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Parent Weekly Bulletin Weekending Friday 12 March 2021 

TERM DATES 2020-21 

TERM 4  Monday 22 February to Thursday 1 April 2021 

  (Holiday: Friday 2 April to Friday 16 April 2021) 

TERM 5  Monday 19 April to Friday 28 May 2021 

Bank Holiday: Monday 3 May 2021 (Holiday: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021) 

TERM 6  Monday 7 June to Wednesday 21 July 2021 

 

Diary Dates 
DATE  TIME   EVENT  

25/02/2021  15.30 Y8 Options Process Launch (via DGSB website) 

02/04 -16/04/2021  Easter Break 

 
Year 8 GCSE Options Process – Mr Ralph 
 
Year 8 Parents - The Year 8 GCSE Options Process is now open via the school website. 
Information on GCSE subjects and how to select options is provided. The deadline for 
completion of option selections is Thursday 11 March at 1530. 
 
 

Attendance 
 
Reporting of Absence from Online Lessons 
  
Please inform the Key Stage Team if your son or daughter is unwell or unable to attend their 
online lessons for any other reason. 
  
As a reminder, absence from online remote learning lessons should be reported via the 
following email addresses: 
  

·       ks3office@dgsb.co.uk 
  

·        ks4office@dgsb.co.uk 
  

·        ks5office@dgsb.co.uk 
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DGSB Whole School Quiz 
 
The DGSB whole school quiz will take place Friday 19th March 2021 to raise funds for Red 

Nose Day! 
 

The wonderful Mr King has volunteered to host a whole school quiz. The quiz will run over 
registration and period 1, with Mr King broadcasting to all classrooms. 

The theme will be superheroes! 

To donate please follow the link below. 

https://bit.ly/2NvQyY3 

Thank you, DGSB. 

 

 
Music – Mrs Simes 

 
DGSB Spring Showcase: It's not too late to take part! If you are interested in taking part, 
please let Mrs Simes know asap! Thank for the entries I have received so far - they are all 
fab! It's going to be a great show! Parents - please remember to complete the permission 
form (link is in the letter that was sent out to you). 
 
Instrumental lessons: Some instrumental teachers will return to school from w/c 15th March. 
Some teachers will continue to teach remotely for the time being. Please make sure you 
check the arrangements for your lessons.  
 
GCSE/A Level musicians: Keep practising your instruments! Term 4 performance 
assessments are in 4 weeks! 
 
Year 7 & 8 musicians: Keep practising your instruments! Why not send me an audio?  
 
Fancy learning the ukulele? Kent Music are offering a free online course, primarily aimed at 
children, but could be used by anyone. Here are the details: https://www.kent-
music.com/musicplus-schools/musicplus-
digital/?fbclid=IwAR084GB1hEpUn3Pe_Ck_Cyw1U8HQkxCAWMbQwKgD0WCNJKfs08I14_r
qP24 
 
Easter Holiday Music workshop: Kent Music are offering an Easter online Music workshop 
for £20 with 10% discount for siblings. Why not take a look? https://www.kent-
music.com/events/o1-project-26/ 
 
Weekly recommended listening: Music is great for wellbeing. What have you been listening 
to recently? It was the anniversary of the great Chopin's birthday this week! So much beautiful 
music was composed by this man. If you've never had a listen, I would highly recommend you 
do! My favourite piece (to play and listen to) is The Raindrop Prelude, Op. 28, No. 15 but 
there are so many more that are wonderful! 
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Maths – Mrs Munday 
 
A reminder - that students will need their Maths equipment (ruler, protractor, compasses, 
pencil, eraser, calculator) when we return to school. Most classes have had some form of 
Geometry work delayed until we returned as it was felt that these wouldn't translate well to 
remote learning, so it is likely these will be delivered soon after the return to school. The mini 
whiteboards and dry-wipe pens that were issued to students in September have also 
become an essential part of teaching during these times when we are unable to closely 
monitor students work, please make certain that these packs are also brought in to school. 
 
Year 11 revision: The Pearson revise app is a free and useful resource for "short, sharp" 
revision opportunities. It is linked to the revision guides and workbooks that we sold earlier in 
the year but can also be used independently from these. It can be used on phones as well as 
other devices. 
 
 
Well-being Wednesdays – Mr Rosier 
 
Quote: 
 
“Even the darkest night will end and the sun will rise.” 
― Victor Hugo, Les Misérables 

 
Lock-down and the pandemic may have been (and may continue to be) a difficult time, but 
there are glimpses of a return to normality and a bright future. A return to school is a 
wonderfully positive thing and something we should meet with our best efforts. 
 
Something to do: 
Why not try some 'do it yourself' crazy golf? You could make some small putters and get 
creative designing your own course. The company 'Plonk' who have crazy golf venues across 
the country have some home course ideas on their website (they only give the starter pack 
away for free but there are plenty of videos on YouTube for further free inspiration!): 
https://www.plonkgolf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/PAH_book_2020_demo_1a.pdf  
 
Well-being 
Specific tips for coming to the end of lockdown and how to deal with some of the uncertainties 
that we might encounter: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/looking-after-your-mental-health-we-come-out-
lockdown 
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Message from Mark Ball, Youth Engagement Officer 
  
‘PCSO Mark Ball is the local Youth Engagement Officer with Dover Police.  You will see in his 
letter that he has asked that all parents please remind their children of the current rules on 
gathering in parks and other public places’. 
  

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

We are looking forward to seeing our young people returning to their schools as we appreciate this 

has been a very difficult time for them and wish them all well. 

We do ask, however, that children are reminded of the current Covid guidelines when they are 

travelling to and from their homes.   

Please encourage them to make their way straight to school and to NOT meet beforehand with 

friends in public.  

At the end of the school day, the warmer weather will also undoubtedly entice children into parks and 

other public areas; however it is again important to remember that the current rules only allow 

meeting one person from another household at a safe distance outdoors, and only as part of daily 

exercise. 

During the next few weeks, our officers will be out in several locations for reassurance purposes and 

to ensure the safety of children and other people.  

Kind regards 

Mark Ball  

Dover Youth Engagement Officer 

Dover Police Station 

ChatHealth 

NHS confidential texting service for young people aged 11 
to 19 

  

                                                                                                                  

                         
As well as the support available from family, friends and school, students 
aged 11 to 19 can text the NHS team about things that are worrying them: 
Exam stress, if feeling depressed or sad, sexual health or body image 
concerns, healthy lifestyle advice or if feeling anxious or worried about 
anything.  Please do discuss with your children and take a look at their 
website via the link below: 
  
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/service/school-health/chathealth/ 
   

https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/service/school-health/chathealth/

