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Dear Parent or Carer,  
 

I think it would be an understatement to say that the last eight or nine weeks have been anything 
other than hugely disruptive and extremely challenging for all of us across Kent and indeed across 
the whole country. I know that many of you will have your own stories to tell of how Covid-19 has 
impacted on your life and your families’ lives, and my genuine hope and wish for you all is that you 
are managing to keep safe and to look after yourselves and your loved ones. In such difficult times, 
we must all continue to be kind to one another and to value and promote those aspects of daily life 
that are going to help see us through this crisis.  
 

As I write, I should have been accompanying 45 of our students and 4 colleagues to Miami to take 
part in a visit to Coral Glades High School. Sadly, this visit - along with so many other opportunities -
 has had to be postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Likewise, this term should have seen our 
classrooms full of students preparing for GCSE and A Level examinations, none of which of course is 
now going to take place. Instead, we are currently busy finalising our centre assessed grades which 
will be sent to the examination boards for standardisation before being awarded to students in 
August.  
 

In essence, these are strange and very challenging times. But as the proverb goes “A smooth sea 
never made a skillful mariner”. Despite everything that is going on, I remain an optimist – a glass half 
full person. That is not to underplay the tremendous difficulties that so many members of our DGSB 
and wider community are facing, and the worries that this pandemic brings. Rather, I am choosing to 
think about what these times will teach me, and indeed all of us, and to think of better days ahead. 
And they will come. This, too, shall pass and we will all be together again.  
 

In the meantime, we continue to do all we can to support our students’ remote learning. I am 
immeasurably grateful to all my staff who have worked so hard since the period of national school 
closure began in late March, both in terms of setting and assessing remote learning and also coming 
into school to supervise the children of key worker parents. Teachers and support colleagues have 
gone above and beyond in every sense, and I am incredibly proud to be their headteacher. Our 
pastoral support and SEND colleagues have made it their mission to contact students and provide 
additional support whenever and wherever they can; our finance team has grappled for days with 
hugely frustrating online systems to ensure our most vulnerable students receive the free 
school meal vouchers to which they are entitled and to source additional hardware and equipment 
for students and staff who need it; and our Governors and Old Pharosians have been hugely 
supportive of all that we are trying to do for our students. I could not be more grateful.  
 

Next term will of course bring further challenges, as we continue to await guidance from the 
Government on what their intentions are regarding Year 10 and Year 12 students having “some face 
to face contact with teachers” in Term 6. I have written to you in a previous letter about how our 
plans for the proposed partial reopening of schools are developing and I will of course keep you 
informed as and when things change. For the time being, we will continue as outlined with the first 
week back after the May half term holiday being our “Consolidation Week”.   

http://www.dgsb.co.uk/
mailto:office@dgsb.co.uk


 

 

 

My intention is to ensure that whatever we do at DGSB over the coming weeks and months, we do in 
full consultation with you and with the backing of our colleagues and Governors. We will also 
continue to act in our students’ best interests and those of our teachers and support colleagues. I will 
never be able to eliminate risk entirely during such an exceptional crisis. But I promise you that my 
colleagues and I will do everything in our power to ensure our school is as safe as it reasonably can be 
when the time comes to welcome additional students back to DGSB.   
 

Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you for all the wonderful messages of support and kind 
comments that you have been sending us. I can promise you that they really make a difference, and it 
is both gratifying and reassuring that you are pleased with how we are supporting you all during this 
crisis. None of us is perfect and we won’t always get things right, but we will always do our very best 
– of that you can be sure.  
 

With the May bank holiday fast approaching, I hope you can get some rest and a well-deserved 
break. Please continue to look after yourselves and your loved ones, and do let us know if there is 
anything further we can do to support you or your son/daughter.  
 
Very best wishes  
  
Phil Horstrup  
 


