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Dear Parent or Carer, 

First and foremost, I hope you are all well and taking care of yourselves and your loved ones during this difficult 

time. 

As we move into a new, albeit somewhat unusual term, I would like to update you on our plans for delivering 

our curriculum through our programme of remote teaching and learning in Term 5. 

My colleagues continue to work incredibly hard to provide our students with the content and tools they need 

to maintain their academic progress during this extremely challenging period of national school closure.  

However, as I know you will understand, what we are able to provide now is in no way a direct substitute for 

normal classroom learning. It is therefore really important that whilst students should not worry if it takes them 

more time than they would want to complete work, and should just do their best, it is hugely beneficial if they 

can take as much responsibility as they can for seeking out help online and from their teachers, who can be 

contacted during normal school hours by email.  

On Monday 20th April you will receive via ParentPay an outline plan for the topics and work that each subject 

will be doing with each year group during Term 5. This is very much a flexible framework for the work that 

students will be doing, and is neither exhaustive nor set in stone. However, it is designed to help you and your 

son/daughter with planning for the next 5 weeks or so. Do please be aware that what you will receive is not a 

list of tasks, but rather an overview of the content that will be covered for each subject - all work will continue 

to be set via SMHW, Teams and email. 

Do remember that your son/daughter needs to get into the habit of checking school email, Show My Homework 

and Office 365 Teams each morning so that he/she knows what work has been set and can complete accordingly. 

There are lots of useful guides to how we are using remote teaching and learning technologies available to 

parents and students on our website, www.dgsb.co.uk.  

Finally, I am pleased to report that we have a bank of 10 new laptops for loan to students who may not have 

access to one at home, or for students where multiple siblings are all trying to access the same device. If you 

would be interested in loaning one of these machines, please contact Mr Platts for KS3, Mr Beaumont for KS4 

or Mr Polden for KS5. A loan agreement will need to be completed upon collection of the laptop. There is 

absolutely no charge for the loan of one of our devices. 

We will of course continue to keep you updated on developments as the situation regarding the national school 

closure evolves. 

All the very best, and please stay safe. 

 
Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 
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