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Parent Weekly Bulletin – Week ending Friday 15th October 2021 

Diary Dates 

DATE  TIME   EVENT  

14/10/2021  Year 11 Virtual Parents Evening 

20/10/2021  Years 7 - Y11 Flu Vaccinations 

21/10/2021 19:00 – 20:30 Guitar Concert 

Half Term Holiday - Monday 25 October to Friday 29 October 

 

Media and IT Alert for Parents: Squid Game - Mr Hansen, Director of ICT 

Squid Game, the Netflix show, is very popular viewing - especially for teenagers - and its themes and 
contents are spilling out onto social media and generating a lot of 'memes' and comments. A review 
that provides an overview of the show with its graphic scenes of murder, violent acts (including those 
towards women) and depictions of addictions of all kinds can be found here. It represents a worrying 
development in TV, streaming and social media posts. You may find this review a useful starting point 
for any conversation you may wish to have with your child. 

Attendance - Mr Wozencroft 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I am Mr Wozencroft and I have taken on the role of Attendance Officer for KS3 and KS4 from the start 
of the academic year. 

The way attendance is reported to the school is currently under review. To improving the speed in which 
the data is processed and reduce the time it takes to response to communications from parents and 
guardians. 

As part of this process the school will be removing the absence voice mail at the end of this half term 
and reporting of absence by phone should be as a very last resort. 

Instead all absence should be sent via the MyEd app - https://www.myedschoolapp.com/ which can be 
downloaded from the app store and google play. Informative video link https://youtu.be/uNb6ZIrxdTQ  

This app allows the school to respond quickly to messages and any enquires you may have regarding 
attendance. Information can be easily accessed with less likelihood of missing data. Attachments and 
photographs can also be uploaded as evidence to support appointments or validate absence requests. 
The school also has a dedicated email address Attendance@dgsb.co.uk  where long term 
appointments, religious holidays, family related absence can be sent to inform staff and obtain the 
relevant authorisation if required. 

This information will be forwarded to the relevant Key Stage teams which means only one email needs 
to be sent to prevent repetition of information. 

I hope these new reporting methods will simplify communication with the school, and I look forward to 
working with you in the future. 
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Severe Weather Plan for Parents and Families – Mr Horstrup 

 

Dear Parent or Carer 

 
Every winter brings the possibility of snow and ice, and extreme bad weather can cause widespread 
and prolonged disruption. Schools are often affected and it can be difficult to maintain full provision 
during such events. 

As a fundamental principle we believe that every effort must be made to keep schools open, even if only 
limited numbers of pupils can attend, particularly given the current context of Covid-19 and the amount 
of time missed during the periods of national school closure in 2020 and 2021. However, schools may 
sometimes have to close due to ‘unavoidable’ circumstances, specifically those related to weather 
conditions which mean that it is no longer safe for staff or pupils to be on site, or if asking staff and 
students to come into school puts their safety at risk. 

We recognise, of course, that it is important for our school to remain open so parents are able to work 
and pupils can continue to learn. Please therefore be reassured that Dover Grammar School for Boys 
will make every effort to prepare for severe snow/ice this winter by gritting pathways and clearing access 
points. Should we need to close because of the weather, our online learning contingency plan will be 
activated and learning will be able to take place remotely. 

How will we let you know if the school is closed? 

If we do experience severe snow/ice resulting in hazardous conditions, I may have to take the decision 
to close the school. Once this decision has been made we will notify parents via the Kent Closures 
website. To determine whether Dover Grammar School for Boys is open or closed please visit 
www.kentclosures.co.uk and search for the school in the search box. The Kent Closures website can 
also be used to find out if other services in Kent are open or closed, such as nurseries, children’s centres 
and libraries. We also recommend parents sign up for SMS/Email alerts on the Kent Closures website. 
This service will send an SMS or email alert to let parents know if Dover Grammar School for Boys is 
closed. Parents can also listen to KMFM, BBC Radio Kent or Heart FM to hear if the school has closed.  
Notification will also be provided as an announcement on our website www.dgsb.co.uk  

What can you do to help? 

• Please visit www.kent.gov.uk/winter for more information about gritting routes and travel issues 
around Kent so you can plan your journey. 

• Please approach the school from the bottom gate on Astor Avenue, as road conditions can be 
particularly treacherous on Noah’s Ark Road and because there is limited parking around our top gate as 
a result of construction work 

• Please provide a packed lunch from home in case school meals cannot be provided 

• Ensure that your child has suitable warm clothing – gloves, hats, scarves, wellies etc. or even a 
change of clothing 

• If you are a working parent or feel you may have a problem with a sudden earlier pick up, please try 
to put a back‐up plan in place with another family member or parent and inform the school. This will 
allow us to send your child home early if the school needs to close, and will also allow staff to leave earlier 
for their safety if weather dictates.   

Many thanks for your support in helping Dover Grammar School for Boys remain open during periods 
of severe weather. 
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Music – Mrs Simes 

 

Music clubs are back! Please encourage your sons/daughters to join in. They are as follows: 

Monday, 13:45-14:20, MU1 - Rebel Clefs (singers - any year group) 

Monday, 15:30-16:30, MU1 - Yr11 Club (GCSE Music students only) 

Tuesday, 13:45-14:20, MU1 - DGSB Band (any instrument, any grade, any year) 

Tuesday, 15:30-16:30, MU1 - Music Tech Club with Ms B (any year) 

Wednesday, 13:45-14:20, MU1 - Music Theory Club (any year, any grade) 

Wednesday, 16:00-17:00, Dover Girls Grammar School Hall - Joint Band (any instrument, grade 1+, 
any year) 

Thursday, 13:34-14:20, MU1 - Performing Arts Club (drama - any year) 

Thursday, 15:30-16:30, MU1 - Rock Band (guitarists, drummers, singers only - any year, but must be 
confident player) 

Instrumental lessons: Your teachers will let you know the time of your lesson. Students - please let 
your class teacher know in advance if you will be missing from their lesson and make sure you catch 
up with work missed.  

GCSE/A Level musicians: I have issued students with a termly plan. Please remind them to bring their 
headphones to composition lessons and their instruments to practical lessons.  

Local live music opportunities: Here are some local events which you might like to attend: 

Leas Cliff Hall (Folkestone): The Sensational Sixties Experience (Friday 8th October), Come What 
May - The Ultimate Moulin rouge Tribute (Wednesday 10th November), The Magic of Motown (Saturday 
13th November), Billy Bragg (Friday 26th November) 

The Marlowe Theatre (Canterbury): Everybody's Talking About Jamie (11-16th October), Whitney: 
Queen of the Night (Thursday 21st October), Philharmonia Orchestra: Scotland to the New World 
(Monday 1st November), Glyndebourne presents Stravinsky's The Rake's Progress (Wednesday 3rd 
November), Glyndebourne presents Handel's Messiah (Thursday 4th November), Philharmonia at 
Christmas (Monday 13th December) 

Suggested listening: Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912), whose mother was born in Dover, was a 
violinist and composer who studied at the Royal College of Music alongside Gustav Holst and Ralph 
Vaughan Williams. His piece 'Hiawatha's Wedding Feast', taken from a trilogy of cantatas, is a fusion 
of African and Western classical music and made him world-famous. Why not have a listen? 

 

Dover Christ Church Academy Sixth Form Open Evening 

DCCA are holding their sixth form open evening on Thursday 14th October from 5pm to 7pm. 

 

 


