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Dear Parent or Carer, 

 

Update on Asymptomatic Testing and Home Testing 

 

I hope you are well and taking care. 

 

Further to my letter of 26th February, I am pleased to report that I have now had the opportunity to 

speak with KCC about using their existing asymptomatic testing sites (ATSs) around the Dover, Deal, 

Folkestone and Sandwich areas. They have been exceedingly helpful and accommodating towards us, 

given our lack of space and I am very grateful to KCC’s Terry Hall and Andrew Scott-Clark in particular 

for the support they have afforded us. 

 

Thank you to parents/carers who have been in touch about lateral flow testing at school. To give some 

further context about the significant barriers we face, the critical issue for us in terms of offering LFTs 

on site is that we do not have any spare, appropriate spaces (which must have non-porous flooring) in 

which to conduct the tests as our new build means all remaining capacity has been converted into 

classrooms (library, fiction room, main hall).  

 

 The only such space we currently have is the main hall and this has had to be converted into 2 

classrooms in order to mitigate against the loss of the three mobile history classrooms which were 

removed to allow the building of our new school. Unfortunately, if I were to use the main hall to test 

800 pupils 3 times from 8th March, I would have to keep at least one year group out of school at all 

times in order to be able to use the hall as a testing site as I have no other classrooms available to me. 

 

It has therefore been really helpful having KCC provide us with an alternative, which we are now able 

to use. In essence this is the information you will need to access the KCC asymptomatic testing sites: 

- Bookings can be made at any of the KCC sites across the county (24 in total) 

- Parents / carers should go to https://bit.ly/3bGF9N0 for more information and to 

https://kcc.healthit.org.uk/covbook/home to book a test 

- KCC have instructed all their test site operators to allow secondary students to access testing 

every 3 days to allow 3 tests before they return to school, or very soon after 

- Students aged 16 and over can attend unaccompanied 

- Students under 16 need to be accompanied by a parent or carer 

- No consent form required whether accompanied or unaccompanied 

- The Dover and Hawkinge sites operate 7 days a week 9 am until 2 pm 

- The Sandwich and Folkestone sites operate 7 days a week 9 am until 7 pm 
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- For parents within reach of Canterbury, this site is apparently often the quietest in the county 

with the highest availability of slots 

- For students aged under 16, KCC is advising parents and secondary age siblings to attend as well 

where possible to allow the whole family to be tested at the same time and in step with each 

other 

- Site operatives will show students how to use the nasal and throat swabs effectively so that 

they can then carry out further tests at home themselves 

- Parents/carers should complete the school’s M365 Form each time their child has a test. This 

can be found at: https://bit.ly/3dPdBYs  

 

I am also investigating the opportunity to organise bookings for students via the school, with a member 

of school staff meeting students at the Dover site one day a week to act as responsible adult. I will 

provide further information on this once we have been able to formulate this particular aspect of the 

provision. 

 

I would reiterate that the government has stated that the testing scheme is entirely voluntary and that 

children should not be denied entry to school if they do not wish to be tested or if their parents do not 

wish them to be tested. This will of course be the case at DGSB.  

 

However, as LFTs can play a role in preventing asymptomatic transmission of Covid-19, I am happy to 

encourage parents and carers to take up the opportunity for regular testing using the KCC facilities if 

they would like to do so. 

 

You may be aware also that home testing kits are due to be provided imminently. Schools are due to 

receive these in the next few days and we will make these available to students and staff once they 

arrive and when students return to school from 8th March. The government is reportedly also intending 

to send out home testing kits directly to parents/carers over the next few weeks, though I don’t have 

any further information at this stage. I will of course keep you posted. 

 

Thank you once again for your support. 

 

Very best wishes, 

 
Phil Horstrup 

Headteacher 
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