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Parent Bulletin – week ending Friday 22nd May 2020 

Dates for Diary: 

DATE TIME EVENT 

Half term - Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 

 
Music – Mrs Simes 
 
MUSICIANS:  I hope you are practising your instruments! What a great opportunity to get REALLY 
good at it! Practice makes perfect. Remember: "Don't practice until you get it right. Practice until you 
can't get it wrong"! I'd love to hear what you've been practising so if you'd like to email me an audio 
(no videos please) then feel free!  
Students/Parents - don't forget to complete the permission form for the Covid19 Concert asap (I have 
changed the setting so it should now work - oops!) and send your videos to me if you haven't already. 
 
FREE CONCERTS: There are loads of opportunities to listen to live music/shows for free at the 
moment. Here are some websites to check out: 
 
https://www.classicfm.com/music-news/live-streamed-classical-music-concerts-coronavirus/ 
  
https://www.andrewlloydwebber.com/the-shows-must-go-on/ 
  
https://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/pop/9335531/coronavirus-quarantine-music-events-
online-streams 

  
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/culture/art-books-music/g31814407/where-to-watch-free-livestream-
concerts/ 
 
http://filmedonstage.com/news/76-free-musicals-and-plays-you-can-now-stream-during-the-
coronavirus-outbreak-updating-daily 

 
FREE MUSIC ACTIVITIES FOR THE FAMILY: 
Classic 100 resource: (Enter 'Virtual School' when it asks for the school 
name) https://www.classicfm.com/classical-100/abrsm-music-education-resource-free-lockdown/ 
Sing With Alex is back every Thursday and Friday afternoon at 
3pm: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCysES8cHqLeyqIb_nnJarjA 
Meet the orchestra from the Royal Albert Hall: https://www.royalalberthall.com/about-the-
hall/news/2020/april/meet-the-orchestra-with-alberts-band/ 
Beat Goes On: http://www.beatgoeson.co.uk/free-resources/ 
Kent Music: suggestions for practical music making https://www.kent-music.com/news/keep-music-
education-going-at-home/ 
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Computing Work - Years 7 to 10 - Mr Hansen and Mr Hornus, Computer Science 
 
This is a reminder that during school closure satchel:one (formally Show My Home Work - SMHW) 
and Microsoft Teams are used in Computing. 
 
satchel:one (SMHW) is used to communicate directly with both parents and students: 
We use SMHW assignments for the purpose of sending you instructions and plans of work ahead of 
each term (as was done for Term 5). SMHW is also used to track the progress of work completion. A 
separate assignment is used that shares the same name as the actual work set in Microsoft Teams 
and the SMHW entry is used to help you to keep track of work completion. Please note that changes 
students make on Teams does not automatically copy across to SMHW. This is a manual job that is 
done on as regular a basis as possible. 
 
Microsoft Teams is used for the completion of student work: 
We use Teams assignments for the student work. Work should be uploaded to each Team 
assignment and submitted by clicking on the 'Turn in' button. 
 
Breaking news: In time for next week SMHW will be used to send you a work plan for the last week 
of this term (look out for assignment titled: LAST WEEK OF TERM 5) and to send you a plan for 
Term 6 (look out for the assignment titled: TERM 6). 
 
Thank you for all that you do to support our students in the unusual role of teacher, guide and parent 
all-in-one. A few responses did suggest to us that guidance sent out via SMHW had not been read 
and this notice should help to clearly explain how both SMHW and Microsoft Teams are used in this 
subject as well as alerting you to upcoming notices on SMHW. In response to our growing experience 
with remote learning, and your feedback, we have a new approach to the submission of work that will 
be explained in the guidance due out next week on SMHW for TERM 6. 
 
As is always the case, should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact either Mr 
Hansen or Mr Hornus. 
 
For all students currently entitled to Free School Meals - Finance Department 
 
With the current situation, the Department for Education are providing supermarket vouchers for 
families who are entitled to Free School Meals.  The vouchers are emailed directly to you in the form 
of an eCode which can be exchanged for a supermarket eGift voucher which can then be used 
instore for the purchase of food and groceries at your chosen supermarket. 
 
For more information please refer to: 
 
https://www.edenred.co.uk/Documents/DfE/DfE_FreeSchoolMeals_ParentCarerFAQs.pdf 
  
It seems that due to the high volume of Free School Meal e-codes being processed across all 
schools in the UK, there is a delay in Parents receiving them.  Please keep checking all your 
mailboxes including your junk or spam ones.    
 
Hopefully the vouchers are helping in these difficult times. 
 
Best wishes and stay safe. 
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Careers Corner 
Please contact me at: Mrs Freeland  jfreeland@dgsb.co.uk  
 
Y13 UCAS students a reminder to apply for student finance. Applications should be completed even 
if you do not have a confirmed course or unsure if you will attend, as the finance is only released 
once you actually start in the autumn. https://www.gov.uk/student-finance 
Martin Lewis has some good advice if you are still 
unsure. https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/ 
UCAS Deadline to confirm your first choice course is 18th June. 
 
Success at School have released early online their careers guide for parents and carers. Register 
here for their free ebook: Parents Careers EBook 
 
Brighton and Sussex Medical School Virtual Work Experience 
This course is for those looking to apply to medical school. You will be introduced to the NHS before 
exploring the roles and skill sets of six different medical specialists. Along the way, you will also 
consider some of the challenges and wider issues doctors face. BSMS Course 
 
New Generation Teachers 
This short online course is for those interested in teaching either as a career in the future as a 
teacher, trainer or even to assist now with home schooling. It is organised by Canterbury Christ 
Church University our local teacher training provider. New Generation Teachers 
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