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19th May 2020 

Dear Parent or Carer, 

Re: possible reopening of school to Year 10 and Year 12 in June 
 
As ever, I hope you are keeping well and taking good care of yourself and your loved ones. 

I am sure by now you will have seen in the news that secondary schools may partially reopen from 
June 1st to Year 10 and Year 12 students, if the Government thinks it is safe to do so. We will not 
know whether this phased and partial reopening will take place as currently planned until possibly 
the 28th May, the date of the Government’s next legally required review of the lockdown measures.  

If we are able to begin a phased and partial reopening of DGSB after June 1st, this will not be on a 
full-time basis but will allow students in Years 10 and 12 to receive what the Government has termed 
“some face-to-face contact with teachers” to support their home learning.  

I fully understand that this is a very unsettling time for us all, but I want you to know that we are 
going to be doing everything we can to make sure we are ready to provide further specific support 
for these year groups in some way, when required and when it is safe to do so. 

To this end, we are working on plans for what supporting Years 10 and 12 will need to look like for 
us in our context and given our site. Once a final decision has been taken, I will let you know what 
the school’s partial reopening will look like in practice. However, I would like to make you aware of 
the following information to keep you up to date with our preparation: 
 

 Week commencing June 1st 2020: this will still be our “Consolidation Week” as already 
communicated to you and to students. The school will not partially reopen during this week 
and only key worker children will be on site 

 Period from June 8th to June 30th 2020: our current intention is that these three weeks will 
be given over to individual guidance / support meetings with Y10 and Y12 students and a 
parent/carer, either in person (socially distanced) or via a video conferencing platform if 
preferred. A letter about the meetings together with an opportunity to express a preference 
for the way in which the meeting is held and at what time will be sent out in the week 
beginning June 1st. These plans are still under development and, as mentioned above, will 
be emailed to you once complete 

 Period from July 1st 2020 until the end of term 6: plans for this part of term are still under 
discussion and will be emailed to you once complete. 
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Should we begin to invite more students on site, the precautions we will be taking will include: 

 Limiting the number of students and staff on site at any given time  

 Creating ‘bubbles’ of students who do not interact with other ‘bubbles’ to minimise 
contact and risk of infection 

 Staggering arrival times, departure times, break times and lunchtimes 

 Increased and more frequent cleaning of the areas of the school in use 

 Ensuring students and staff with coronavirus symptoms remain at home 

In addition to the information above, I have sent you a short survey about the reopening of DGSB 
to these specific year groups as I want to know how you feel about the Government’s intentions for 
secondary schools. Thank you to those who have already completed the survey; if you have not yet 
had the opportunity to do so, it would really help me to get a sense of what parents / carers are 
currently feeling, if as many of you as possible could complete the questionnaire which you can 
access by copying and pasting this link into your web browser: 

https://bit.ly/2zx0Gs8 

Once our plans are ready, I will of course let you know. Whatever form they take, if you know that 
your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone who is in this group, he/she 
should not come back to school and should continue home learning. If your child is clinically 
vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), you should follow medical advice to decide if 
they should come back to school, should doing so be part of our plans for Years 10 and 12. Please 
refer to government guidance for further details of these groups. 

I want to reassure you that we are not going to be pressuring any student to come into school, 
should doing so be part of our phased reopening plan. As mentioned, once plans are ready I will 
update you so you and your child can make an informed decision about whether to come in. The 
Government has made it clear that no fines will be issued to any parent who has decided to keep 
their child at home. 

In the meantime, DGSB is still open only for vulnerable students and the children of key workers. 
We know some employers will be encouraging parents to return to work, but we are not in a position 
right now to extend places to other students until we receive further government guidance and until 
our own plans are complete and ready to be shared. 

If you have any questions, please do contact the school and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can. 

Very best wishes 

 
Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 
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