off school, is that they will do all 
they can to complete work set by teachers. Up until the Easter holidays (Wednesday 1st April), 
teachers will aim to set work for students in line with their timetabled lessons. The work will be 
available through Show My Homework (SMHW) and Teams, in a similar way to that in which 
homework is already set.  

After the Easter holidays (from Thursday 16th April), work may be set which will require students 
to work on specific projects or questions over a period of time (probably two or three week 
‘chunks’ of time). Teachers will be available to answer questions at various points during the 
school day. However, as my colleagues may themselves have children and relatives to look after 
during this crisis, students should not worry if they do not receive an instantaneous response. We 
will always aim to reply within 1 working day. 

If your child usually receives free school meals we will also be in touch with more information 
about how we will continue to provide this, with support from a scheme that the government has 
just announced. 

 

Public Examinations - Year 11 and Year 13 students 

We are fully aware of the impact the government’s decision to cancel public examinations this 
summer will be having on students. We feel immensely sad that they are not going to have the 
opportunity to sit their exams and show the results of their hard work and the fantastic progress 
they have made. Both year groups have been seen today before they left school and we have 
made it absolutely clear that we will do everything in our power to support them and ensure they 
receive favourable and fair treatment with regard to their GCSEs and A Levels. We are waiting on 
news from OFQUAL which is expected on Friday and will inform you as soon as we are better 
informed of the government’s plans. In the meantime, students can contact teachers and pastoral 
support colleagues whenever they need to by email, or, if they prefer, by telephone. We are here 
to help and support and will continue to do so to the best of our ability. 

  

What we will not be able to go ahead with: 

 School trips either in the UK or abroad 

 After-school clubs 

 Events in school either during the day or in the evening 

 Internal exams or tests 

 

This is as much as I know at the moment and I appreciate your continued patience as we deal with 
this rapidly changing situation. I understand that this latest news will have an impact on you and 
your family and I know it is far from ideal. However, my colleagues and I will continue to keep in 
touch with any updates as the situation develops. 



If you want to get in touch to share any concerns, please don’t hesitate to do so via the contact 
form on our website. 

And remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do next, please use NHS 
111 online. 

Thank you again for your continued support, and I will be in touch with more information when I 
can. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Phil Horstrup 

 

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19

