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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to DGSB! 
 
I hope this booklet about the subjects your son is studying in Year 7 will be of interest to you. It contains a 
lot of valuable information and provides an overview of the Year 7 curriculum. 
 
The first few introductory pages of the booklet give an outline of the Year 7 curriculum at DGSB; the Fiat 
Lux programme, the subjects being studied, assessment and homework. 
 
After the introduction, you will find a summary about each subject in Year 7: what work will be covered, 
how your son will be assessed, what progress is expected, the types of homework likely to be set, useful 
websites and how parents and carers can help. 
 
It would be very helpful if you could spend some time with your son going through this booklet together as 
it will ‘map out’ the year ahead for him.  Year 7 is the start of a significant learning journey that will take 
your son all the way through to the sixth form at DGSB and beyond.  We want him to enjoy that journey, 
learn much along the way and develop his abilities and talents to the full.   

 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Mr Ben Ralph 
Deputy Headteacher  
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The Year 7 Curriculum at DGSB 
 
There are five lessons a day, each one hour long.  
The structure of the school day is:  

Time Event 

0840 Tutor Time/Assembly 

0900 Period 1 

1000 Movement Break 

1005 Period 2 

1105 Break 

1125 Period 3 

1225 Movement Break 

1230 Period 4 

1330 Lunch 

1420 Registration 

1425 Period 5 

1525 End of School 

 
DGSB operates a two-week timetable (Weeks 1 and 2). As a result, the timetable for Week 1 is likely to be different 
to Week 2. Across the fortnight your son will take various subjects with different lesson allocations:  
 

Subjects 
Number of lessons  

per fortnight 

Art 2 

Computing 3 

Design and Technology 2 

English/Literacy 8 

Geography 3 

History 3 

Mathematics 7 

Modern Foreign Languages 
 (2 from French, German or Spanish) 

3 
3 

Music 2 

Personal, Social and Health Education 2 

Philosophy, Religion and Ethics 2 

Physical Education 4 

Science 6 
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The Key Stage 3 Curriculum 
 
In terms of their academic learning, our Year 7 students follow the programmes of study of the new 
National Curriculum (NC).  
 
To broaden and deepen students’ learning and character further the school provides additional 
opportunities including:  

 Trips and visits 

 Visiting speakers 

 Charity events 

 Debating 

 Representative sports teams 

 Drama 

 Foreign exchanges 

 Combined Cadet Force (CCF) 

 Music bands  

 Varied School Clubs 

 Duke of Edinburgh (from yr8) 
 

In addition, new from September 2019 we are introducing our Fiat Lux Programme to provide a 
framework for recording and celebrating all your sons’ achievements during his time at DGSB. 
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The Fiat Lux programme 
 
The vision behind the programme is to enable pupils at the school to both pan and record their varied successes in 
life achieved both through the school and outside of school. The aim is to provide pupils with a modern ‘record of 
achievement’ that will service as a reference for any future applications for employment or further education as well 
as ensuring they are aspirational and always looking for their next potential success.   

Many forms of success and achievement are recognised and can be accredited within the programme. Whether your 
son is a proficient musician, a developing athlete or skilled chess player, he will be able to use our Online Programme 
to record his achievements and accrue an on-going points total. 
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Assessment in Year 7…and beyond (1) 

At DGSB your son will be assessed in a variety of ways to help monitor the progress that he is making.  All 
subjects will have regular ‘key assessments’.  Key assessments are the same for all classes for a subject and 
allow departments to use standardised mark schemes.  This means that the progress of all students can be 
monitored fairly and consistently within each subject area.  There are many different types of key 
assessment tasks and they include topic tests, projects, written exercises and presentations. In addition to 
key assessments your son will complete other pieces of work that will help his teachers assess how he is 
doing.   
 
There is also a fortnight of end of year exams at the start of Term 6 when students will take summative 
subject tests.  
 

We are very keen for students themselves to develop a deeper understanding of how they can further 
improve.  Therefore, there will be opportunities for self-assessment.  In addition, we also encourage 
students to peer assess the work of other students. Reflection on their work will be an important part of 
assessment and all students will have “next steps” to complete for key pieces of work.  
 

Parents and carers will receive three full Interim Assessment reports during the academic year along with a 

Subject Report.  The Interim Assessments give a summary picture of your son’s progress in each of his 

subjects whilst the Subject Report provides more detailed written information.  There is also a Parents’ 

Evening where the opportunity to meet your son’s subject teachers will be made available. 

 

Assessment schedule for Year 7: 

 Interim Assessment Report 1 = end of Term 1 – Learning Scores only 

 Interim Assessment Report 2 = end of Term 2 – full 

 Interim Assessment Report 3 = end of Term 4 - full 

 Subject Report = end of Term 4 

 Parents Evening = start of Term 5 

 Interim Assessment Report 4 = middle of Term 6 – full 

 

Our comprehensive systems of assessment, tracking and reporting provide valuable information to 
determine the progress of each student and what additional support may be needed if necessary.   
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Assessment in Year 7…and beyond (2) 

What are Interim Assessments?  
 

Interim assessments form the core of how students are assessed at DGSB. 
Interim assessments are always CURRENT grades awarded on the basis of evidence. 
Interim assessments are then set against a flightpath towards a benchmark target which is derived from 
the student’s prior attainment at KS2 or KS4. His/her progress is then assessed using a colour system. 
Flightpaths are by no means always perfect but we work hard to ensure they are regularly reviewed and 
adjusted to reflect a fair but challenging outcome.  
The interim grades over time represent staging posts on a journey towards the end benchmark target goal. 
 

Example interim assessment structure for a Year 7 student: 
 End of Year 7 

Benchmark 
Target 

End of Year 
11 
Benchmark 
Target 

End of Year 
11 Challenge 
Target 

Interim  
Term X 

Effort 
Learning 
Score 

Behaviour 
Learning 
Score 

Homework 
Learning 
Score 

Subject An annual 
target for the 
end of Year 7 
backtracked 
from the End 
of Year 11 
Benchmark 
Target 

The potential 
of your son in 
this subject 
by the end of 
Year 11 – 
generated 
from his KS2 
attainment 

One GCSE 
point higher 
than the End 
of Year 11 
Benchmark 
Target 

A 9-1 
CURRENT 
GRADE 
showing your 
son’s current 
level of 
performance 

1-4 score 
rating levels 
of effort in 
lessons 

1-4 score 
rating 
standard of 
behaviour in 
lessons 

1-4 score 
rating quality 
and quantity 
of homework 
outside of 
lessons 

 

What do the colours mean on an Interim Assessment report: 

Excellent On track to achieve End of Year 11 Challenge Target 

Good On track to achieve End of Year 11 Benchmark target 

Reasonable Just off track and still potential to achieve End of Year 11 Benchmark target 

Limited Off track and currently unlikely to achieve End of Year 11 Benchmark target 

 

Is academic progress always reflected in a number and a colour? 

Not necessarily. Please note that if a student’s DGSB current grade remains the same from one assessment 

to the next this does not mean that the student is not making progress as they will have learnt new 

material from one assessment to the next.  Only when the current grade is lower than the previous grade 

given would less progress have been made than previously thought. For teachers to raise current grades 

they need to be confident they have the breadth and depth of evidence within your son’s work to do so. 

Subject specific details of what is required to maintain good progression are given on the subject pages of 

this booklet. 
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Assessment in Year 7…and beyond (3) 

How will my son be graded? 

All students complete work covering the National Curriculum at Key Stage 3; however, at DGSB we view 
our Year 7 students as being at the start of a 5 or 7 year course stretching to the end of GCSE or A Level. As 
a result, we use the 9-1 grading system of the GCSE system which further allows our staff to grow even 
more confident over time in their professional judgement of these grades. 
The table below shows equivalencies to the old GCSE grades. Please note that F1, F2 and F3 represent our 
“Foundation” tier as not all students will initially be able to achieve a current grade on the 9-1 scale in 
subjects such as Music and Modern Foreign Languages. 
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Assessment in Year 7…and beyond (4) 

What are Learning Scores and how are they generated? 
Interim assessments always include a points score to represent the approach to learning demonstrated 
consistently by students. The score scale is shown below: 
 

Application & Effort:  

1: Application and effort is outstanding:  The student works hard in lessons and is keen to impress in all 

types of activities; they make  the most of their ability and this has a strong impact on their progress 

2: Application & effort is good: The student works well in lessons and generally completes all types of 

activities to a good standard  

3: Application & effort requires improvement: The student is inconsistent with their work rate; sometimes 

they work well but at other times teacher intervention is needed   

4: Application & effort is inadequate: The student does not work hard enough and often needs specific 

intervention to stay on task and complete work 
 
 

Behaviour for Learning:  

1: Behaviour & attitude is outstanding: The student is impeccably behaved in class, always focused and 

engaged and contributes very positively to the learning process  

2: Behaviour & attitude is good: The student is well behaved in class, usually focused and engaged and 

contributes positively  to the learning process  

3: Behaviour & attitude requires improvement: The student is inconsistent in their classroom behaviour; 

there are times when they are off task and lose focus; occasional low-level disruption 

4: Behaviour & attitude is inadequate: The student is too often off task and dis-engaged; persistent low-

level disruption leads to a negative impact on the learning process 
 
 

Independent Learning: 

1: Approach to Homework/independent learning is outstanding: All HW is handed in, on time and to a 

standard in line with or above the progress towards the student's target grade 

2: Approach to Homework/independent learning is good: The large majority of HW is handed in, usually on 

time and to a standard broadly in line with progress towards the student's target grade 

3: Approach to Homework/independent learning requires improvement: Not enough HW is handed in, 

sometimes late, and to a standard below the progress towards the student's target grade 

4: Approach to Homework/independent learning is inadequate: HW is routinely not completed and/or is 

late and to a standard below the student's target grade 
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Homework & Independent Learning in Year 7 (1) 
Why does DGSB set homework for Year 7 students? 

Homework is set for a number of reasons.  These include: 

● To develop the skills and motivation a student needs to study effectively and with confidence on his 

own, helping him become a truly independent lifelong learner 

● To consolidate and reinforce knowledge and understanding developed at school. 

● To lay the ground for work to be undertaken in future lessons 

● To allow students to use resources not available in the classroom 

● To involve parents and carers in the management of students’ learning and keep them informed 

about the work students are doing 

● To build the future capacity to manage the particular demands of preparing for GCSE and A Level 

public examinations. 

 

 
What types of homework can my son expect to be set? 

At DGSB a variety of homework tasks and activities is given to Year 7 students and includes: 

 Knowledge learning for mini tests/quizzes   

 Close reading of a text (students could be asked to discuss this in class, answer a range of 

comprehension questions for self/peer assessment, or to complete an exam question in class) 

 Research (pupils could present their findings to the group or simply be prepared with wider 

knowledge of a new topic)  

 Short/closed questions 

 Longer written tasks  

 Quizzes through Show My Homework or Office 365 Teams 

 Self-monitoring home learning tasks via school-subscribed websites (e.g. Hegarty Maths, Vocab 

Express)  

 Reviewing for long-term learning (consolidating notes from lessons) 

 Revising learning in preparation for key assessments and exams 
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Homework & Independent Learning in Year 7 (2) 
How will my son organise his homework and how can I help him? 
At DGSB we use the Show My Homework website to host all our homework tasks. Students and parents 
are provided with log-ins to be able to access their own bespoke homework timetables so that all tasks and 
deadlines can be quickly viewed. An app is available to download for mobile devices to make this even 
more straightforward. 
Some students prefer to record and track their homework in written form and we encourage those 
students to make their own diary provision if they wish to.  
 
 
How often is homework set? 
Homework in Year 7 is set weekly by each subject and should take around 20 minutes to complete.  
 
 
Is there a homework timetable? 
DGSB does not have a homework timetable. Each subject is encouraged to allow a full week wherever 
possible to enable students to plan and organise when they will complete their homework.  
 
 
How can I support the completion of my son’s homework? 

 By reviewing Show My Homework regularly to keep track of homework set 

 By helping your son to settle down into good working patterns with his homework  

 Potentially some cooperative work with your son if there are any difficulties in completing tasks – 
this should always be prompting rather than parents completing the work themselves! 

 Should there be any general concerns about homework, by contacting your son’s form tutor in the 
first instance 
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Office 365 
 
DGSB uses the Microsoft Office 365 virtual learning environment which will enable students to use a 
variety of different apps such as email, calendar, their own cloud storage and Teams amongst others. 
All students are given their own individual usernames and passwords to access these resources. 
Office 365 can be accessed online at any time whether at school or at home. Apps are also available to 
download to mobile devices from the Apple and Android stores (free of charge). 
 
Each student will be a member of a number of Teams on Office 365, including one for each class of which 
he is a member. The Team will be hosted and run by the class teacher. The Team can, when used to the 
full, give access to resources, provide a platform for the setting of homework (“assignments”) and allow 
the teacher to communicate with the class outside of lessons.  
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Subject Information 
In the pages that follow, information is given about each of the subjects that your son is studying. 
 

Please note that the school does not take any responsibility for the content of third party websites listed 
in this booklet.  You are advised to check any websites that your son may use. 
 

Art 
The Art Department believes in building student’s confidence and skills in drawing and painting. Giving a 
board knowledge of modern art and art from different cultures.  
 

Course Outline for Year 7 Art 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 Using tone and developing drawing skills. 

Term 2 Landscape painting and using perspective. 

Term 3 Abstract art – looking at the work Kandinsky and Picasso 

Term 4 3D project (e.g. African mask project). 

Term 5 Portrait Project looking at the work of Van Gogh 

Term 6 Collage and Design - the art of sketchbook presentation – preparation for GCSE.  

 
Assessment in Year 7 Art 
Using GCSE assessment objectives students are assessed every term to track their individual progress.  
 
Progression in Year 7 Art 
A typical Year 7 should reach a confident level 2+ by the end of year 7. 
 
Homework set in Year 7 Art 
We encourage student to practise their art skill’s at home, students will be set half an hour homework a 
week which is related to the subject there are studying, this could be picture research, artist research, a 
drawing or painting.  
 
Websites useful for Art 
Google Images very helpful. 
 
How parents and carers can help in Art 
We ask parents to encourage making art at home and to see the art homework before it comes into school 
– thanks. 
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Computer Science 
The Computer Science Department believes in giving all students an understanding of what computers are 
and how they have changed the world we live in. We want all students to become more confident in their 
use of computers, their understanding of computing theory and especially in their progress and 
development as a computer programmer. 
 
Course Outline for Year 7 Computing 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 Students will complete a baseline assessment to find out what was covered n primary school. 
They will also learn how to use Office 365 and the Teams website. They will look at Word and 
PowerPoint to ensure that basic skills are covered, and begin to explore the fundamentals of 
computer programming and key terms that need to be understood 

Term 2 Students learn all about e-safety, being a responsibly digital citizen and the importance of 
copyright. They also learn about plagiarism and how to confirm the authenticity of the 
information that they read online. Students will develop further knowledge of computer 
programming, learning about functions and procedures, and the beginnings of how 
computers store sets of information 

Term 3 Students learn about binary, how a computer stores data and how to convert between binary 
and decimal. They will also learn about hexadecimal and convert between all three number 
systems. Students will also start to learn about algorithms in a more explicit way, covering 
flowcharts and how these can be used to solve a problem 

Term 4 Students learn about spreadsheets, seeing how they can be used to organise, present and 
analyse large data sets. They will use simple and complex formulae and how to add charts 
and graphs to view data in a different way. They will also start an individual coding project in 
Scratch and encouraged to use all the skills they have developed so far in the creation of a 
single program or game of their own design 

Term 5 Students will learn about HTML, and how it is used to create websites. They will spend time 
creating websites using HTML and learn about mark-up-based coding languages. They will 
spend time revising for their end of term computing exams with access to a set of revision 
resources and practice papers that they can use at any time 

Term 6 After completing their end of year exams students will look at images, and how they are 
stored in a computer. They will learn about the two different types of image (bitmap and 
vector), practicing with creating each type and then comparing the two different image 
types. 

 
All topics will be covered using resources on Microsoft Teams, and a combination of free software and 

website resources. Students will be given able opportunity to explore areas of computing outside lessons 

to develop a wider and greater subject knowledge. They will also be able to complete or make 

improvements to classwork outside lessons if they need to or wish to. 
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Assessment in Year 7 Computing 
Students are assessed every theory lesson in computing by being given a series of differentiated tasks that 

allow them to know exactly what level they are working at with regards to the year 11 flightpath. They are 

also assessed at the end of each topic with a written test that assesses knowledge and understanding. 

Lessons are also devoted to supporting students after these tests by recovering any elements that are 

needed or allowing students to move to advanced and high-level tasks. 

Progression in Year 7 Computing 
Students are expected to build on the knowledge they have gained at primary school with regards to 
computing theory and programming. They can reach grade 3 at the end of year 7. 
 
Homework set in Year 7 Computing 
Homework set in Computing is project based, with students being given a research project to complete 
along with each topic that is taught. Each project gives students some pointers but are designed to allow 
students to explore an area of computing and delve into areas of personal interest. Each project is set over 
4 weeks, with an expectation that students will spend between 60 and 90 minutes on each project.  
Students will also be expected to revise outside of lessons for topic tests, and this will also be recorded on 
Show My Homework. 
 
Websites useful for Computing 

BBC Click Find out about the latest developments in 
Computer Science and Information Technology 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programme
s/n13xtmd5 

BBC Bitesize KS3 
Computer Science 

Complete structured notes, activities and revision 
quizzes 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subj
ects/zvc9q6f 

Scratch Explore and code in this block based programming 
language 

https://scratch.mit.edu/ 

 
How parents and carers can help in Computing 
Computing splits into two clear parts, both of which parents and carers can support with. 

With regards to theory helping students learn their content for topic tests (perhaps testing them on their 

notes using information and guides they have produced, as well as official guides for end of year exams) as 

well as supporting them with a focus on time management for homework projects. 

With regards to programming the best way to develop skills is to practice them. Students are encouraged 

to practice their programming outside of lessons. Parents can support by offering encouragement and 

reminding students that some elements of programming are always going to be difficult, and the only way 

to overcome issues is to stay positive and resilient until a solution has been solved. 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/n13xtmd5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/n13xtmd5
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zvc9q6f
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zvc9q6f
https://scratch.mit.edu/
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Design and Technology (DT)  
The DT Department believes in developing student confidence with tools and materials and providing them 

with the essential knowledge and understanding of the designed world they inhabit. We equip students 

with the communication skills necessary to convey their design ideas, and nurture a culture of independent 

learning from the start. Students will rotate through a wide variety of both practical and design projects, 

utilising up-to-date technology and traditional methods. A typical student could expect to leave the course 

with a fuller understanding of the design process, an awareness of responsible design practice and a critical 

appreciation of the products they encounter every day.     

 Course Outline for Year 7 DT  

  Summary of topics studied in Year 7  

Term 1&2 Use of hand tools and power tools 

Following technical plans & marking up 

Health and safety in the workshop 

Isometric drawing and rendering 

Term 3&4 Metal casting  

CAD/CAM from plans 

THEORY TOPICS: Materials, Tools, ICT, Manufacturing, Communicating ideas 

Term 5&6 Wood joinery  

Designing for a client 

   

Assessment in Year 7 DT  

Projects are assessed with an initial sample task that provides the feedback allowing for students to go on 

to tackle the main task. The outcome is then formally assessed with a level in line with the new GCSE 1-9. 

Theory tests in the spring are marked as a percentage and average percentages are tracked and reported 

on. 
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Progression in Year 7 DT  

Assuming most students arrive with little or no Design Technology experience the progression will likely begin at a 

foundation level initially. As confidence with the new techniques and working practices develops, a very strong 

student could hope to reach into a level 2 before the end of the year in some areas. It is important to note that often 

students (particularly in Y7) excel in some areas more than others – for example drawing, skilful use of tools, 

grasping of theoretical concepts or understanding of IT based designing. It is rare for a student to be strong in all 

these aspects in the first year and as the content of the course is very broad it naturally takes time for the individual 

skills to be improved significantly. As the student moves into Y8 and beyond the mastery across a range of skills can 

be developed further. 

Homework set in Year 7 DT  

We set two types of Homework in Y7. The first are independent projects that are completed over a period 

of weeks at home or during lunchtimes and are designed to encourage students to self-manage their time, 

to explore their own passions and the possibilities within them and to further their skills in a non-

classroom setting. Students will also complete a block of theory in the spring in which they will be tested 

weekly with online tests at home to ensure they are retaining this vital element of the course.  

Websites useful for DT  

www.technologystudent.com 

www.designmuseum.org/ 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology 

www.youtube.com/user/HowStuffWorks 

www.designboom.com 

www.pinterest.com 

www.instructables.com 

How parents and carers can help in DT  

Encourage your son to make the most of any smart technology by exploring the enormous world of design 

and Technology. Gaming and social media doesn’t teach them all the skills they will need in the modern 

world! Encourage your son to share anything he has made at home, any projects around the house he has 

assisted with or any new discoveries he has made with us – we often discover some of the most exciting 

things from students themselves and many lessons have been built around these finds and interests. 

  

http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.designmuseum.org/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology
https://www.youtube.com/user/HowStuffWorks
http://www.designboom.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.instructables.com/
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English/Literacy  
The English Department believes in making English Language and Literature engaging and exciting for all 
learners, whilst always ensuring that the relevant skills needed in key stage 4 are introduced and 
developed as early as possible. A student who succeeds in English will succeed in all other aspects of their 
curriculum. We believe that if it isn’t challenging, it isn’t worth doing! 
 

Course Outline for Year 7 English 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 ‘The Prince of Mist’. An introduction to this wonderful novel, building on skills and terminology 
learnt in key stage 2, with a focus on developing a more organised and sustained structure to 
writing and using a more academic register. 

Term 2 ‘The Prince of Mist’. (continued) As we continue our journey through the novel, the focus will shift 
to more creative writing opportunities based on the characters and storyline, to include 
transactional tasks such as letter writing.  Pupils will fall in love with this text as it draws to it’s 
dramatic and tense ending.  

Term 3 Shakespeare’s Villains. Without taking a detailed look at any particular play, students will learn 
about some of Shakespeare’s most famous and enduring bad guys and what it is that makes them 
so memorable. Studying Shakespeare in Key Stage 4 requires students to take a nuanced view of 
characters, so to make it extra challenging, all these villains will have redeeming qualities or could 
even make an audience feel sympathy for them and their actions. 

Term 4 Persuasion. Using a varied range of examples from timeless speeches to everyday adverts, students 
will gain a detailed insight into how, using language, tone and images, persuasive techniques are 
being used to influence the way we think and act. There will also be plenty of opportunities for 
students to develop their own skills of persuasion. 

Term 5 Poetry of Place. Students will be introduced to a range of poems related to the theme of ‘place’. 
This unit of study aims to build on their current knowledge by analysing poems using familiar terms 
(and a few new ones!) and widening their understanding by considering the context relating to 
when poems were written.  There will also be an opportunity to use fantastic poetry as a prompt 
for their own creative writing.   

Term 6 Survival.  Students will study a range of fiction and non-fiction texts which focus on survival in 
unforgiving circumstances.  This unit of study aims to engage each boy as we study extracts of 
novels, poetry, leaflet, journal and diary extract.  Students will create a ‘Survival Guide’ for the 
incoming year 7 pupils which explains how to survive at DGSB.   

Alongside the above topics, students will participate in a fortnightly, teacher-led class reading lesson, 
where the focus will be on comprehension and enjoyment of books. Students will also be expected to 
complete a reading log and be responsible for getting this signed and we will also be running our ‘Classic 
Tales’ project in association with the University of Kent that aims to connect students to the origins of 
narrative through the classic Greek tales. 
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Assessment in Year 7 English 
Students will be formally assessed twice per term. Typically, one assessment will be essay-based with 
students applying an analytical approach and the other will be a more creative piece of work. They will be 
given a grade in line with the current GCSE 1-9 for each piece of work and these formal assessments will be 
completed in their purple assessment books. 
 
Progression in Year 7 English 
Typically, the English Department want to see evidence of new learning in each piece of assessed work. We 
would like students to be working at around a grade 3 by the end of the year but we understand that all 
learning journeys are different. 
 
Homework set in Year 7 English 
Homework is set weekly and can range from writing to research, depending upon the upcoming demands 
of the unit of study. Completing homework on time and to a high standard is of utmost importance to 
ensure your son has retained vital learning and skills from the class work and has full access to the next 
piece of work. 
 
Websites useful for English 
BBC Bitesize for KS3 English: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv 
 

How parents and carers can help in English 
Parents and carers are encouraged to regularly check the homework that has been set and ensure it has 
been completed to a high standard. We would also recommend checking reading logs as well as 
questioning your son about what he has learned in English, perhaps challenging him to tell you what new 
information he has gained that week.  Encouraging your son to read as often as possible will increase his 
progress rapidly.   

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv


20 
 

Fiat Lux – Let there be light 
Astor Avenue, Dover, Kent CT17 0DQ     T: 01304 206117     E: office@dgsb.co.uk     www.dgsb.co.uk 

 

Geography 
The Geography Department believes that every child should leave DGSB with an understanding of the 
world around them, and the importance of preserving it for generations to come. 

 

Course Outline for Year 7 Geography 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 Introduction to Geography, South America and Tropical Rainforests 

Term 2 The UK, Population and Coasts 

Term 3 Europe and Natural Hazards 

Term 4 Oceania, Weather & Climate and Climate Change 

Term 5 Asia and Water as a Resource 

Term 6 Coral Reefs 

 
Assessment in Year 7 Geography 
Assessment in Geography consists of one formally assessed knowledge assessment and one formally 
assessed exam style assessment. These assessments use key skills and concepts in preparation for GCSE, as 
well as highlighting the importance of learning key facts and figures for case studies. The knowledge 
assessment will test areas of the term’s topics, such as definitions, dates, places etc. The exam style 
assessment will test ability to answer extended questions as well as develop “Geographical Skills” required 
at GCSE. 

 

Progression in Year 7 Geography 
Typical progress in year 7 will see students develop their written explanation and source analysis skills and 
be show a ‘working at’ level of between a grade 1 and grade 2+ on the new 1-9 scale of progress. 

 

Homework set in Year 7 Geography  
Homework will consist of a range of tasks from research and exam questions to posters, projects and 
revision. Revision should include recall practice and creation of revision materials e.g. flash cards, mind 
maps. 

 

Websites useful for Geography 
BBC Bitesize- www.bbc.com/bitesize 

National Geographic- www.nationalgeographic.com 
 

How parents and carers can help in Geography  
Parents can check their son’s book and homework; question them about their current study, test them in 
preparation for factual recall tests; watch and discuss the news with them; encourage watching of relevant 
TV programmes; provide a quiet work space for them. 

  

http://www.bbc.com/bitesize
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
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History 

The History Department believes that each student should be given the opportunity to understand and 
appreciate a variety of events, individuals, causes and consequences of the past. Additionally, we aim to 
ensure that they enjoy that experience. 

Course Outline for Year 7 History 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 Key Skills and Romans 

Term 2 Norman Conquest 

Term 3 Early Medieval England  

Term 4 Late Medieval England 

Term 5 Early Tudors 

Term 6 Tudors and Stuarts 1547-1649 

 
Assessment in Year 7 History 
Assessment in History consists of one formal written piece of work each term, undertaken in exam 
conditions. This will be an answer that uses key skills and concepts at its core such as ‘describe/explain 
why/how useful/how important’. There will also be one factual recall test each term, in which key 
knowledge of the term topic will be assessed. 
 
Progression in Year 7 History 
Typical progress in year 7 will see students develop their written explanation and source analysis skills and 
be show a ‘working at’ level of between a grade 1 and grade 3 on the new 1-9 scale of progress. 
 
Homework set in Year 7 History 
Homework will consist of a range of tasks from research and essays to posters and mini ICT projects. 
 
Websites useful for History 
Websites of use would be: 
-BBC bitesize 
-Schoolhistory.org.uk 
-Spartacus-educational.com 
-ks3history games.co.uk 
-www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/history/ 
 
How parents and carers can help in History 
Parents can check their son’s book and homework; question them about their current study, test them in 
preparation for factual recall tests; read history books to them and with them; encourage watching of 
relevant TV programmes; provide a quiet work space for them. 
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Mathematics 
The Maths Department believes that all students can develop fluency in Mathematics which is the result of 
having conceptual understand, strategic competence and adaptive reasoning. This will enable them to achieve high 
levels of success and an ongoing enjoyment and confidence in working mathematically. 
 

Course Outline for Year 7 Maths 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 Number skills. (BIDMAS, Factors, multiples and primes, negative numbers and powers and 
roots) Analysing and displaying data. (Two-way tables, bar-charts, averages and range, 
grouped data, pie charts and scatter graphs) 

Term 2 Functions and formulae (Writing and simplifying expressions, using formulae, expanding 
brackets, working with powers, factorising expressions) 
Fractions (Adding, subtracting, multiplying, dividing, working with mixed numbers) 

Term 3 Angles and shapes (Triangles, parallel lines, quadrilaterals, polygons) 
Decimals (Ordering, rounding, add, subtract, multiply, divide, work with decimals and 
percentages, calculate percentage change) 

Term 4 Equations (solving equations) 
Multiplicative reasoning (metric and imperial units, ratio, proportion) 

Term 5 Perimeter, area and volume (Area of triangles, parallelograms, trapezia, and compound 
shapes. Volume and surface area of cubes and cuboids, nets, cm³, ml and litres, convert 
between metric units of area and volume. 

Term 6 Sequences and graphs (nth term and term to term rules, recognise arithmetic and geometric 
sequences, coordinates, mid-point of a line segment, straight line graphs) 

 

Assessment in Year 7 Maths 
Each unit of work is followed by an assessment and assessments that cover multiple topics may be used to 
inform interim grades. There will be an end of year assessment to test all content covered. 
 

Progression in Year 7 Maths 
Students will deepen their understanding and application of mathematical techniques. They will apply their 
mathematical skills to solve contextual problems. “Working at” grade should be between a 1+ and a 4-. 
 

Homework set in Year 7 Maths 
Students will have a weekly learning homework which will be completed in their “knowledge organiser”. 
They will have an additional homework each week, alternating between a re-call homework (practising a 
mixture of skills) and a check-up homework which practises the skills they are learning in lessons. 
 

Websites useful for Maths 
https://quizlet.com/en-gb 
 

How parents and carers can help in Maths 
Check students know what homework tasks are needed and deadlines using “show my homework”. Test 
children on their learning homework regularly. Ask students to explain what they are doing in class and 
how they arrived at their homework answers. 

  

https://quizlet.com/en-gb
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Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) - KET 

 
The MFL Department believes that learning another language will improve your cognitive abilities, make 
you highly employable and open your mind to the amazing world out there. 
 

Course Outline for Year 7 French 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 Introductions: meeting people (greetings +pronouns je and tu); school+classroom objects 
(un/une+le/la); alphabet; age (with verb avoir); numbers to 20; birthdays (dates); colours (adjective 
agreements). 

Term 2 Family&friends: descriptions (adjectives & agreements, verb ‘avoir’, mon/ma/mes); pets (plurals). 

Term 3 Where you live: house type and situation (prepositions for in/at); rooms in the house; describing 
your room (prepositions); evening activities at home (using the pronoun ‘on’ = we); telling the time 
(pronouns ils/elles). 

Term 4 In the town: places in the town (Il y a); directions (tu/vous); saying where you are or where you are 
going (au/à la/à l’/aux); invitiations and expressing opinions; at the snack bar/ordering food (je 
voudrais & higher numbers).  

Term 5 My day: daily routine (reflexive verbs); school subjects (using the pronoun ‘nous’); giving opinions 
and reasons (connectives and intensifiers); timetables; what you do after school (using the verb 
“faire”). 

Term 6 Sports and games (jouer au/à la/aux); playing an instrument (jouer du/de la/des); say what you like 
doing (opinions – aimer + infinitive); at the leisure centre (using on peut+infinitive); going on holiday 
(using aller+infinitive).  
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Course Outline for Year 7 German 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 Introductions: names; age (numbers 1-12); where you live (pronouns ich/du/er/sie); the alphabet 
and spelling names (der/die/das); school bag items (einen/eine/ein); birthday (numbers 1-31 and 
months and question words);  

Term 2 School: favourite subjects (opinions and connectives und/aber/denn); timetables (telling the time); 
what you eat at break/lunch (verb endings); school uniform (einen/eine/ein); school in German 
speaking countries. 

Term 3 Family and friends: family members (meine/dein); descriptions (adjectives and adjective endings); 
characteristics (adjectives and intensifiers); pets (plurals). 

Term 4 Free time: sports (using gern to say you like doing something); hobbies (prepositions and the 
accusative) & favourite things (sein/ihr); saying how often you do things (pronoun ‘wir’, time 
expressions and verb second); invitations and accepting/rejecting (möchtest du+ infinitive); going to 
an adventure sports centre (using man kann – one can). 

Term 5 Where you live: house types and situation (prepositions + dative); rooms (es gibt = there is/are); 
describing your room (verb is the second idea); what is in your room (prepositions+dative); 
describing dream house (recognising the past). 

Term 6 Town and country: cities and towns in German speaking countries; transport types (plurals); 
directions (du/Sie); buying food (ich möchte - I would like); talking about future plans for the 
summer (forming the future with present tense + future time expression).  

 
 
Course Outline for Year 7 Spanish 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 Introductions: name and where they live (using the question words ¿Cómo? ¿Dónde?)Looking at 
different verb endings (llamo/llamas vivo/vives); alphabet and spelling your name; giving your age 
(numbers 1-12, using the verb ‘tener’ & question word ‘¿Cuánto?’); birthdays (question word 
¿Cuándo…? & months and number 1-31); school bag items (un/una, ‘no’ to make negatives, 
connectives y/tambien/pero).  

Term 2 School: subjects (using the verb ‘estudiar’); what you do in lessons; timetables (telling the time, 
using the verb ‘estudiar’); describing teachers (adjectives); opinions and reasons; snacks at 
breaktime and learning to use the negative. 

Term 3 My family: relatives (verb ‘tener’); pets (plurals in Spanish); descriptions - hair, eyes, height, 
personality (the verb ‘ser’, adjectives after nouns and with gender agreements). 

Term 4 My house: where you live (verb ‘vivir); house type+description (adjectives and agreements); rooms 
(using ‘hay’); activities in the home (using stem changing verbs ‘jugar’ and ‘dormir’); bedroom 
description (prepositions); daily routine (reflexive verbs).   

Term 5 Freetime activities: hobbies and pastimes with time expressions (irregular verbs ‘salir’ and ‘hacer’); 
telling the time (verb ‘ir’); sports; opinions (me gusta) and reasons (porque es/son...); saying what 
you are going to do (future tense using ‘ir’+infinitive). 

Term 6 In the town: descriptions (comparatives); saying what there is in your town; directions (‘estar’ and 
using the imperative); invitations (verb ‘querer’); weather (hay/hace); saying what you do in town 
(present and future). 
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Assessment in Year 7 MFL 
Students will be assessed every unit to test their progression – they will have small tests and larger 
assessments to complete which will inform our interim assessment grades.  
 
Progression in Year 7 MFL 
Typically, students should progress up the foundation levels in Year 7 – going from an F1- (copying 
correctly) to an F3-/F3/F3+ (writing/speaking full paragraphs and extending sentences using opinions, 
reasons intensifiers and time expressions). 
 
Homework set in Year 7 MFL 
Homework will be set regularly, it may be learning or reading or writing - for which students are forbidden 
the use of online translators but may use (online) dictionaries. Students must complete independent study 
each week – ten minutes three times a week or fifteen minutes twice a week on Vocab Express 
(www.vocabexpress.com); they are required to meet a minimum of 1000 points per term (ten minutes 
work may generate approximately 70 points).  
 
Websites useful for MFL 
www.vocabexpress.com - password needed from teacher 
www.languagesonline.org.uk - free to use always 
http://gut.languageskills.co.uk  (German); http://zut.languageskills.co.uk (French); 
http://oye.languageskills.co.uk (Spanish) - these websites are free after 4pm. 
www.quizlet.com - no password needed but they can have an account if they want. 
www.memrise.com  
 
How parents and carers can help in MFL 
Please establish a timetable for work on Vocab Express with your son so that he knows exactly when he 
needs to do which language and for how long. If they have a vocabulary test, they should be using the 
“look, cover, write, check” method over and over until he has learnt the exact spelling of the words – this 
may well take many goes (sometimes up to 20 times with the words he cannot remember). Writing up 
language on cards/post-its which are stuck around his room is also very useful. Finally, any testing you can 
do of them helps – sometimes it is your mistakes/pronunciation which will help them remember it so don’t 
feel like you can’t help!  

  

http://www.vocabexpress.com/
http://www.vocabexpress.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://gut.languageskills.co.uk/
http://zut.languageskills.co.uk/
http://oye.languageskills.co.uk/
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.memrise.com/
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Music 
The Music Department believes that every student should have equal opportunity to explore and 
experiment with a variety of musical activities throughout their time in KS3. Students will gain confidence 
and creativity through a largely performance-based curriculum. Students will be encouraged to join the 
many music ensembles on offer and will be given the chance to demonstrate the skills they have learnt 
outside the classroom. 

Course Outline for Year 7 Music 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 The Elements of Music 

Term 2 Ukulele 

Term 3 Film Music 

Term 4 Instruments of the Orchestra 

Term 5 Composing simple melodies 

Term 6 Samba 
 

Assessment in Year 7 Music 
At the end of every topic, all students will take part in a performance assessment, which is a culmination of 
the skills learnt in the term. Every lesson, students will complete a mini assessment based on their 
knowledge organiser for the relevant topic. Peer assessment takes place regularly throughout the term. At 
the end of year 7, students will sit an hour-long listening test.  
 

Progression in Year 7 Music 
Students will gain confidence in performing, composing and basic music theory concepts. Students will be 
able to discuss pieces of music using basic music terminology.  
 

Homework set in Year 7 Music 
Weekly homework set. Students will be expected to learn facts from the topic knowledge organiser.  
 

Websites useful for Music 
www.bbcbitesize.co.uk (KS3 subjects – music)     www.musictheory.net 
www.earmaster.com                                                      www.tonedear.com 
www.classicsforkids.com                                          Youtube (for listening to the music we are studying) 
Musescore (a free music notation software that can be used for composing) 

 

How parents and carers can help in Music 
Parents and carers can help by encouraging students to practise at home (if they have an instrument) or at 
school (the music room is open every lunchtime). Parents and carers can encourage students to learn a 
musical instrument (1:1 tuition is available on most instruments and students can borrow an instrument 
from the school if necessary). Parents and carers can encourage students to revise from the topic 
knowledge organisers and complete homework on time. Parents and carers are welcome to attend school 
music events during the academic year and could encourage students to join one of the many weekly 
music ensembles. 

  

http://www.musictheory.net/
http://www.earmaster.com/
http://www.tonedear.com/
http://www.classicsforkids.com/
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Personal Health and Social Education (PSHE) 
The Social Sciences Department believes that PSHE is an extremely important topic in which pupils will 
have to think about some of the most important aspects of being human, living in society and importantly, 
learn how to cope and be successful in the world. Discussion is always central to this lesson and will form 
the majority part of each lesson. 

PSHE in Year 7 follows two distinct paths: The ‘Resilience’ curriculum will be taught by the Head of KS3 and 
is designed to support students through the initial stage of their secondary life. The other aspect run 
concurrently reflects a general PSHE curriculum. 

Course Outline for Year 7 PSHE 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

 General Curriculum  Resilience Curriculum 

Term 
1 

DGSB expectations and school rules 
Bus Behaviour 
Team work 
School skills 
What is bullying? 

What is Fiat Lux 

Term 
2 

Using Technology Responsibly 
Digital Resilience 

Growth Mindset 

Term 
3 

Dealing with stress 
Obesity ; Energy Drinks 
SSSS (Speed, Stamina etc) 
Keep the heart healthy 
Managing emotion 

Choice and Change 

Term 
4 

Do the strong has a responsibility to help the weak? 
What is a good citizen? 
Immigration 

Resilience 

Term 
5 

Seasonal foods; Types of farming 
Vegetarianism; Fat and Sugar 
Fair Trade; Exploitation 

Hygiene 

Term 
6 

Nuclear family 
Same sex parents 
Roles of men and women 
Changing roles in a family 

Transition Board Game 
Mindset going forward 

 
Websites useful for PSHE 
The PSHE association 
How parents and carers can help in PSHE 
Ask boys about some of the content covered in class and continue the discussion at home. 
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Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE) 
The Social Sciences Department believes that having a developing ‘World View’ is important and being able 
to account for this with reasons and ideas is vital. In PRE some of life’s biggest and most challenging 
questions are addressed. We never teach with bias but always encourage boys the critically engage with all 
points of view in order to structure and justify their own. 

We believe that providing lessons in Philosophy, Religion and Ethics students will be given a varied and 
relevant curriculum which will both engage and encourage critical thinking with the world around them.  

 
Course Outline for Year 7 PRE 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 An introduction to PRE 
‘The Big Six’ -A study of each of the six biggest world faiths 

Term 2 Sikhism 

Term 3 What is religion? 

Term 4 Who was Jesus? 

Term 5 An introduction to Islam 

Term 6 Animism 

 
Assessment in Year 7 PRE 
Pupils will be assessed every six lessons- this coincides with the end of each topic. They will be given a 
range of tasks each of which will foster and develop core skills required for as they progress through the 
school 
 
Progression in Year 7 PRE 
Progress in PRE is academic but also personal. Academically pupils should achieve scores consistent with 
their flightpath and personally they should develop the confidence and skills needed to formulate and 
explain their personal views on complex issues. 

Homework set in Year 7 PRE 
Homework in PRE is typically research based or focussed on improving assessed work. 

Websites useful for PRE 
BBC Bitesize 

RE Quest 
 

How parents and carers can help in PRE 
Progress in PRE is always helped by pupils having a good knowledge of world current affairs. Enabling students the 
chance to watch and read the news means boys can keep abreast with the developing ethical and religious issues 
prevalent in our times. 
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Physical Education (PE) - SAW 
The PE Department places a strong emphasis upon ‘Sport for All’ and the development of 
leadership qualities in lessons, through individual learning pathways. Additionally, we aim to provide as 
many extra-curricular opportunities as possible in order to maintain the school’s proud sporting history. 
 
Course Outline for Year 7 PE 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 

Term 1 Benchmark tests and Health Related Fitness (plus Inter House Sports Tournament) 

Term 2 Rotation between Basketball, Football and Rugby 

Term 3 Rotation between Basketball, Football and Rugby 

Term 4 Cross Country and Multi Sports 

Term 5 Athletics 

Term 6 Cricket and Softball 

 
Assessment in Year 7 PE 
Pupils undertake a self-assessment at the beginning of each main sporting activity in accordance with the 
key skills from the AQA GCSE PE sport specific criteria. They are then assessed visually within each lesson 
culminating in two formal assessment lessons at the end of the schemes of work. At this point the teachers 
make their judgements whilst pupils undertake a second self-assessment relating to the level at which they 
believe they are now performing at.  
 
Progression in Year 7 PE 
Using the data acquired through the Benchmark tests all Yr 7 pupils will be given a personalised target for 
Key Stage 3 PE. Progress within PE can at times be varied due to the activity being performed and the 
pupil’s ability within that area. However, a pupil’s desire to work hard and their willingness to respond to 
technical guidance given by their teacher will ensure that progress is made across all activity areas.  
 
Websites useful for PE 
www.bbc.co.uk/sport for up to date sports news and short documentaries 
https://www.sportengland.org/media/10266/uk-recognised-ngbs-and-sport-list-april-2016.pdf for an 
extensive list of National Governing Bodies 

 
How parents and carers can help in PE 
Parents can support their son within PE  

 By ensuring that his PE kit is available for the days on which he has PE lessons.  

 By encouraging their son to attend trials for any extra-curricular school teams regardless of 
previous experience.  

 By encouraging their son to lead a physical and healthy lifestyle outside of school. 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport
https://www.sportengland.org/media/10266/uk-recognised-ngbs-and-sport-list-april-2016.pdf
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Science 
The Science Department believes that learning should be fun and challenging, encouraging students to be 
curious about the world we live in as well as prepare them for their next steps in life. 

Course Outline for Year 7 Science 

 Summary of topics studied in Year 7 for 
PO, CA & PH 

Summary of topics studied in Year 7 for 
CH & PR 

Term 1 Lab Twitter, Cells. 
 

Lab Twitter, Forces. 

Term 2 Particles, Forces. Cells, Particles. 

Term 3 Body Systems, Elements & Compounds.  Elements & Compounds, Body Systems. 
 

Term 4 Sound, Reactions. Reactions, Sound. 

Term 5 Light, Acid & Alkalis. Acid & Alkalis, Light. 

Term 6 Reproduction, Space. Reproduction, Space. 
 

There are 2 routes through the year 8 content according to the house you are in as indicated above.  
This is to ensure enough resources are available for practical sessions of which there are many!                         
There is also some overlap of topics from one term to the next, so the above routes are a guide.  

Assessment in Year 7 Science 
Each topic is assessed with an end of topic test. There are also three investigative assessments during the 
year as well as end of year exam.  

Progression in Year 7 Science 
Students would be expected to stay on their flightpath throughout the year as a sign of good progress 
based on the assessments done during the year.  

Homework set in Year 7 Science 
Homework involves a range of styles such as learning knowledge, researching ideas, completing questions 
and is set once a week.  

Websites useful for Science 
Keystage 3 bitesize and Seneca Learning at KS3  

How parents and carers can help in Science 
Encourage students to become independent learners by checking homework deadlines on Show My 
Homework so they meet them on time.                                                                                                       
Quiz students on learning homeworks and provide a visual check for written homeworks to ensure 
students are giving their best efforts. 

 


