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1. Are the lateral flow tests compulsory? 

 No. The government has stated that they are completely voluntary. Neither students nor staff have to have 

done one of the LFTs in order to be able to come into school and no child will be refused admittance to DGSB 

because they have not had a test or because they have not had 3 tests. 

 

2.  Why are students being asked to do 3 tests before returning to school? 

 The government has not actually said, but it may be because the LFTs only have a 50-60% accuracy level. Thus, 

by doing the test 3 times you are maximising the chances of picking up any asymptomatic cases. It will also of 

course mean that the students have practised doing the test under the watchful eye of a trained technician so 

that they will then be able to do the home test.  

 

3.  How will students and staff receive the home test kits?  

We are expecting to receive deliveries between Monday 8th March and Monday 15th March. Once the students 

have taken a home test parents will then have to log the result on a Test and Trace database. More details will 

be given nearer the time and a guidance booklet provided. 

 

4. Why is testing being done before 8th March? Doesn’t the DfE guidance say that they must be done after 8 

March? 

 It is true that the original DfE guidance said this, but they have now updated their guidance, as per 

the notification from the Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL): “We wanted to contact 

you briefly with an issue that you’ve been asking us about. It’s the question of whether secondary/FE 

testing might be conducted before 8 March, in order to make arrangements for the wider reopening 

of schools and colleges more manageable. We raised this with the Department for Education and they 

have agreed”. The idea behind wanting the testing being done before students come back into school 

is that if any of them were to be infectious on the day they are tested then we would not have to send 

home every student that they had come into contact with at school for 10 days of self-isolation.  

 

5.  Why are you not testing in school but at the KCC community asymptomatic testing centres? 

 As explained in recent letters, every one of our testing-compliant spaces (spaces with non-porous 

flooring and good ventilation) is already being used for another purpose and our new school build 

means we have no spare spaces at all. These KCC test centres have also been running since November 

2020, have well trained staff and have the capacity to carry out this testing on a large scale. As the 

local test centres are well-distributed across the local area, with one in Dover town centre (York 

Street), we do not see this as being any different to students coming to school to take a test at a pre-

arranged time. It should be noted that the Secretary of State admitted in a Radio 4 interview that it 

could take schools two weeks to get through the testing before all year groups could be back in school. 



You can read an article about the SoS’s statement here: http://bit.ly/3uSzmgi . Under our system all 

year groups are able to be back in school and learning in the classroom by the end of the week 

beginning 8th March - much earlier than would otherwise be the case.  

KCC have told schools that their community asymptomatic test centres are able to help out with the 

testing as they have significant capacity so the likelihood is that you will see more schools using them 

as well as us. 

 

6. Why is the first day for year groups being staggered through the first week? Why can’t they all 

start on Monday 8 March?  

This is to enable the testing to be done at the local centres without overwhelming them as they can 

only cope with so many students per day (see the comment above from Gavin Williamson referencing 

that it takes schools up to 2 weeks to get the testing done). Many were given the impression by the 

Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday 22nd February that schools would be reopening their 

doors to all students on Monday 8th March, whereas what he actually said was that schools would be 

open from Monday 8th March. We are all as keen as parents/carers to get our students back into school 

but are staggering students’ return slightly to allow the LFTs to be done at a KCC site before a year 

group returns to in-person teaching. 

 

7.  Where are the nearest KCC asymptomatic test centres? 

 Information on test site location can be found here: https://bit.ly/3bGF9N0 and in my letter of 26th 

February. 

 

8. Is the school still open for Key Worker and Vulnerable students during the week of 8-12 March 

before their year group returns? 

 Yes, we are. Students should come into school for 8.30 a.m. and can access their normal lessons in 

their normal teaching rooms. 

 

9. Are face coverings mandatory in classrooms?  

No. The government has recommended that face coverings be used in classrooms until Easter where 

2m social distancing is not possible. We strongly advise that students follow this recommendation, 

but it is not a requirement for being in school and has not been made a legal requirement.  
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