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Dear Parent or Carer, 

Further to my most recent letter, and as I am sure you will be aware, the UK Government yesterday (March 

12th) introduced a new phase in its attempts to delay the spread of Covid-19. As things currently stand, this 

does not include the closure of schools. The updated advice for anybody displaying symptoms consistent with 

Covid-19 infection is available here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-

people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

The Key messages in this advice are: 

If you or your son/daughter start to feel unwell and have symptoms consistent with Covid-19, please follow 

the advice above, stay at home and inform the school accordingly. 

I also need to make you aware of the following information: 

 all upcoming international trips are now being reviewed with a decision to be made early next week, 
following updated Government advice. However, I do need to make you aware that it is likely that 
foreign trips will need to be cancelled or postponed 

 some UK trips are also being reviewed with a decision to be made early next week 
 Y12 and Y9 parents' evenings are postponed and will be rescheduled, most likely in term 6 
 the Spring Concert will be postponed and if possible a new date will be found later in the academic 

year 
 sports fixtures over the next few weeks will be postponed 

As ever, I will do my very best to keep you informed of developments as quickly as possible. Please continue to 

refer to the Public Health England website for updates to advice on dealing with Coronavirus, and please do 

continue to reinforce the key message with your son/daughter about regular hand-washing or, if no facilities 

are available, regular use of alcohol-based hand gel. 

 

Potential School Closure 

Should the Government decide to enforce school closures across England, we will of course act in accordance 

with instructions and advice given. However, please be aware that any such decision is likely to have to be 

communicated to you very quickly. It is also likely that students will be asked to leave school during the day, 

leaving teaching staff here to upload vital resources and work to our Office365 cloud-based classrooms 

(Teams) before they themselves go home. I would be very grateful therefore if you could help us in our 

planning by letting us know if you would prefer your son/daughter to remain in school, under supervision, 

until the end of the school day rather than leave school early, should school closure be required. Please copy 

and paste the following link into your browser and complete the short form to let us know if you would prefer 

your child to remain in school: 

http://bit.ly/33df7wk 
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Further advice on how students should access work will be provided in the event of our school being told to 

close. Please therefore encourage your son/daughter to check his/her school email account regularly and at 

least twice a day. 

As a parent myself, I do completely understand that this is a worrying and uncertain time for us all. However, 

please be reassured that my colleagues and I will continue to do all we can to keep everybody in the DGSB 

community safe and well and will likewise do our best to carry on as normal until told to do otherwise. 

Nonetheless, if you do have any concerns about your child, please do contact the school and we will direct 

your inquiry to the most appropriate colleague. 

Many thanks to you all for your continued help and support. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 

 

 


