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Dear Parent or Carer, 

Partial closure of school - Thursday 19th and Friday 20th March 

In these uncertain times I would like thank you for your continued patience, support and good humour 

given the current circumstances. The last few weeks have not been easy for any of us, but you have 

helped us to make a difficult situation much more manageable, for which many thanks. 

However, having risk assessed the current situation within school and given the number of staff who 

have now had to self-isolate for 14 days, I have decided to move to partial closure of the school 

from Thursday 19th March in order to ensure that we can operate safely. In the first instance this will 

hold for the remainder of this week (Thursday 19th and Friday 20th). Therefore, for the next two days: 

 Only Years 7, 11 and 13 will be expected to come into school and their lessons will wherever 
possible run as normal 

 Years 8,9,10 and 12 are expected to work from home using the online resources of which they 
are already fully aware (though see reminder below). Students should continue to follow 
Public Health England guidelines and not put themselves or others at risk 

Please note: If you are the parent of a student in Year 8,9,10 or 12 and you work in education, for 

the NHS, police, fire brigade or armed services, you have the option of sending your child / children 

into school. However, please be aware that they will not be taught in normal lessons but rather will 

work independently under supervision. 

If your son/daughter falls into any of the categories listed above and you would like him/her to 

continue coming into school whilst we remain open, please complete this short form by 9 pm this 

evening: 

Any student in Years 8,9,10 and 12 coming into school over the next 2 days under the scheme 

described above should go directly to the main hall and wait there to be registered and for further 

instructions. 

http://bit.ly/2UfGiCx 

All of the information above is of course subject to further change should government policy or our 

own circumstances alter. I will of course continue to keep you informed. 

If you are the parent or carer of a child who accesses free school meals and you are concerned about 

whether or not your child will be able to eat well whilst at home, please contact the school in 

confidence and we will do our best to support you.  

http://www.dgsb.co.uk/
mailto:office@dgsb.co.uk
http://bit.ly/2UfGiCx


 

 

Student use of online resources whilst working at home 

Please remind your son/daughter that there is a wealth of resources available for them online which 

they are expected to access and use whilst working at home. These resources include Office 

365 through which students can access their school email - which they should check regularly from 

now on - and Teams. Students should use their normal school log in and access Office 365 either via 

the school website's "quick links" or by visiting the Microsoft Office 365 log in page. Staff have been 

busy over the last 12 months developing the resources which they are able to put on Teams and in the 

current situation this is the main repository for instructions and resources. Students (and 

parents/carers) also have access to Show My Homework, where resources and instructions on what 

work to complete can also be found. In due course, our Director of ICT, Mr Hansen, will be sending out 

a useful one page guide for parents and students as a 'one stop shop' reminder of all the resources that 

are available to your son or daughter. 

I am fully aware that this is a really difficult time for all of us. Please be reassured that I and my 

colleagues will continue to do all we reasonably can, and for as long as we can, to support your 

son/daughter and to keep our students and staff safe.  

If you have any questions do please contact the school. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


