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Dear Parent or Carer,  
 

Use of face masks by students in school  
 

As you will be aware from government guidance on the use of PPE when we return in September, the 
advice currently is that face masks do not need to be worn in schools.  
 

However, I am equally conscious that for some students, and in addition to the other risk-mitigation 
and safety measures being put in place at DGSB, the option to wear a face mask may provide 
additional comfort and reassurance during a very difficult time. I have therefore decided to give 
you and your son/daughter the option to wear a face mask in school.  
 

You will of course need to discuss this option with your son/daughter over the summer. If wearing a 
face mask is something you would like your child to do, I would urge you and him/her to watch and 
digest this video - https://bit.ly/2ZQjyx7 - on how to put on and take off PPE (donning and doffing) 
safely and effectively so that your child can do so without risk to self or others. Incorrect use of PPE 
can lead to inadvertent transmission of viruses and so it is important you and your child understands 
the responsibilities that go with opting to wear a face mask as well as the potential benefits.  
 

In addition to all the above, I would be grateful if you could stress with your son/daughter the 
absolute importance of taking this matter very seriously. Wearing a face mask is not something to be 
done lightly or jokingly, and the school will take appropriate action in cases of inappropriate use of 
PPE. We all need to be aware that it is not just our own health we need to protect, but also that of 
the wider school and local community.  
 

I hope that this decision will provide you with additional reassurance, should you need it, as we 
prepare to return in September.   
 

School Uniform and PE kit in September  
 

From September, and as mentioned in previous communications, students in Years 7 to 11 will once 
again need to wear full school uniform. As clarified in current government guidance which can be 
found at https://bit.ly/3eXy0aZ there is no need to carry out additional cleaning of school uniform 
over and above what would normally be done unless a student has been in contact with somebody 
who has become unwell. We will have seating plans in place for every lesson in every room from the 
start of Term 1 and will therefore be able to track and trace all in-class contacts of any student who 
becomes unwell or who exhibits Covid-19 symptoms. We will of course inform parents/carers if their 
child has been sitting near anybody who has become unwell and will then follow Public Health 
England guidelines to determine next steps.  
 

To help minimise risk further, we will allow students who have PE period 1 to arrive at school in their 
PE kit, and will also allow students who have PE period 5 to go home in their PE kit, thus avoiding the 
need to use changing rooms more than is necessary. Additional enhanced cleaning regimes will be in 
place across the school from September and a full risk assessment will be published on our website.  
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As ever, I hope you find the information above useful but please do contact the school if you have 
any questions. We will be operating a skeleton office staff over the summer break, so there may be a 
delay in providing a response to any email or letter received, but we will get back to you as soon as 
we are able.  
 

I am really looking forward to seeing all our students back in school from September, but in the 
meantime, I would like to wish you and your family a safe and restful summer.  
 
Very best wishes  
 

 

  
Phil Horstrup  
Headteacher 

  
  

 


