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Dear Parent or Carer, 

Covid-19 Information Advice and Guidance for Parents/Carers 2021-22 

As always, I hope you are well and taking care. 

Further to my letter last week, and before our students return for the new school year, I just wanted to highlight 

some key things we need to do this year to keep our school open and safe for everybody who works or studies 

at DGSB. 

As last year, everyone at our school will be doing their utmost to keep all members of our community safe and 

well given the ongoing impact of Covid-19 and the more transmissible Delta variant in particular. To this end we: 

- Will strongly encourage the wearing of face coverings in enclosed spaces (particularly corridors) 

though this is no longer mandatory and is now a matter of personal choice 

- Have purchased HEPA air filtration and purification units for classrooms to help remove harmful 

particulates and viruses from the air 

- Have updated our Risk Assessment and will place this on our website 

- Have created a contingency plan in the event of an outbreak in the school or local area and will place 

this on our website 

- Will continue to provide hand sanitizer in all classrooms and at entrances/exits to/from the school 

site 

- Will continue to clean and disinfect door handles, toilets and communal areas regularly throughout 

the day 

To help us and in line with updated government guidance, I would be very grateful if: 

- You could ensure your son/daughter tests twice (3-5 days apart) before returning to school using LFDs 

and that his/her results are recorded here: https://forms.office.com/r/aU40QRDGYU 

- Your son/daughter could continue to test regularly at home (twice a week) though this does not need 

to be recorded on the link above 

- You could ensure your son/daughter does not come into school if s/he is showing any of the common 

symptoms of Covid-19 (persistent cough, raised temperature, loss of smell or taste, persistent 

headache) 

Updated Government guidance on Self-Isolation and Contact Tracing 

Schools are no longer responsible for close contact tracing in the event of a student or staff member testing 

positive for Covid-19. The government guidance now reads as follows: 

“As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case and/or their 

parent/carer to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace 

where the positive case and/or their parent/carer specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. 

This is likely to be a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the 

nature of the close contact.  

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or 

are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 
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- they are fully vaccinated 

- they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

- they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

- they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive 

case and advised to take a PCR test. The government is encouraging all individuals to take a PCR test if advised 

to do so. 

Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months who usually 

attend school, and have been identified as a close contact, should continue to attend school as normal. They do 

not need to wear a face covering within the school, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn 

when travelling on public or dedicated transport. 

18-year-olds will be treated in the same way as children until 6 months after their 18th birthday, to allow them 

the opportunity to get fully vaccinated, at which point they will be subject to the same rules as adults and so if 

they choose not to get vaccinated, they will need to self-isolate if identified as a close contact.” 

When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test 

Students, staff and other adults connected with DGSB must follow public health advice on when to self-isolate 
and what to do. They should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or 
other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they 
are required to quarantine). 

If anyone at DGSB develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, we will send them home and they should then 

follow public health advice. 

For everyone with symptoms, we will advise that they avoid using public transport and, wherever possible, are 

collected by a member of their family or household. 

New Attendance Officer 

From September 1st, DGSB has a new Attendance Officer. Mr David Wozencroft, who has been a Cover 

Supervisor at our school for over a year, will now be taking on this additional responsibility for Years 7 to 11 

inclusive. Please use either the MyEd app or email attendance@dgsb.co.uk to report any attendance issues / 

absences. Please note that from the start of Term 2, we will no longer be using the telephone message service 

for absence-related issues. 

Thank you for your continued support at the start of this new school year. I will continue to update you and 

provide guidance and information as and when appropriate. Likewise, if you have any concerns or questions 

please do contact the school. 

Yours faithfully 

 
Phil Horstrup 
Headteacher  
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