
  

Grammar School for Boys 

DOVER 
Astor Avenue | Dover | Kent | CT17 0DQ     tel: +44 (0) 1304 206117     fax: +44 (0) 1304 206074  

www.dgsb.co.uk   

email: office@dgsb.co.uk  

 Headteacher: Philip Horstrup 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent or Carer,  

 

Further Details on Exams and Grades Announced  

 

The Government has today set out its intentions with regard to calculated grades for the 2020 

cohort of GCSE and A Level students. The full document can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced  

 

The key aspects of this announcement to highlight are that:  

 The Government’s intention is to ensure that students are awarded a grade which “fairly 
reflects the work they have put in”  

 Universities have confirmed that they will be “flexible” and “do all they can to support 
students and ensure they can progress to higher education  

 There will be an opportunity “early in the next academic year” for students to sit an exam if 
they wish. No further details have been given at this stage on how this might be facilitated  

 Exam boards will be asking schools to “submit their judgement” about the grades teachers 
believe students would have achieved had they been able to sit the exams  

 Schools will be given guidance and advice on how to ensure that judgements are arrived at 
“fairly and robustly”  

 The Government’s aim is to “ensure that the distribution of grades follows a similar pattern 
to that in other years” to avoid students being disadvantaged  

 The Government’s aim is to get these calculated grades to students “before the end of 
July”  

 Students will have the opportunity to appeal a grade if they believe the correct process has 
not been followed  

 Students will have the opportunity to sit exams “at the earliest reasonable opportunity” or 
in summer 2021. However, no further details have been given yet on how this will be 
facilitated.  

 

Clearly, further details and timescales remain to be finalised. However, what I infer from all of this 

information is that the Government understands how students and parents are feeling and that 

they will ensure that everything possible will be done to avoid any student being disadvantaged.   
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As a school, we will do everything we can to make sure that our students are served well 

throughout this process. Gavin Williamson’s comment that his priority now is “to ensure no young 

person faces a barrier when it comes to moving on to the next stage of their lives” is perhaps the 

most important aspect of his announcement. Rest assured that I and my colleagues will be holding 

him to this commitment.   

 

While we wait for further instructions, please be reassured that we remain available to answer any 

questions or queries that you might have.  

 

Very best wishes  

 
Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 


