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Defence Statement 

Appeals for Entry to Year 7 September 2022 

 

As a result of our involvement in the Department for Education’s Priority Schools Building 

Programme, which is designed to upgrade and replace school buildings which are deemed no 

longer fit for purpose, we are about to move into brand new accommodation. As a result, 

from September 2022 we will be able to accommodate up to 31 students per class in Year 7. 

Notwithstanding the above, our current PAN is 150 students, and this remains the case for 

entry into year 7 for September 2022. We have, though, made an offer to KCC to go to 155 

students in Year 7 for September 2022 as a result of moving into new buildings, hence the 

figure of 31 per class in Year 7, referenced above. We have made 150 offers for Year 7 in 

September 2022. 

However, our ability to serve more than this number of students in an effective and safe 

manner is severely restricted by health and safety requirements in Design and Technology, in 

particular, where a maximum of 20 students per group is stipulated. Were we to have more 

than 155 in next Year’s cohort of Year 7s, we would need to employ more teachers as we 

would require more groups. This is not economically or financially viable or sensible, and 

would be affected by the need to recruit well before the deadline for appeals to be heard. 

Furthermore, as the 2022 cohort goes up through the school, and if the 2022 Year 7 cohort is 

further increased in number and if subsequent year groups are of a similar size, our ability to 

deliver our curriculum in a cost-effective and efficient manner will be severely tested, and 

would likely necessitate an increase in staffing. This would be manageable to a point but the 

financial effectiveness and viability of the school will never be put at risk.  

As a selective boys’ grammar school, entry to DGSB is via either a successful Kent 11+ result 

or a successful result in the Dover Boys’ Test. We provide a holistic and challenging curriculum 

for our students, and aspirations and expectations are very high. Boys who do not meet either 

of the above criteria are likely to find the pace of work at DGSB, and the expectations teachers 

will have of them, more demanding and possibly difficult to meet. Our school and our 

curriculum may therefore not suit such students’ learning and developmental needs. 

NB: Please be advised that each parent who lodges an appeal will have a personalised defence 

statement forwarded to them as part of their case papers. 

 

DGSB, February 2022. 

 


