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Parent Bulletin – week ending Friday 17 July 2020 

Dates for Diary: 

DATE TIME EVENT 

TERM 6 -  Monday 1 June to Wednesday 22 July 2020 

 
Year 9 English – Mr Silk 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
If your son is currently in year 9 and will be starting year 10 in September, we are strongly 
recommending that you purchase the following texts: 
 

 ‘Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ by Robert Louis Stevenson (we recommend 
Wordsworth Classics edition) 

 ‘Journey’s End’ by RC Sherriff (we recommend Penguin Modern Classics edition) 
 ‘The Merchant of Venice’ by William Shakespeare (we recommend Oxford School 

Shakespeare edition) 
 
Although the English department provide copies of these texts in lessons, it will be beneficial 
if your son has his own copy so he can make extensive notes that will aid revision; the class 
copies cannot be annotated.  We begin the year with ‘Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde’.  If you have any questions, please contact Mr Silk on asilk@dgsb.co.uk.   
 
Many thanks - The English Department 
 
Science Jamboree – Mrs Williams 
 

Don't forget that you have been invited to take part in the Science Jamboree to have a go at 
some simple experiments and with the view to create a virtual series of experiments that 
could be shared on the DGSB website and/or YouTube channel. All students have been 
emailed the letter and the permissions form can be found here. 
 
The dead line for the upload of all video's on the Science Jamboree Team is midnight on 
Sunday 12th July. 
 
Thank you to those who have signed up so far with some great ideas. 
 
If you have any queries please send me an email on lwilliams@dgsb.co.uk  
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School Library Updates - Ms Farley (efarley@dgsb.co.uk) 
 

The library now has access to a wide range of eBooks and audiobooks that students can use 
from home. eBooks NOW is accessible from the website link: https://soraapp.com/welcome 

Sora 

Open a world of reading. Try Sora, the new reading app for students, by 
OverDrive. 

soraapp.com 

From that web page: 
1. Click on the green button labelled: My School is Secondary eBooks NOW 
2. Select our school by scrolling down the list to click on: Dover Grammar School for Boys 
3. Enter your username and password 
Notes about username and password: 

Your username is the same as the characters in your DGSB email before (but not 
including) the '@' symbol. It is the same username you would use to log into the school 
network (when at school). 
  
The password is in the format: 9DDMMYY. Where DDMMYY is your birth date. For 
example, somebody born on 05 April 2009 would have the password: 9050409. 

  
Ms Farley’s recommended books are: 
KS3: the Noughts and Crosses series by Malorie Blackman which is available on the 
SoraApp 
KS4: Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds which is available on the SoraApp 
Year 11 and KS5: A list of authors has been recommended which are designed to give 
students the opportunity to read more about the issues underlying the protests calling for 
change and justice under the auspices of the Black Lives Matter Movement. These include 
but are not limited to Jason Reynolds, Ibram X. Kendi, Ijeoma Oluo, Layla F. Saad, Audre 
Lorde, Maya Angelou, and Toni Morrison 
 
The following books are now available on the SoraApp: 
 
KS3: 
Reynolds, Jason, and Ibram X. Kendi, Stamped: Racism, Anti-Racism, and You (audiobook) 
 
Zoboi, Ibi (ed), Black Enough: Stories of Being Young and Black in America 
 
KS4: 
Blackman, Malorie, Boys Don’t Cry 
 
Walker, Brian F., Black Boy/White School  
 
KS5: 
Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi, Americanah 
 
Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi, Half of a Yellow Sun 
 
Di Angelo, Robin, White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism 
 
Eddo-Lodge, Reni, Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race 
 
Lorde, Audre, Sister Outsider 
 
Oluo, Ijeoma, So You Want to Talk About Race 

mailto:efarley@dgsb.co.uk
https://soraapp.com/welcome
https://soraapp.com/welcome


 
 

Get Caught Reading Competition 2.0 

There's only 1 week left to enter the Get Caught Reading Competition! 

 

I will be issuing virtual raffle tickets to all students who email me to let me know what they are 

reading. Students can be in with the chance of winning a £10 book token and will be awarded 

achievement points. They must include in their email: 

a. What they are currently reading (book title and author) – this can be a physical book, 

an eBook, an Audiobook, etc. 

b. A brief summary of what has happened so far including characters and setting 

c. What they like or dislike about it 

All students who email me this will be immediately issued with achievement points and they will also 

be entered into the usual draw which will run until the end of the school year. The winners will be 

chosen on Monday 20th July. 

Don’t stop reading! 
 
 
 
 
 
Music - Mrs Simes 

 
Musicians - keep practising! I'd love to know what you've been working on. Why don't you 
email and let me know? You could send an audio (no videos please) so that I can have a 
listen. Or perhaps you could prepare a mini concert for your family? 
 
Covid19 Concert - don't forget to watch the 30 minute concert if you haven't 
already: https://youtu.be/eDY5iA7JcTc 
 
Piece of the week - The great film composer Ennio Morricone died this week. Why don't you 
have a listen to some of his music? My personal favourite is 'The Good, The Bad and the 
Ugly' theme. Even if you've never watched the film, I'm sure you will have heard that iconic 
piece of music. Here's a short clip discussing his life and 
works: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MBZiynzF5A 
 
Year 7 Music Star Class competition - 7 Priory are currently in the lead! Keep that work 
coming in! The winner will be announced on 17th July so there's still time to make a 
difference! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/eDY5iA7JcTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MBZiynzF5A


 
Science – Mrs Watson 
 
 
Science work - Years 7-10 
 
 Please can you ask your son to check on Educake and ensure any tests that they have not 
completed are done by July 15th. 

 
 
Eco-School 
 
I am delighted to let you know that DGSB has now 
been awarded the Bronze Eco-School Award. 
However, this is just the beginning. We hope next 
year to start implementing our action plan. This will 
only be successful if students commit to being part of 
the committee and attend meetings on a regular 
basis and follow this up with action in between 
meetings. If your son / daughter want to make a real 
difference please encourage them to join us next 
year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Bang - I highly recommend having a look at this if you are 

interested in science or engineering. 

 

https://www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/ 
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Sports Award Evening 2020 

 

 

On Friday 17th July the PE Department will be recognising the sporting achievements of the 

many boys who have represented DGSB this academic year. A link to the presentation video 

will be emailed out at exactly 6:30pm on Friday 17th July to all pupils in Yrs 7-11. Please feel 

free to watch along as we celebrate another successful sporting year at Dover Grammar 

School for Boys. (If you are unable to watch the Awards Evening ‘live’ the link will remain valid 

until the end of term). 

Season reviews will include: 

Football: Yrs 7-11 

Rugby: Yrs 7-10 

Best of the Rest: Basketball, Cross Country, Handball, Indoor Rowing and Sports Hall 

Athletics 

Awards will be ‘presented’ in the following categories: 

Football Player’s Player: Yrs 7-11 

Football Player of the Year: Yrs 7-11 

Rugby Player of the Year: Yrs 7-10 

County Representatives 

Team of the Year 

Sports Colours: Awarded to the Year 11 pupils who have made considerable contributions 

to DGSB sport over the last five years. 

Senior Champion: Awarded to the Year 11 pupil who has made the most significant 

contribution to DGSB Sport. 

 

PE Department  

 



 
 
 
 
Careers Corner - jfreeland@dgsb.co.uk 
 
This week activities are to find out about science and art careers and support Young Carers. 
 
Big Bang Digital 2020 on Tuesday 14th July -  
 
Science, engineering & Covid-19 is a free, online event on Tuesday 14 July that celebrates 
the amazing work of scientists and engineers in a pandemic. The 1-day event celebrates their 
achievements, hears about challenges, innovation and collaboration, and explores some 
upsides to lockdown. 
Aimed at students aged 11+ #BigBangDigital gives young people a front row view of the 
incredible contribution of people working in science and engineering. 
 
Art resources from The Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge These MAKE and ReSource 
activities are designed to introduce young people to a range of artworks from The Fitzwilliam 
Museum's collection and suggest engaging creative activities which can be completed at 
home with just basic art supplies. Look out for virtual art workshops too. 
 
UCA are running an exciting programme of virtual Summer Schools from Monday 27 July 
until Friday 31 July 2020. In the following subject areas: Animation, Architecture, Fine Art, 
Board Games Design, Photography, Product Design. Further info on the website. 
Applications, priority Y12, open until Wednesday 15 July. Apply here. 
 
Young Carers  The Department of Health and Social Care have now published guidance for 
Young Carers. It includes support and can signpost to relevant information, support and 
advice. It also looks at practical ways young carers can look after their own well-being during 
the pandemic. 
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