
Dover Grammar School for Boys 

Defence Statement 

Appeals for Entry to Year 7 September 2021 

 

The school is currently part of the Department for Education’s Priority Schools Building 

Programme, which is designed to upgrade and replace school buildings which are deemed 

no longer fit for purpose. DGSB was invited to be part of the programme because of the 

condition of our buildings and the fact that the majority of our classrooms fall below 

government minimum threshold for floor size. Indeed, many classrooms are up to 10m2 

smaller than the required minimum area. As a result, we cannot accommodate classes 

greater than 30 in Key Stage 3 or 4.  

Work on our new school build is well underway with a completion date of April 2022. This 

new school will provide us with modern purpose-built accommodation and facilities. 

However, this will only be for four forms of entry meaning that we cannot exceed the five 

forms of entry that have been offered a place this year.  

Notwithstanding the above, our current PAN is 150 students, and this remains the case for 

entry into year 7 for September 2021. We have made 144 offers for Year 7 in September 

2021. 

As a selective boys’ grammar school, entry to DGSB is via either a successful Kent 11+ result 

or a successful result in the Dover Boys’ Test. We provide a holistic and challenging 

curriculum for our students, and aspirations and expectations are high. Boys who do not 

meet either of the above criteria are likely to find the pace of work at DGSB, and the 

expectations teachers will have of them, more demanding. Our school may therefore not 

suit such students’ learning and developmental needs. 

NB: Please be advised that each parent who lodges an appeal will have a personalized 

defence statement forwarded to them as part of their case papers. 

 

DGSB, February 2021. 

 


