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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
I hope this booklet about the subjects your son is studying in Year 8 will be of interest to you. It contains a 
lot of valuable information and provides an overview of the Year 8 curriculum. 
 
The first few introductory pages of the booklet give an outline of the Year 8 curriculum at DGSB; the Fiat 
Lux programme, the subjects being studied, assessment and homework. 
 
After the introduction, you will find a summary about each subject in Year 8: what work will be covered, 
how your son will be assessed, what progress is expected, the types of homework likely to be set, useful 
websites and how parents and carers can help. 
 
It would be very helpful if you could spend some time with your son going through this booklet together as 
it will ‘map out’ the year ahead for him.  Year 8 is a vital year of the significant learning journey that will 
take your son all the way through to the sixth form at DGSB and beyond.  We want him to enjoy that 
journey, learn much along the way and develop his abilities and talents to the full.   

 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Mr Ben Ralph 
Deputy Headteacher  
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The Year 8 Curriculum at DGSB 
 
There are five lessons a day, each one hour long.  
The structure of the school day is:  

Time Event 

0840 Tutor Time/Assembly 

0900 Period 1 

1000 Movement Break 

1005 Period 2 

1105 Break 

1125 Period 3 

1225 Movement Break 

1230 Period 4 

1330 Lunch 

1420 Movement Break 

1425 Period 5 

1525 End of School 

 

DGSB operates a two-week timetable (Weeks 1 and 2). As a result, the timetable for Week 1 is likely to be 
different to Week 2. Across the fortnight your son will take various subjects with different lesson 
allocations:  
 

Subjects 
Number of lessons  

per fortnight 

Art 2 

Computing 3 

Design and Technology 2 

English/Literacy 8 

Geography 3 

History 3 

Mathematics 7 

Modern Foreign Languages 
 (2 from French, German or Spanish) 

3 
3 

Music 2 

Personal, Social and Health Education 2 

Philosophy, Religion and Ethics 2 

Physical Education 4 

Science 6 
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The Key Stage 3 Curriculum 
 
In terms of their academic learning, our Year 8 students follow the programmes of study of the new 
National Curriculum (NC).  
 

To broaden and deepen students’ learning and character further the school provides additional 
opportunities including:  

 Trips and visits 

 Visiting speakers 

 Charity events 

 Debating 

 Representative sports teams 

 Drama 

 Foreign exchanges 

 Combined Cadet Force (CCF) 

 Music bands  

 Various school clubs  

 The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 

In addition, from September 2019 we have run our Fiat Lux Programme to provide a framework for 
recording and celebrating all your son’s achievements during his time at DGSB. 
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The Fiat Lux programme 
 

The vision behind the programme is to enable pupils at the school to both pan and record their varied 
successes in life achieved both through the school and outside of school. The aim is to provide pupils with 
a modern ‘record of achievement’ that will service as a reference for any future applications for 
employment or further education as well as ensuring they are aspirational and always looking for their 
next potential success.   
Many forms of success and achievement are recognised and can be accredited within the programme. 
Whether your son is a proficient musician, a developing athlete or skilled chess player, he will be able to 
use our Online Programme to record his achievements and accrue an on-going points total.  
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Assessment in Year 8…and beyond (1) 

 
At DGSB your son will be assessed in a variety of ways to help monitor the progress that he is making.  All 
subjects will have regular ‘key assessments’.  Key assessments are the same for all classes for a subject and 
allow departments to use standardised mark schemes.  This means that the progress of all students can be 
monitored fairly and consistently within each subject area.  There are many different types of key 
assessment tasks and they include topic tests, projects, written exercises and presentations. In addition to 
key assessments your son will complete other pieces of work that will help his teachers assess how he is 
doing.   
 
There is also a fortnight of end of year exams at the start of Term 6 when students will take summative 
subject tests.  
 

We are very keen for students themselves to develop a deeper understanding of how they can further 
improve.  Therefore, there will be opportunities for self-assessment.  In addition, we also encourage 
students to peer assess the work of other students. Reflection on their work will be an important part of 
assessment and all students will have “next steps” to complete for key pieces of work.  
 

Parents and carers will receive two full Interim Assessment reports during the academic year along with a 

Subject Report.  The Interim Assessments give a summary picture of your son’s progress in each of his 

subjects whilst the Subject Report provides more detailed written information.  There is also a Virtual 

Parents’ Evening where the opportunity to meet your son’s subject teachers via live video will be made 

available. 

 

Assessment schedule for Year 8: 

 Interim Assessment Report 1 = end of Term 1 

 Virtual Parents Evening = Thursday 2 December 4.30-7.30pm 

 Interim Assessment Report 2 = middle of Term 6 

 Subject Report = end of Term 6 

 

 

Our comprehensive systems of assessment, tracking and reporting provide valuable information to 
determine the progress of each student and what additional support may be needed if necessary.   
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Assessment in Year 8…and beyond (2) 

 
What are Interim Assessments?  
 

Progress 
Your son’s teachers will assess your son’s current level of progress demonstrated in their subject against a 
specified benchmark target. There are four potential categories of progress: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
The benchmark targets are typically derived from KS2 SATs and the expected performance at GCSE this 
would indicate. For the current Year 8 cohort we use the CATs test outcomes to give us a similar indication.  
 

Approach to Learning 

Scores from 1-4 are awarded for Behaviour for Learning and the Attitude to Independent Learning using 

the following criteria: 

 
 

 



8 
 

Fiat Lux – Let there be light 
Astor Avenue, Dover, Kent CT17 0DQ     T: 01304 206117     E: office@dgsb.co.uk     www.dgsb.co.uk 

 

Homework & Independent Learning in Year 8 (1) 
 
Why does DGSB set homework for Year 8 students? 

Homework is set for a number of reasons.  These include: 

● To develop the skills and motivation a student needs to study effectively and with confidence on his 

own, helping him become a truly independent lifelong learner 

● To consolidate and reinforce knowledge and understanding developed at school. 

● To lay the ground for work to be undertaken in future lessons 

● To allow students to use resources not available in the classroom 

● To involve parents and carers in the management of students’ learning and keep them informed 

about the work students are doing 

● To build the future capacity to manage the particular demands of preparing for GCSE and A Level 

public examinations. 

 

 
What types of homework can my son expect to be set? 

At DGSB a variety of homework tasks and activities is given to Year 8 students and includes: 

 Knowledge learning for mini tests/quizzes   

 Close reading of a text (students could be asked to discuss this in class, answer a range of 

comprehension questions for self/peer assessment, or to complete an exam question in class) 

 Research (pupils could present their findings to the group or simply be prepared with wider 

knowledge of a new topic)  

 Short/closed questions 

 Longer written tasks  

 Quizzes through Show My Homework/Satchel:One or Office 365 Teams 

 Self-monitoring home learning tasks via school-subscribed websites (e.g. Hegarty Maths, Vocab 

Express)  

 Reviewing for long-term learning (consolidating notes from lessons) 

 Revising learning in preparation for key assessments and exams 
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Homework & Independent Learning in Year 8 (2) 
 
How will my son organise his homework and how can I help him? 
At DGSB we use the Show My Homework/Satchel:One website to host all our homework tasks. Students 
and parents are provided with log-ins to be able to access their own bespoke homework timetables so that 
all tasks and deadlines can be quickly viewed. An app is available to download for mobile devices to make 
this even more straightforward. 
Some students prefer to record and track their homework in written form and we encourage those 
students to make their own diary provision if they wish to.  
 
 
How often is homework set? 
Homework in Year 8 is set weekly by each subject and should take around 30 minutes per subject to 
complete.  
 
 
Is there a homework timetable? 
DGSB does not have a homework timetable. Each subject is encouraged to allow a full week wherever 
possible to enable students to plan and organise when they will complete their homework.  
 
 
How can I support the completion of my son’s homework? 

 By reviewing Show My Homework/Satchel:One regularly to keep track of homework set 

 By helping your son to settle down into good working patterns with his homework  

 Potentially some cooperative work with your son if there are any difficulties in completing tasks – 
this should always be prompting rather than parents completing the work themselves! 

 Should there be any general concerns about homework, by contacting your son’s form tutor in the 
first instance 
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Office 365 
 
DGSB uses the Microsoft Office 365 virtual learning environment which enables students to use a variety of 
different apps such as email, calendar, their own cloud storage and Teams amongst others. 
All students are given their own individual usernames and passwords to access these resources. 
Office 365 can be accessed online at any time whether at school or at home. Apps are also available to 
download to mobile devices from the Apple and Android stores (free of charge). 
 
Each student will be a member of a number of Teams on Office 365, including one for each class of which 
he is a member. The Team will be hosted and run by the class teacher. The Team can, when used to the 
full, give access to resources, provide a platform for the setting of homework (“assignments”) and allow 
the teacher to communicate with the class outside of lessons.  
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Subject Information 
 
In the pages that follow, information is given about each of the subjects that your son is studying. 
 

Please note that the school does not take any responsibility for the content of third party websites listed 
in this booklet.  You are advised to check any websites that your son may use. 
 

Art 
 
The Art Department believes in broadening the students understanding of art from the past, contemporary 

art and art from other cultures. In Year 8 we focus on developing artistic skills as well as nurturing student 

creativity. We use a range of media including paint, pen and ink, oil pastels and graphite pencils. 

 
Course Outline for Year 8 Art 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 Natural Form - Students learn to draw from primary observation. 

Term 2 Arcimboldo – in-depth study of an artist.  

Term 3 Aboriginal Art 

Term 4 Pop Art 

Term 5 Mexican - Day of the Dead 

Term 6 3D Making Project – Based on Day of The Dead. 

 
Assessment in Year 8 Art 
We mark the work using GCSE levels 1 to 9 and use the GCSE assessment criteria. We look for good artists 

research, drawing and painting skills, developing ideas, taking risks, using your imagination, careful use of 

media and quality of final outcomes. 

 
Progression in Year 8 Art 

It is very important in Year 8 that students develop their confidence by working on their artistic skills and 

knowledge. Students are aiming to reach a GCSE level 3 by the end of year 8, this will demonstrate that 

they will be able to perform well on the GCSE course. 

 
Homework set in Year 8 Art 
Homework is an opportunity for students to practice their art skills, this could be anything from drawing to 

painting with oils. We encourage the students to experiment with a range of media. Homework also 

includes artist or cultural research which needs to be printed out. Homework will be set every week and is 

on Show My Homework. 
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Websites useful for Art 
www.google.co.uk/images 

www.pinterest.com  

www.tate.org.uk 

www.nationalgallery.org.uk 

 
How parents and carers can help in Art 
Parents and carers can help in art by taking students to galleries and museums and looking at art. We have 

some great art collections in Kent, The Turner in Margate, The Beaney House of Art & Knowledge in 

Canterbury. Students should also have access to good art equipment at home – a set of drawing pencils, 

sketchbook, watercolours and coloured pencils. Encourage students to draw things they like – comic book 

and Manga Art for example. Students like to take a lot of care over their art homework and of course we 

completely encourage this. 

 

  

http://www.google.co.uk/images
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
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Computer Science 
 

The Computer Science Department believes in giving all students an understanding of what computers are 
and how they have changed the world we live in. We want all students to become more confident in their 
use of computers, their understanding of computing theory and especially in their progress and 
development as a computer programmer. A strong element of problem-solving runs through the activities 
they complete in order to introduce them to ‘computational thinking’ to help them to make an informed 
decision about taking this subject as a GCSE. 
 
Course Outline for Year 8 Computing 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 Students will recap on and review Python 3.x programming skills taught during Year 7. They 
will be set small, scaffolded programming tasks that build to help them build on their 
programming skills. They will look at memory and storage with a focus on primary storage. 

Term 2 Students will continue to study memory and storage with a focus on secondary storage 
devices and media. They will explore the relative merits and disadvantages for each type of 
secondary storage in order to be able to identify the best one to use for many different 
scenarios. Students then begin to learn about computer networks looking both wired and 
wireless solutions. 

Term 3 Students will explore network topologies and to look at the merits of each approach as well 
as looking at the protocols that help computers and devices to be able to communicate over 
a network to support file sharing, email and internet connections. 

Term 4 Students will recap on topics from this year and last year in order to aid recall of knowledge 
from previous topics. Students will then resume programming using Python 3.x building on 
their previous experience of programming. 

Term 5 Students will explore system security necessary for defending networks, computers and to 
help to keep data and users safe from attack. A period of review and revision will be built into 
this term in order to help each student prepare for their end-of-year assessment. 

Term 6 After completing their end of year exams students will work on an open programming 
project, where they are able to create a program or game of their own design in a language 
or platform of their choice. They will be encouraged to experiment with ideas, use other 
members of the class for feedback and to help with bug testing and present a version of their 
final product 

 
All topics will be covered using resources on Microsoft Teams alongside a combination of free software 
and website resources. Students will be given ample opportunity to explore areas of computing outside 
lessons and develop a wider and greater understanding of the subject. They will also be able to complete 
or make improvements to classwork outside lessons if they need to or wish to do so. 
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Assessment in Year 8 Computer Science 
Students are assessed every theory lesson in computing by being given a series of differentiated tasks that 
allow them to know exactly what level they are working at with regards to the year 11 flightpath. Small 
quizzes feature regularly, and they are also assessed at the end of each topic with a written test that 
assesses knowledge and understanding. Lessons are also devoted to supporting students after these tests 
by recovering any elements that are needed or allowing students to move to more advanced tasks. 
 

Progression in Year 8 Computer Science 
Students are expected to build on the knowledge they have gained at primary school with regards to 
computing theory and programming. They can reach grade 4+ at the end of year 8. 
 

Homework set in Year 8 Computer Science 
Homework set in Computing is designed to build on long-term memory and recall of knowledge as well as 
help to foster the habit of revision as a means for improvement and progress. In addition to weekly set 
multiple-choice quizzes students have access to an electronic set of flash cards and they are set a number 
of these to learn each week. Students are expected to revise outside lesson time for topic tests, and this 
will also be recorded on Show My Homework. 
 
 

Websites useful for Computer Science 
 

BBC Click Find out about the latest developments in 
Computer Science and Information Technology 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/program
mes/n13xtmd5 

BBC Bitesize KS3 
Computer Science 

Complete structured notes, activities and 
revision quizzes 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/s
ubjects/zvc9q6f 

Python School A Python course that covers all programming 
topics 

http://www.pythonschool.net/b
asics/introduction-to-python/ 

 

How parents and carers can help in Computer Science 
Computer Science splits into two clear parts, both of which parents and carers can support with. 
With regards to theory helping students learn their content for topic tests (perhaps testing them on their 
notes using information and guides they have produced, as well as official guides for end of year exams) as 
well as supporting them with a focus on time management for homework projects. 
With regards to programming the best way to develop skills is to practise them. Students are encouraged 
to practise programming outside lessons. Parents can support by offering encouragement and reminding 
students that some elements of programming are always going to be difficult, and the only way to 
overcome issues is to stay positive and resilient until a problem has been solved.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/n13xtmd5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/n13xtmd5
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zvc9q6f
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zvc9q6f
http://www.pythonschool.net/basics/introduction-to-python/
http://www.pythonschool.net/basics/introduction-to-python/


15 
 

Fiat Lux – Let there be light 
Astor Avenue, Dover, Kent CT17 0DQ     T: 01304 206117     E: office@dgsb.co.uk     www.dgsb.co.uk 

 

Design and Technology (DT)  

Design Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject that encourages students to learn to think and 

intervene creatively to solve problems both as individuals and as members of a team. At DGSB, we encourage 

students to use their creativity and imagination, to design and make products that solve real and relevant problems 

within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. Students are given 

opportunities to reflect upon and evaluate past and present design technology, its uses and its effectiveness and are 

encouraged to become innovators and risk-takers. 

 Course Outline for Year 8 DT  (on a rotation) 

   Summary of topics studied in Year 8  

 2 Design Units  Modelling to scale 

Inspiration from the work of others 

 2 Make Units  Moulds and formers 

Plastics metals and woods 

2 Technical units  Parametric software 

2 Point perspective drawing 

 

 Assessment in Year 8 DT  

Tasks are assessed as ‘Emerging, Secured or Mastered’ and feedback is provided in order that students 

know how to improve in the future. Theoretical knowledge is assessed through online tests. 

 
Progression in Year 8 DT  
By the start of Y8 students will be familiar with most of the processes and techniques that we use in DT and 

will progress through the year improving their confidence with a range of practical, design and technical 

tasks. By the time options are considered, students will be in a position to ascertain if they have the 

necessary drive, technical ability and inquisitiveness to pursue the subject into GCSE. A suitable candidate 

for the subject should be aiming to regularly getting ‘Secured’ by the end of Y8 in most areas and is 

managing at least 60% in the theory tests. However, it has always been the case that as students rise 

through into KS4 their maturity within the subject can accelerate them quickly so we would not discourage 

students who are passionate about the subject if they have not met all of the criteria during Y8. 
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Homework set in Year 8 DT  
Homework is set weekly and relates to the unit being studied at the time. It is designed to reinforce 

knowledge or technical skills. Homework is assessed using the same model of ‘Emerging, Secured or 

Mastered’ and feedback is provided in order that students know how to improve in the future. Students 

will complete a block of theory in the spring in which they will be tested weekly with online tests at home 

to ensure they are retaining this vital element of the course.   

 Websites useful for DT  
www.technologystudent.com  

www.designmuseum.org/  

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology  

www.youtube.com/user/HowStuffWorks  

www.designboom.com  

www.thinigiverse.com  

www.pinterest.com  

www.instructables.com 

 

  

How parents and carers can help in DT  
Encourage your son to make the most of any smart technology by exploring the enormous world of design 

and Technology. Gaming and social media doesn’t teach them all the skills they will need in the modern 

world! Encourage your son to share anything he has made at home, any projects around the house he has 

assisted with or any new discoveries he has made with us – we often discover some of the most exciting 

things from students themselves and many lessons have been built around these finds and interests. 

 

 

  

http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.designmuseum.org/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology
https://www.youtube.com/user/HowStuffWorks
http://www.designboom.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.instructables.com/
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English/Literacy  
The English Department believes in making English Language and Literature engaging and exciting for all 
learners, whilst always ensuring that the relevant skills needed in Key Stage 4 are introduced and 
developed as early as possible in the most rigorous of ways.  A student who succeeds in English will 
succeed in all other aspects of their curriculum. We believe that if it isn’t challenging, it isn’t worth doing! 

 

Course Outline for Year 8 English 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 Dark Matter.  Due to the overwhelming interest in horror, science fiction and 
mystery novels, our pupils will study Michelle Paver’s ‘Dark Matter.  The novel is dark 
but includes important messages about friendship in times of danger.  Students will 
develop their analytical skills and creative writing as they tackle this mature novel.    

Term 2 Dark Matter.  Our second term on this fantastic novel delves ever deeper into the 
mysteries of Gruhuken.  Students will debate whether they are reading a ghost story 
or the ramblings of a lunatic.  As we approach the fatal ending of the novel, pupils 
will analyse the protagonists’ final journal entry and use the novel as starting point 
for their own creative work.      

Term 3 War. Students will be exposed to a range of writing about war, including poetry, 
diaries and newspaper articles. The aim of this unit is to connect students with the 
individuals affected by war as well as refreshing their memory on all the analytical 
and creative skills learnt in Year 7. 

Term 4 The Murder of Julius Caesar. Studying Shakespeare’s ‘Julius Caesar’ up until his 
murder gives students a thorough introduction to the language of Shakespeare 
without overwhelming them with a full text. This fascinating play about male greed 
and ambition introduces them to a range of morally ambiguous characters to 
compliment the ‘Shakespeare’s Villains’ unit of study completed in Year 7 as well as 
preparing them for their exam text in KS4. 

Term 5 The Gothic. Continuing with genre writing, students will look at some of the most 
famous novels in English Literature such as ‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’. We aim to 
reinforce the approach taken in previous terms and empower students to put their 
learning into practise through various written tasks. 

Term 6 Dystopia. Looking at short stories and extracts from dystopian novels, students will 
be introduced to the themes and motifs surrounding genre writing. Looking at 
touchstone texts such as ‘1984’, there will be ample opportunity for both analytical 
and creative writing. 

 

Alongside the above topics, students will participate in a fortnightly, teacher-led class reading lesson, 
where the focus will be on comprehension and enjoyment of books. Students will also be expected to 
complete a reading log and be responsible for getting this signed. 

 



18 
 

Fiat Lux – Let there be light 
Astor Avenue, Dover, Kent CT17 0DQ     T: 01304 206117     E: office@dgsb.co.uk     www.dgsb.co.uk 

 

Assessment in Year 8 English 
Students will be formally assessed twice per term. Typically, one assessment will be essay-based with 
students applying an analytical approach and the other will be a more creative piece of work. They will be 
given a grade in line with the current GCSE 1-9 for each piece of work and these formal assessments will be 
completed in purple books. 

Progression in Year 8 English 
Typically, the English Department want to see evidence of new learning in each piece of assessed work. We 
would like students to be working at around a grade 4 by the end of the year but we understand that all 
learning journeys are different. 

Homework set in Year 8 English 
Homework is set weekly and can range from writing to research, depending upon the upcoming demands 
of the unit of study. Completing homework on time and to a high standard is of utmost importance to 
ensure your son has retained vital learning and skills from the class work and has full access to the next 
piece of work. 

Websites useful for English 
BBC Bitesize for KS3 English: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv 

How parents and carers can help in English 
Parents and carers are encouraged to regularly check the homework that has been set and ensure it has 
been completed to a high standard. We would also recommend checking reading logs as well as 
questioning your son about what he has learned in English, perhaps challenging him to tell you what new 
information he has gained that week.  Encouraging your son to read as often as possible will increase his 
progress rapidly. 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv
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Geography 

The Geography Department believes that every child should leave DGSB with an understanding of the 
world around them, and the importance of preserving it for generations to come. 
 

Course Outline for Year 8 Geography 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 North America and Natural Hazards 

Term 2 Africa and Development 

Term 3 The Middle East, Resource Management and Hot Deserts 

Term 4 The UK, Urbanisation and Tourism- including a Field Trip to Greenwich and 
Geographical Skills 

Term 5 Antarctica and Cold Environments 

Term 6 Biomes and Eco-Tourism 

 
Assessment in Year 8 Geography 
Assessment in Geography consists of three formally assessed knowledge assessments and/or formally 
assessed exam style assessments per two topics. These assessments use key skills and concepts in 
preparation for GCSE, as well as highlighting the importance of learning key facts and figures for case 
studies. The knowledge assessment will test areas of the term’s topics, such as definitions, dates, places 
etc. The exam style assessment will test ability to answer extended questions as well as develop 
“Geographical Skills” required at GCSE. 

Progression in Year 8 Geography 
Typical progress in year 8 will see students develop their written explanation and source analysis skills and 
show a ‘working at’ position of between a grade 2 and grade 4 on the new 1-9 scale of progress. 

Homework set in Year 8 Geography  
Homework will consist of a range of tasks from research and exam questions to posters, projects and 
revision. Revision should include recall practice and creation of revision materials e.g. flash cards, mind 
maps. 

Websites useful for Geography 
BBC Bitesize- www.bbc.com/bitesize 
National Geographic- www.nationalgeographic.com  
 
How parents and carers can help in Geography  
Parents can check their son’s book and homework; question them about their current study, test them in 
preparation for factual recall tests; watch and discuss the news with them; encourage watching of relevant 
TV programmes; provide a quiet work space for them. 

 

http://www.bbc.com/bitesize
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
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History 

The History Department believes that each student should be given the opportunity to understand and 
appreciate a variety of events, individuals, causes and consequences of the past. Additionally, we aim to 
ensure that they enjoy that experience. 
 
Course Outline for Year 8 History 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 Black people and the Americas 

Term 2 World War One 

Term 3 USA in the 1920’s 

Term 4 World War Two causes 

Term 5 World War Two events 

Term 6 The Holocaust 
 

Assessment in Year 8 History 
Assessment in History consists of one formally assessed piece of work each term. This will be a written 
essay (or project in one case) that uses key skills and concepts in preparation for GCSE. Assessment will 
test ability to analyse sources and examine interpretations as well explain key concepts in depth. There will 
also be one factual recall test each term, in which key knowledge of the term topic will be assessed. 
 
Progression in Year 8 History 
Typical progress in year 7 will see students develop their written explanation and source analysis skills and 
be show a ‘working at’ level of between a grade 1 and grade 3 on the new 1-9 scale of progress. 
 
Homework set in Year 8 History 
Homework will consist of a range of tasks from research and essays to posters, projects and revision. 
 
Websites useful for History 

Websites of use would be: 
-BBC Bitesize 
-Schoolhistory.org.uk 
-Spartacus-educational.com 
-ks3history games.co.uk 
-www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/history/ 
-https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/history 
 

How parents and carers can help in History 
Parents can check their son’s book and homework; question them about their current study, test them in 
preparation for factual recall tests; read history books to them and with them; encourage watching of 
relevant TV programmes; provide a quiet work space for them. 
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Mathematics 
The Maths Department believes that all students can develop fluency in Mathematics which is the result of 
having conceptual understand, strategic competence and adaptive reasoning. This will enable them to 
achieve high levels of success and an ongoing enjoyment and confidence in working mathematically. 
 

Course Outline for Year 8 Maths 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 Factors and powers (HCF, LCM, prime factors, index laws, rounding to significant 
figures) 
Algebra (algebraic powers, factorising, expanding and solving equations) 

Term 2 2D Shapes and 3D Solids (nets, volume, surface area, area and circumference of 
circles) 
Real life graphs (direct proportion, distance time graphs, misleading graphs) 

Term 3 Transformations (Reflection, Rotation, Translation and enlargement of 2D and 3D) 
Fractions, decimals and percentages (Conversions, recurring decimals, percentage 
change, reverse percentages, repeated percentage change) 

Term 4 Constructions and loci (construct angles, construct triangles, bisect a line, bisect an 
angle, draw loci) 

Term 5 Probability (mutually exclusive events, relative frequency, venn diagrams and tree 
diagrams) 
Scale drawings and measures (scales, bearings, congruent and similar shapes) 

Term 6 Graphs (plotting graphs, y=mx+c, parallel and perpendicular graphs) 

 
Assessment in Year 8 Maths 
Each unit of work is followed by an assessment and assessments that cover multiple topics may be used to 
inform interim grades. There will be an end of year assessment to test all content covered. There will be an 
end of year assessment to test all content covered. Each assessment will have a revision “padlet” and the 
link for this will be issued to all students via satchelone at the appropriate time. 

Progression in Year 8 Maths 
Students will deepen their understanding and application of mathematical techniques. They will apply their 
mathematical skills to solve contextual problems.  
Homework set in Year 8 Maths 
Students will have a weekly learning homework which will be completed in their “knowledge organiser”. 
They will have an additional homework each week, alternating between a re-call homework (practising a 
mixture of skills) and a check-up homework which practises the skills they are learning in lessons. 
 

Websites useful for Maths 
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/  

How parents and carers can help in Maths Check students know what homework tasks are needed and 
deadlines using “show my homework”. Test children on their learning homework regularly. Ask students to 
explain what they are doing in class and how they arrived at their homework answers. 

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/


22 
 

Fiat Lux – Let there be light 
Astor Avenue, Dover, Kent CT17 0DQ     T: 01304 206117     E: office@dgsb.co.uk     www.dgsb.co.uk 

 

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 

The MFL Department believes that learning another language will improve your cognitive abilities, make 
you highly employable and open your mind to the amazing world out there. 

Year 8 students study two from French, German and/or Spanish 

Course Outline for Year 8 French 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 Topics: Hobbies, family, jobs, where you live (compass points etc), weather, tv, film.  
Grammar: present tense –er verbs; reflexive verbs; infinitive after “on peut / j’aime/ 
je déteste; near future (aller+infinitive); depuis+present tense; negatives; irregular 
verbs – aller and faire; giving reasons; intensifiers.  
 

Term 2 Topics: book genres; the Internet and how you use it; evening activities – past; 
sequencers – describing an event in order; Paris;  
Grammar: present tense –ir and –re verbs; aller and faire in the present tense; 
perfect tense (using avoir); perfect tense and negatives; past participles (of –er/-ir/-
re/irregular verbs).   
 

Term 3 Topics: invitations; excuses; clothing + buying clothing in a shop; parties & going out;   
Grammar: the modal verbs (vouloir/pouvoir/devoir); the near future; asking 
questions; comparatives and superlatives. 
 

Term 4 Topics: free-time activities and hobbies; telling the time (24h clock); activities you do 
at home; saying where you went last weekend;  
Grammar: the perfect tense with “être” verbs; revision of the perfect tense with 
“avoir” verbs and the near future.  
 

Term 5 Topics: holidays; popular destinations; methods of transport; activities at the “centre 
de vacances”; common holiday activities & habits; francophone countries. 
Grammar: je vais en/au/à la/aux +places; je vais en +transport; revision of present, 
perfect and future. 
 

Term 6 Revision of Hobbies, family, jobs, where you live, weather, TV, film, reading, the 
internet, activities in the past, invitations, excuses, clothing, free time, holidays in 
preparation for an assessment 

 
 
 
 
 
 



23 
 

Fiat Lux – Let there be light 
Astor Avenue, Dover, Kent CT17 0DQ     T: 01304 206117     E: office@dgsb.co.uk     www.dgsb.co.uk 

 

Course Outline for Year 8 German 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 Topics: seasons; holidays and holiday activities; past holidays; winter holidays; 
Grammar: imperfect of haben and sein; perfect tense (with haben and sein) 
 

Term 2 Topics: shopping and food; fruit and veg; at the market; ordering in a restaurant; a 
past restaurant visit and review; shops; common shopping items; pocket money and 
items students might save for. 
Grammar: ich möchte/hätte gern; use of “Sie” (you) for formal situations; 
nominative/accusative revision; perfect tense; in+dative; verb second; use of “man” 
(one buys etc); asking questions.  
 

Term 3 Topics: tv programmes and films genres; opinions; telling the time; after school 
activities; past school trip; cultural specialities; relating past events and giving alibies.  
Grammar: using the adverbs “gern/lieber/am liebsten”; modal verbs; Time Manner 
Place word order; the perfect tense with er/sie; revision of all tenses learnt.  
 

Term 4 Topics: body parts; pain/aches/illnesses; at the doctors; healthy eating and living; 
Grammar: gender of body parts; plurals in German; wenn+verb to the end; verb 
comma verb – when you start with a subordinate clause; seit +dat+present tense; 
adverbs of frequency; perfect tense revision. 
 

Term 5 Topics: invitations; excuses; clothing; going to a party; my routine.  
Grammar: mag vs möchte; word order in subordinate clauses; the proper future 
tense using “werden”; adjective endings; you: du/ihr/Sie and the correct verb 
endings; reflexive verbs (for routine).  
 

Term 6 Revision of holidays, shopping, food, TV programmes, films, school, events in the 
past, health, invitations, excuses, clothes in preparation for an assessment. 
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Course Outline for Year 8 Spanish 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 Topic: free-time activities; giving opinions; talking about a friend’s or family 
member’s characteristics using a range of adjectives; nationalities; places in the 
town;  
Grammar: present tense (I/you  singular forms) of irregular verbs salir, hacer, ir; verb 
structures which change with plural nouns: (no) me gusta(n), me encanta(n), me 
interesa(n); using y, pero, también, nunca; adjective agreement; present tense of 
ser/tener; using the preposition “a” with the definite article; present tense revision; 
the near future tense. 
 

Term 2 Topic: TV and film genres; opinions; invitations; excuses; discussing problems; 
expressing likes and dislikes. 
Grammar: adjective agreement; opinion phrases, including: (no) me gusta(n), me 
encanta(n), me interesa(n); comparatives: más.....que, menos...que, mejor/mejores, 
peor/peores; the near future; prepositions; ¿Te gustaría … ? + infinitive; tener/tengo 
que + infinitive; present tense stem changing verbs: poder / querer; possessive 
adjectives. 
 

Term 3 Topic: talking about holidays – usual activities and destinations, past holidays, future 
holidays.  
Grammar: the preterite tense; lo pasé + adjective; revision of present and near 
future; using 3 tenses together.  
 

Term 4 Topic: food – mealtimes; likes and dislikes; getting food in a shop; ordering in a 
restaurant; talking about past/future meals; Spanish food. 
Grammar: present tense; opinion verbs; higher numbers; the use of “tu” vs “usted”; 
the preterite; the near future.  
 

Term 5 Topic: fashion and clothes; school uniform and opinions; saying what you wore/will 
wear to a party; saying what you can buy in different types of shops. 
Grammar: adjective agreements; expressions of frequency; this/these; comparatives; 
superlatives; revision of tenses; se puede +infinitive. 
 

Term 6 Revision of free time, descriptions, TV, films, invitations, holidays, food and clothes in 
preparation for an assessment. 
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Assessment in Year 8 MFL 
Students will be assessed every unit to test their progression – they will have small tests and larger 
assessments to complete which will inform our interim scores. 

Progression in Year 8 MFL 
Typically, students should progress from using one tense at the beginning of year 8 to using 3 tenses, 
referring to the past, present and future at the end of year 8.  
 
Homework set in Year 8 MFL 
Homework will be set regularly, it may be learning or reading or writing - for which students are forbidden 
the use of online translators but may use (online) dictionaries.  

Websites useful for MFL 
www.languagenut.com- username and password needed from teacher 

https://uk.language-gym.com/ - teacher will provide information on how to log in 

 www.languagesonline.org.uk - free to use always 

http://gut.languageskills.co.uk  (German); http://zut.languageskills.co.uk (French);  

http://oye.languageskills.co.uk (Spanish) - these websites are free after 4pm. 

 
How parents and carers can help in MFL 
You can work along with your son when he has been set ‘Languagenut’ home learning. This is a language 
learning website where the boys will have to go through lots of activities to help them to learn the 
vocabulary which has been set by the teacher. If they have a vocabulary test, they should be using the 
“look, cover, write, check” method over and over until they have learnt the exact spelling of the words – 
this may well take many goes (sometimes up to 20 times with the words he cannot remember). Writing up 
language on cards/post-its which are stuck around his room is also very useful. Finally, any testing you can 
do of them helps – sometimes it is your mistakes/pronunciation which will help them remember it so don’t 
feel like you can’t help! 

 

 

  

http://www.languagenut.com/
https://uk.language-gym.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://gut.languageskills.co.uk/
http://zut.languageskills.co.uk/
http://oye.languageskills.co.uk/
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Music 
The Music Department believes that every student should have equal opportunity to explore and 
experiment with a variety of musical activities throughout their time in KS3. Students will gain confidence 
in the three core skills: performing, composing and appraising. Students will be encouraged to join the 
many music ensembles on offer and will be given the chance to demonstrate the skills they have learnt 
outside the classroom.  
 
Course Outline for Year 8 Music 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 Djembe drumming 

Term 2 Blues 

Term 3 Popular Song 

Term 4 Ladders 

Term 5 Form and Structure 

Term 6 Solo Performance 
 

 
Assessment in Year 8 Music 
At the end of every topic, all students will take part in a performance/composition assessment, which is a 
culmination of the skills learnt in the term. They will also complete a written appraisal assessment based 
on the topic. Every lesson, students will complete a mini knowledge check to help embed key vocabulary 
and content. Peer assessment takes place regularly throughout the term. At the end of year 8, students will 
complete a music theory test.  

Progression in Year 8 Music 

Students will gain confidence in performing, composing and appraising.   

Homework set in Year 8 Music 

Weekly homework is set. Students will be expected to spend 30 minutes completing theory exercises and 
music games using mymusictheory.com and teachinggadget.com.   

Other websites useful for Music 

 www.bbcbitesize.co.uk (KS3 subjects – music) 

 www.musictheory.net 

 www.earmaster.com 

 www.tonedear.com 

 www.classicsforkids.com 

 Youtube (for listening to the music we are studying) 

 Musescore (a free music notation software that can be used for composing) 

 

http://www.musictheory.net/
http://www.earmaster.com/
http://www.tonedear.com/
http://www.classicsforkids.com/
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How parents and carers can help in Music 
Parents and carers can help by encouraging students to practise at home (if they have an instrument) or at 
school (the music department is open every lunchtime). Parents and carers can encourage students to 
learn a musical instrument (1:1 tuition is available on most instruments and students can borrow an 
instrument from the school if necessary). Parents and carers can encourage students to revise key 
vocabulary in the music booklet and complete homework on time. Parents and carers are welcome to 
attend school music events during the academic year and could encourage students to join one of the 
many weekly music ensembles. 
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Personal Health and Social Education (PSHE) 
 
The Social Sciences Department believes that PSHE is an extremely important topic in which pupils will 
have to think about some of the most important aspects of being human, living in society and importantly, 
learn how to cope and be successful in the world. Discussion is always central to this lesson and will form 
the majority part of each lesson.  
 

Course Outline for Year 8 PSHE 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1  What is democracy?  

 Researching potential careers (in the build up to options evening) 
 

Term 2  What is prejudice and discrimination? 

 Online safety 
 

Term 3  Addiction  
 

Term 4  Consumerism 
 

Term 5  Coping with life 
 

Term 6  Environmental conservation 
 

 
Websites useful for PSHE 
Search: PSHE Association 
 
How parents and carers can help in PSHE 
Ask your son about some of the content covered in class and continue the discussion at home.  
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Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE)  
The Social Sciences Department believes that having a developing ‘world view’ is important and being able 
to account for this with reasons and ideas is vital. In PRE some of life’s biggest and most challenging 
questions are addressed. We never teach with bias but always encourage boys the critically engage with all 
points of view in order to structure and justify their own.  
 
Course Outline for Year 8 PRE 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1  ‘Doing Philosophy, Religion and Ethics’ 
 

Term 2  Philosophy of Religion 
 

Term 3  The Life of the Buddha 
 

Term 4  ‘How do we deal with Death’? 
 

Term 5  Faith and Food 
 

Term 6  Peace and Conflict 
 

 

Assessment in Year 8 PRE 
Pupils will be assessed at the end of each topic (approximately every 6 lessons). They will be given tasks 
that require the use and development of skills needed for their GCSE, which all students will study at the 
beginning of yr9.  
 

Progression in Year 8 PRE 
Progress in PRE is academic but also personal. Academically pupils should achieve scores consistent with 
their flightpath and personally they should develop the confidence and skills needed to formulate and 
explain their personal views on complex issues.  
 

Homework set in Year 8 PRE 
Homework in PRE is typically research based or focussed on improving assessed work.  
 

Websites useful for PRE 
BBC Bitesize 
RE Quest 
www.learnpre.xyz (Password: ‘Platos-cave’) 
 

How parents and carers can help in PRE 
Progress in PRE is always helped by pupils having a good knowledge of world current affairs. Enabling 
students the chance to watch and read the news means boys can keep abreast with the developing ethical 
and religious issues prevalent in our times.    

http://www.learnpre.xyz/
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Physical Education (PE) 
The PE Department places a strong emphasis upon ‘Sport for All’ and the development of leadership 
qualities in lessons, through individualised learning pathways. Additionally, we aim to provide as many 
extra-curricular opportunities as possible in order to maintain the school’s proud sporting history. 
 

Course Outline for Year 8 PE 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 

Term 1 Health Related Fitness and Inter House Sports Tournaments 

Term 2 Rotation of Basketball, Football and Rugby 

Term 3 Rotation of Basketball, Football and Rugby 

Term 4 Cross Country and Multi Sports 

Term 5 Athletics 

Term 6 Cricket and Softball 

 
Assessment in Year 8 PE 
Pupils undertake a self-assessment at the beginning of each main sporting activity in accordance with the 
key skills from the AQA GCSE PE sport specific criteria. They are then assessed visually within each lesson 
culminating in two formal assessment lessons at the end of the schemes of work. At this point the teachers 
make their judgements whilst pupils undertake a second self-assessment relating to the level at which they 
believe they are now performing at. 
 
Progression in Year 8 PE 
Pupils continue to be assessed against the target created through the Y7 benchmark tests. Good progress 
is usually made by the vast majority of Y8 pupils as they become more competent at performing the core 
skills in each practical activity. However, a pupil’s desire to work hard and their willingness to respond to 
technical guidance given by their teacher will also ensure that progress is made across all activity areas. For 
those who make significant progress it is brought to their attention that GCSE PE might be a worthwhile 
option for them to consider.  
 
Websites useful for PE 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582 for a course outline of 
AQA GCSE PE 

www.bbc.co.uk/sport for up to date sports news and short documentaries 
https://www.sportengland.org/media/10266/uk-recognised-ngbs-and-sport-list-april-2016.pdf for an 
extensive list of National Governing Bodies 
 
How parents and carers can help in PE 

 By ensuring that his PE kit is available for the days on which he has PE lessons. 

 By encouraging their son to attend trials for any extra-curricular school teams regardless of 
previous experience. 

 By encouraging their son to lead a physical and healthy lifestyle outside of school.  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582
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Science 
The Science Department believes that learning should be fun and challenging, encouraging students to be 
curious about the world we live in as well as prepare them for their next steps in life. 
 

Course Outline for Year 8 Science 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 8 for 
 PORT, CHANNEL & CASTLE  

Summary of topics studied in Year 8 for 
PRIORY & PHAROS 

Term 1 Lab. Twitter, Ecosystems & periodic table Lab. Twitter, Ecosystems & Periodic table 
 

Term 2 Motion & Separation techniques Separation techniques & Motion 

Term 3 Adaptations & Earth Earth & Adaptations 

Term 4 Health and lifestyle & Electricity and 
magnetism 

 Health and Lifestyle & Metals 

Term 5 Electricity and magnetism & Metals Metals & Electricity and magnetism 

Term 6 Metals & Energy Electricity and magnetism & Energy 
 

There are 2 routes through the year 8 content according to the house you are in as indicated above. This is 
to ensure enough resources are available for practical sessions of which there are many!  
There is also some overlap of topics from one term to the next, so the above routes are a guide. 
 

Assessment in Year 8 Science 
Each topic is assessed with an end of topic test. There are also three investigative assessments during the 
year as well as end of year exam. 
 

Progression in Year 8 Science 
Students would be expected to stay on their flightpath throughout the year as a sign of good progress 
based on the assessments done during the year. 
 

Homework set in Year 8 Science 
Homework involves a range of styles such as learning knowledge, researching ideas, completing questions 
and is set once a week. 
 

Websites useful for Science 
Key Stage 3 Bitesize and Seneca Learning at KS3 
 

How parents and carers can help in Science 
Encourage students to become independent learners by checking homework deadlines on Show My 
Homework so they meet them on time. 
Quiz students on learning type homework and provide a visual check for written homework to ensure 
students are giving their best efforts.  
 


