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Dear Parent or Carer, 
 
Period of National School Closure - January 2021 
 
As you will have seen last night, the Prime Minister has instructed all schools to move to online, remote 
teaching and learning with immediate effect and for the foreseeable future. At DGSB we have rigorous 
systems in place which have been developed over the last 10 months and which have today allowed us to 
move to online, remote lessons. We will continue to provide the best level of education we can in these very 
challenging circumstances. 
 
From information we have been given, it seems that this period of national school closure will last until at least 
the remainder of this term. Thus, our remote teaching and learning systems will remain operative until further 
notice, with only the children of keyworker parents/carers able to come on site. Assemblies have been 
delivered to all students on our expectations for remote learning and on what our students need to do to 
ensure they make the most of this new way of learning. I cannot stress enough that every DGSB student has a 
responsibility to himself/herself to make the most of every opportunity provided, and to show respect and a 
positive attitude towards teachers and fellow students at all times. Any incidences of poor or inappropriate 
behaviour will be followed up and parents / carers will be contacted. Absence from lessons is also being 
monitored and again will be followed up. 
 
GCSE and A Level Examinations 2021 
 
The Prime Minister has indicated that exams at GCSE and A Level will not take place as planned in 2021. We do 
not yet have clarity from the government on what system will replace examinations, nor to what extent. It is 
therefore vital that our Year 11 and Year 13 students continue to focus on their learning and work as hard as 
they can as the school is almost certain to play a role in shaping whatever system the government puts in 
place. Continuing as if exams were still taking place as normal is the single best piece of advice we can give 
students in examination year groups, as doing so will only benefit them. 
 
Children of Keyworker parents 
 
If you are a keyworker parent/carer and would like your son to come into school on any day from next Monday 
until the end of term, please complete the form below by the end of Friday 8th January. Please only use this 
service if you are certain you will need it: 
 
http://bit.ly/2JwpIwP 
 
Access to Digital Devices 
 
If your son or daughter requires a digital device, please be aware that we do still have a few available and 
more have now been ordered from the Department for Education. Please contact your son or daughter's Key 
Stage Leader (Mr Platts - KS3; Mr Beaumont - KS4; Mr Polden - KS5) if you would like us to loan your 
son/daughter a device for the duration of the period of national school closure. 
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Students Eligible for Free School Meals 
 
We are in contact with KCC and the DfE about access to FSM vouchers. Once we have further information on 
how vouchers will be distributed, we will of course let those concerned know. 
 
All of us at DGSB know and understand that this is once again an uncertain time for parents, staff, and 
students alike. None of us wants this, but we must deal with the reality in front of us. If we all continue to do 
our bit, pull together and continue to support one another we will get through this. Please know that we 
remain available and contactable to support you and your son/daughter as best we can over the weeks ahead. 
Please get in touch if there is anything at all we can do to help you. 
 
Very best wishes, 
 

 
 
Phil Horstrup 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


